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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN VEMERLLN, of
Plainfield, in the county of Union and State
of New J ersey; have invented an Improve-
ment in Gate-Latches, of which the following
is a specification :

The present invention relates to that class
of latches in which there is a vertically sliding
bar with slots through which the attaching-
bolts pass ; and the invention consists in com-
bining, with the vertically-moving latch and
lateh-block, provided with handles, a slotted
case that sustains such latch, acap to exclude
moistare, and rollers around the supporting-
screws, upon which the latch-moves. The end
of the lateh projects through the case, to en-
ter the notch in the double-inclined catch on
theoppositepost. This construction allows the

“lateh to be placed at either edge of the gate,
and the lateh is operative when the gate opens
in either direction.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-
tion. TFig. 2 is an elevation, partially in sec-
tion. Fig. 3 is a sectional plan; and Fig. 4
is an elevation of the double-inclined catech.

The latch is made of the slotted bar a, from
which the handles b project at each side; and
the latch-block ¢ projects from the face of the
bar « at the npper end thereof. The case d
is of asize to allow the bar a to slide in it freely.
It is slotted at the sides to allow the handles
b to pass out, and there is an opening for the

latch-block ¢, which opening is of sufficient

‘length to allow for the vertical movement of
the lateh ; and there is a cap-piece, h, at the
upper end of the ease, that protects the latch,
and prevents the latch being obstructed by
an accnmulation of snow or ice. The case d is
provided with projecting flanges ¢, through

which the attaching-serewspassinto the wood-
work. There are also screws [, that pass
through the body of the case d, and around
which are the rollers o, within the slot of the
lateh-bar a.  These rollers serve to lessen the
friction of the latch-bar as it moves vertically,
and it is preferable to employ a back plate, r,
of metal between the sliding bar ¢ and the
wood-work., The cateh-plate sis made with
the outside inclines 2 2, for lifting the latch-
baraand itsblocke; but instead of the saidin-
clines2,terminating at thenot(,h3 thatreceives
the block ¢, as heretofore usual, I introduce
the downward inclines 4 4 between the upward
inclines 2 and such noteh 3, in order that the
latch-bar may have an opportunity to com-
mence to fall before reaching this noteh 3, and
thereby lessen the risk of the block ¢ jump-
ing across the notch 3, instead of fa,llmoP into
the same.

This lateh is very simple in its construction,

“cheap, dumble, easily applied, and reliable in

its action.

I claim as my invention—

1. The vertically-sliding slotted bar a, latch-
block ¢, and bandles b, in combination with
the slotted latch-case d, cap-plate h, screws I,
and rollers 0, as and for the purposes set forth.

2. The cateh-plate s, made with the de-
scending inclines 4 4 between the noteh 3 and
the ascending inclines 2 2, for the purposes
set forth.

Signed by me th1s 14th day of Oectober, A
D. 1575

JOHN VETTERLEIN.

Witnesses:
GEo. T. PINCENEY,
CHAs. H. SMITH.




