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To all whom it muesy concern:

Be it known that I, Horacr I.. Dober, a
citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Richmond. in the county -of
Henrico and State of Virginia, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in
Barbers’ Combs, of which the following is a
specification.

The object of the invention is to provide
a guiding or gaging comb for directing the
operation or path of movement of the shears
in cutting or trimming hair to the end that
uniformity in the cutting operation may be
secured without the exercise of that skill
which is necessary under the ordinary con-
ditions and which usually is possessed only
by barbers or those who have made 2 busi-

ness of cutting hair and have had & rela-.

tively long experience in that connection;
and incidentally it is an object of the in-
vention to provide a comb directing or guid-
ing means which is adjustable with relation
to the plane of the comb so as to provide for
varying the distance between the same and
the head of the person whose hair is being
cut or trimmed, to the end that preferred
variations in the length of the hair or the
portion of the hair to remain, may be modi-
fied to suit the preference of the weaver, the
plane of operation of the shears with re-
lation to the head of the wearer being de-
termined by the distance between the plane
of the comb and the head; and with these

‘objects in view the invention consists in a

construction and combination of parts of
which a preferred embodiment is shown in
the drawings, wherein:—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a comb
embodying the invention.

Fig. 2 is an edge view of the same.

Fig. 8 is a detail section on the piane indi-
cated by the line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

The comb 10 illustrated in the drawing is
in general features of a comventional form
having the teeth 11, and for convenience =
handle 12 may be arranged at one end
thereof, and carried by the comb in the
transverse plane of the back or untoothed
portion thereof is a guide bar 18 disposed in
substantial parallelism with the plane of
the comb and preferably rounded so that it
may be readily moved over the surface of
the head of the person whose hair is being
cut, to position the comb in a plane at a
uniform distance from the surface of the
head at all portions of the latter, the upper

or outer surface of the comb as in the ordi-
nary practice serving as the guide or rest
for the shears used in cutting the hair and
being employed to cut that portion of the
hair which projects through or between the
teeth of the comb and extends above the
plane thereof. The indicated arrangement,
with the guide bar bearing on the surface
of the head with the comb outermost to
serve as a guide for the shears is obviously
the preferred arrangement in trimming hair
but obviously the reverse arrangement may
under certain circumstances and in accord-
ance with the preference of the operator be
adopted in which event the comb would be
disposed adjacent to the surface of the head
with the rod serving as the guide to deter-
mine the plane of cutting operation of the
shears which may be disposed to rest upon
said rod. :

Preferably provision is made for varying
the distance between the guide rod and the
plane of the comb as by equipping the rod
adjacent to one end with parallel stems 14
extending through openings 15 in the comb
and engaged by thumb nuts 16, coiled
springs 17 being arranged upon said stems
between the plane of the comb and the rod,
so that by loosening the thumb nuts the dis-
tance between the rod and the plane of the
comb will be increased by the expansive
action of the springs, whereas by tightening
the thumb screws, the rod will be drawn to-
ward the plane of the comb in opposition to
the action of the springs.

A further advantage in the use of the
expansion springs is that they serve to yield-

ingly position the guide rod with relation to

the plane of the comb so as to exert a yield-
ing pressure upon the head of the person
whose hair is being cut, as the comb is ma-
nipulated by means of the handle 12.
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At the opposite end of the comb from the

handle 12 there is preferably provided an
extension 18 having teeth 19 arranged in a
reversed relation to the teeth 11 for use in
engaging hair near the ears or where the
use of the body portion of the comb would
involve difficulty or interference by reason
of the location of the guide rod.

Having described the invention, what is
claimed as new and useful is:—
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L. A hair cutting comb having a guide

rod extended in substantial parallelism with
the plane thereof and movable toward and
from said plane.
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2. A hair cutting comb having a guide

rod provided with stems fitted in guide

openings in the comb and means for secur-

ing said stems with the rod in adjusted re-

lations to the plane of the comb.
8. A hair cutting comb having in com-

bination therewith a guide rod disposed in

substantial parallelism with the plane of the
comb and provided with stems extending
through guide openings in the comb, yield-
ing means for impelling the guide rod to

- vary the difference between the same and

- the plane of the comb, and adjusting nuzs

15

engaged with said stems for securing the
rod in its adjusted positions,
4,-A hair cutting comb having. a guide
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rod disposed- in parallelism therewith and
provided with stems extended through guide
openings in the comb and fitted with thumb
nuts, and springs interposed between the
said rod and the comb for yieldingly hold-
ing the former in spaced relation with the
latter. :

5. A hair cutting comb having a guide
rod disposed in substantial parallelism with

the plane thereof and provided beyond the

extremity of said rod with an extension hav-
ing teeth disposed in reversed relation to
those of the comb. ' ‘

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

' HORACE L. DODGE.
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