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T0 (all ?ph0iit it madg/ 0006}'ht): 
Be it knoWn that I, HENRY J. MERRENS, 

of Cleweland, in the county of Cuyahoga and 
State of Ohio, have invented a Bed used for 
Straightening Iron Boiler and similar Plates, 
of Which the folioWing is a Specification: 
This in wention relates to a bed used for 

Straightening iron boiler-plateS Or other'Simi 
lar plate-iron ; and consistS of a Series of irom 
bars of Suitable lengths and thickneSSeS bolted 
together, the said bars being separated a little 
apart by WasherS placed betWeem them on the 
boltS. The object of the imwention is to pro 
wide a bed combining strength and durability, 
the Said bars being of Wrought-iron, and haw 
ing the holeS through Which the boltS paSS 
elongated, S0 aS to alloW for the expansion 
and contraction of the metal without Warping 
the bed. . The Space between the ''bars, alloW 

` ing a circulation of air, also prewentS the bed 
from becoming heated to SO great am extent 
aS a Solid bed. ~ 
* The difficulty in cast-iron beds for this pur 
pOSe heretofore has been the liability to break 
age and Warping or tWisting by the unewen 
neSS in heating of the bed by the plates to be 
Straightened. These are all entirely owercome 
by my imwention. '' 

To enable others to fully understand my in1• 
wention, I Will proceed to describe the same 
in detail by the aid of the accompanying draW 
ing, in Which-- 

Ifigure 1 is a plan wiew of the abowe-mem 
tioned bed. Fig.2 is an end wieW of the Same. 
A, FigS. 1 and 2, are barS of Wrought-iron, 

of uniform Width and thickneSS, hawing a Se? 
ries of holes made through them, which are 
not round, but elongated longitudinally Witln 
the barS. These barS are placed together, With 
boltS B B put through the said. holes, and hav 
ing WasherS C C, also placed on the bolts be 
tWeem each bar, the Whole being Secured t0 
gether by muts ID ID. 
The outside bars may be made thicker than 

the others to insure stiffneSS; and one of the 
outside bars is made wider 'than the other, 
Which makeS a fiange designed to be used aS 
a Straight-edge. 
Hawing described my invention, I claim 
The above-deScribed Straightening-bed, com 

sisting of the bars A boltS B B, Washer's C C, 
and nutS D ID, as and for the purpose set forth. 
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