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ABSTRACT OF THE DESCLOSUIRE 
A preferably metal mounting portion having a rear 

Ward mounting surface include forwardly projecting 
upper and lower suspending webs, the upper web being 
Spaced downwardly from the mounting portion upper 
extremity and the lower web being spaced upwardly from 
the mounting portion lower extremity. The upper web 
terminates outwardly in an upwardly projecting flange 
and the lower web terminates outwardly in a down 
wardly projecting flange, so that said webs with said 
mounting portion form upwardly and downwardly open 
ing channels, respectively, and a recessed surface ex 
tending vertically between said webs on said mounting 
portion. The recessed surface receives fasteners through 
preferably oblong slots to fasten the suspensory element 
to a mounting member, while the U-shaped channels re 
ceive hooks or clips of an object to be mounted. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to a suspensory element form 

ing a support for demountable letters and the like and 
more particularly, to Such a suspensory element particu 
larly adapted for convenient front mounting on the gen 
erally vertical surface of a mounting member and having 
a unique cross-sectional configuration for the engage 
ment by hooks or resilient clips of letters and the like to 
be removably supported thereon. Even more particularly, 
this invention relates to a suspensory element having the 
foregoing characteristics, yet which requires a minimum 
material for the formation thereof. 
Various prior forms of suspensory elements for mount 

ing objects, such as demountable letters, on a generally 
vertical surface of a mounting member, such as a sign, 
have heretofore been provided. For instance, Such sus 
pensory elements are normally elongated and are hori 
Zontally secured on the vertical surface of a sign. 
Furthermore, such suspensory elements have usually in 
cluded specific configurations particularly adapted for en 
gagement by hooks and clips of demountable letters to be 
engaged therewith and suspended thereby. 

Certain difficulties have been presented by the prior 
suspensory elements occasioned by the fact that, although 
certain of said suspenscory elements are plastic and are 
cemented, a large portion of said suspensory elements are 
metal or plastic and are normally secured to the vertical 
surfaces of mounting members by means of usual fasten 
ing bolts and nuts, that is, the bolts have normally been 
engaged with the suspensory elements received in re 
cesses in the rear surfaces thereof, with the bolts passing 
through the mounting members and being engaged by 
nuts at the mounting member rear surfaces. The purpose 
of this recessed rear mounting of the bolts on the sus 
pensory elements is so that the bolts will not interfere 
with the forward extension and configuration of the sus 
pensory elements required to have particular vertical 
dimensioning for receiving the hooks and clips of the par 
ticular demountable members to be supported thereon. 
With this use of bolt and nut types of fasteners, it is 
necessary to have the rear surfaces of the mounting mem 
bers to which the suspensory elements are secured readily 
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accessible and there are certain occasions when this is 
not possible, but even if possible, the operation of secur 
ing the Suspensory elements to the mounting member 
usually requires two workmen, one at either side of the 
mounting member. 
OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide a 

Suspensory element forming a support for demountable 
letters and the like which is particularly configured for 
total front securement by fasteners to a vertical surface 
of a mounting member resulting in the securement op 
eration requiring only one workman to accomplish the 
Same in a minimum amount of time. According to the 
present invention, the supervisory element is formed with 
Vertically spaced and particularly configured suspending 
webs projecting forwardly from a mounting portion 
thereof so as to provide a recess vertically therebetween 
through which the usual “pop” rivets may be secured for 
fastening the suspensory element to the mounting mem 
ber. Thus, the suspensory element may be totally front 
mounted to the mounting member and the suspending 
webs thereof permit the usual engagement by the hooks 
and clips of the object, such as a demountable letter, to 
be supported thereon. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
suspensory element forming a support for demountable 
letters and the like of the foregoing general construction 
wherein said suspensory element may be formed of metal 
or plastic and preferably has oblong fastener holes 
formed through the recessed portion thereof. The suspen 
sory element and mounting member are, therefore, per 
mitted free mutual lengthwise expansion and contraction, 
despite the rigid securement thereof. Furthermore, the 
fasteners are hidden totally within said recessed portion 
and free of interference with the functioning of the 
suspending Webs. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide a Sus 
pensory element forming a support for demountable 
letters and the like having the foregoing total front Se 
curement and other special attributes, yet which may be 
formed with minimum vertical dimensions so as to use a 
minimum amount of material. The previously described 
suspending webs of the suspensory element form up 
wardly and downwardly opening channels for engage 
ment by the usual downwardly projecting hooks or ver 
tically spaced resilient clips of the objects to be supported 
thereon. In view of the fact that only the upper channel 
is required to receive the object hooks, the lower chan 
nel is formed of minimum dimensions since the resilient 
clips only require such minimum dimensions, thereby 
maintaining the over-all vertical dimensions of the sus 
pensory element at a minimum and requiring less ma 
terial for the formation thereof. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the following specification and the ac 
companying drawing which are for the purpose of illus 
tration only. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary, side elevational view of a sus 
pensory system incorporating the suspensory element of 
the present invention, said suspensory element being Se 
cured to the vertical surface of a mounting member, Such 
as a sign, and demountably supporting an object thereon, 
such as a letter; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary, vertical sectional 
view taken through one of the suspenSofy elements in 
FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary, perspective view of 
one of the suspensory elements removed from the Sus 
pensory system of FIG. 1. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE BEST EMBODIMENT 
CONTEMPLATED 

Referring to the drawing, an elongated Suspensory ele 
ment incorporating the principles of the present invention 
is generally indicated at 10 and includes a supporting 
portion 12 having a generally vertically extending, rear 
ward mounting surface 14 and vertically spaced, forward 
ly extending, upper and lower suspending webs 16 and 18. 
The suspensory element 10 is of unitary construction 
and the upper and lower suspending webs 16 and 18 are 
elongated, preferably coextensive with the supporting 
portion 12. Furthermore, the suspensory element 10 may 
be formed of any usual rigid materials, such as aluminum 
or plastic, and by any usual methods, such as by extrusion 
or casting with certain parts of the configuration either 
originally formed therein or later produced by machining 
operations. 
More particularly to the specific configuration of the 

suspensory element 10, the upper suspending web 16 is 
located on the supporting portion 12 spaced downwardly 
from the upper extremities of said supporting portion, 
said upper suspending web terminating forwardly in an 
upwardly projecting flange 20, preferably coterminous 
with said supporting portion upper extremity. The lower 
suspending web 18 projects forwardly from the support 
ing portion 12 spaced upwardly from the lower extremity 
of said supporting portion and terminates outwardly in a 
downwardly projecting flange 22, similarly coterminous 
with said supporting portion lower extremities. The for 
ward extensions of the upper and lower suspending webs 
16 and 18 from the supporting portion 12 is substantially 
equal, but the downward spacing of the upper suspend 
ing web along the supporting portion is preferably greater 
than the upward spacing of the lower suspending web 
along said supporting portion, so that said upper suspend 
ing web with its flange 20 and the supporting portion 
forms an upwardly opening, generally U-shaped channel 
24 having greater vertical dimensions or depth than a 
downwardly opening, generally U-shaped channel 26 
formed by the lower suspending web with its flange 22 
and the supporting portion. 
The vertical spacing of the upper and lower Suspending 

webs 16 and 18 forms a forwardly opening, generally U 
shaped channel 28 defined rearwardly by a generally ver 
tically extending recessed surface 30 on the forward face 
of the supporting portion 12. At preferably a vertical 
midpoint 32 of the recessed surface 30, the supporting 
portion 12 is formed wtih a series of lengthwise elon 
gated or oblong fastener holes 34 uniformly spaced along 
the length of the suspensory element 10. The elongation or 
oblong shaping of the fastener holes 10 is particularly 
important where the suspensory element is formed of 
metal, such as aluminum, and certain types of plastics, 
since such shaping permits expansion and contraction of 
a backing surface despite secure fastening by a fastener 
through the holes 34. 

Thus, the suspensory elements 10 may be positioned on 
a mounting member 38, such as a flat or corrugated sign 
or usual flat or corrugated mounting surface, the rear 
ward mounting surfaces 14 of the suspensory elements 
abutting said mounting member forward surface. Where 
the fastener holes 34 are formed in the suspensory ele 
ments 10, “pop” rivets may be shot therethrough to pene 
trate the mounting member 38 and secure the suspensory 
elements 10 properly in place, while holes 34 still permit 
mutual expansion and contraction between the elements 
10 and mounting surface 36. Where the material of the 
Suspensory elements 10 is appropriate, the “pop” rivets 
may be shot directly through the suspensory elements 
supporting portions 12 and into the mounting member 
forward surface for such securement, in either event, said 
'pop' rivets being indicated in FIGS. 1 and 2 at 40 prop 
erly located fully recessed within the forwardly opening 
channel 28. It is pointed out, however, that other types 
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4. 
of fasteners may be used, whether rivets, screws or other 
wise. 
Once the suspensory elements 10 are secured to the 

forward surface 36 of the mounting member 38, objects 
to be supported thereon, such as a letter 42, may be en 
gaged with the suspensory elements by a usual upper 
hook 44 and the usual lower, vertically spaced, resilient 
clips 46. The upper hook 44 is received downwardly in 
the upwardly opening channel 24, said upwardly opening 
channel being of appropriate vertical depth for proper 
reception and engagement of said hook. The clips 46 are 
received rearwardly and vertically into both the upward 
ly and downwardly opening channels 24 and 26, such 
clips not requiring any great vertical depth of such chan 
nels so that the downwardly opening channel 26 may be 
of lesser vertical depth. 

Thus, the suspensory elements 10 with the convenient 
forward access afforded by the forwardly opening chan 
nel 28 may be totally front installed on the mounting 
member 38, the forwardly opening channel 28 providing 
complete recessing for the totally front installed "pop' 
rivets 40, whether through previously formed fastener 
holes 34 or shot directly through the material of the sup 
porting portion 12. The result is that only a single work 
man is required to accomplish such front installation of 
the suspensory elements 10 and the installation operation 
may be accomplished accurately and efficiently in a mini 
mum amount of time. Furthermore, due to the exact for 
mation of the upwardly and downwardly opening chan 
nels 24 and 26 having only the vertical depths necessary 
for meeting the requirements thereof, the over-all vertical 
dimensions of the suspensory elements 10 are at a mini 
mum so as to require less material, while still providing 
for the total front installation as hereinbefore discussed. 

It is pointed out that use of the term “letter' or “letters' 
herein is intended to define any form of usual depiction 
it might be desirable to provide for supporting by the sus 
pensory elements 10 in the manner described, such as, 
the usual and variously formed alphabetical letters, vari 
ous symbols, numerals and the like, so that said term or 
terms should be construed in this broader Sense. 

I claim: 
1. In a horizontally elongated suspensory element for 

mounting objects on a generally vertical Surface of a 
mounting member, the combination of: a horizontally 
elongated mounting portion having a generally vertical 
rearward mounting surface; a horizontally elongated upper 
suspending web extending generally horizontally for 
wardly from an upper part of said mounting portion 
spaced below an upper extremity of said mounting por 
tion, said upper suspending web terminating forwardly 
in an upwardly projecting flange, said upper suspending 
web with said mounting portion forming a horizontally 
elongated upwardly open generally U-shaped channel; a 
horizontally elongated lower suspending web extending 
generally horizontally forwardly from a lower part of said 
mounting portion spaced below said upper suspending 
web and spaced above a lower extremity of said mounting 
portion, said lower suspending web terminating forwardly 
in a downwardly projecting flange, said lower suspending 
web with said mounting portion forming a horizontally 
elongated downwardly open generally U-shaped channel; 
said mounting portion and said upper and lower suspend 
ing webs being integral forming said suspensory element 
as a unitary suspensory element; and a recessed forward 
surface on said mounting portion extending generally ver 
tically between said upper and lower suspending webs, said 
recessed surface having a series of horizontally spaced 
and horizontally elongated fastener holes formed there 
through and through said mounting portion having fas 
teners received through said fastener holes totally recessed 
between said upper and lower suspending webs and into 
a vertical Surface of a mounting member securing said 
Suspensory element thereto extending horizontally in said 
horizontal elongation; whereby, a hook of an object to 
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be mounted by said suspensory element may be received 
downwardly into said upwardly opening channel or ver 
tically spaced clips of said object may be simultaneously 
received engaged in said upwardly and downwardly open 
ing channels in which said suspensory element has a series 
of horizontally spaced and horizontally elongated fastener 
holes formed through said horizontally elongated mount 
ing portion recessed surface and through said mounting 
portion through which said fasteners are installed; and in 
which said upwardly opening channel is formed with a 
greater vertical depth than said downwardly opening 
channel. 

2. In a horizontally elongated suspensory element for 
mounting objects on a generally vertical surface of a 
mounting member, the combination of: a horizontally 
elongated mounting portion having a rearward mounting 
surface and vertically spaced, horizontally elongated, 
upper and lower suspending webs extending generally hori 
Zontally forwardly from vertically intermediate parts 
thereof; a horizontally elongated, upwardly opening, gen 
erally U-shaped channel formed in said upper suspending 
Web rearwardly against said mounting portion; a hori 
Zontally elongated, downwardly opening, generally U 
shaped channel formed in said lower suspending web rear 
wardly against said mounting portion; said mounting por 
tion and said suspending webs being integral forming 
said suspensory element as a unitary suspensory element; 
and a forwardly opening, horizontally elongated generally 
U-shaped channel formed vertically between said upper 
and lower suspending webs against said mounting portion, 
said forwardly opening channel terminating rearwardly 
in a generally vertical horizontally elongated recessed sur 
face on said mounting portion having fasteners installed 
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through said mounting portion totally recessed within 
said forwardly opening channel and into a vertical surface 
of a mounting member securing said suspensory element 
thereto extending horizontally in said horizontal elonga 
tion whereby, a hook of an object to be mounted by 
said suspensory element may be received downwardly into 
said upwardly opening channel or vertically spaced clips 
of said object may be simultaneously received engaged in 
said upwardly and downwardly opening channels in which 
said suspensory elements has a series of horizontally 
spaced and horizontally elongated fastener holes formed 
through said horizontally elongated mounting portion re 
cessed surface and through said mounting portion through 
which said fasteners are installed; and in which said up 
wardly opening channel is formed with a greater vertical 
depth than said downwardly opening channel. 
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