


UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
THOMA S M A SIKEILL, OF FIR AN IKILIN, IL O UISIAN A. 

IMPROVED JOINTED CENTER-BOARD. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 6,774, dated October 9, 1849. 

To all av fuo7) v ist Trucu/ concer rv: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS MASKELL, of 

Franklin, in the State of Louisiana, have in 
vented a new and Improvedl Keel Center 
Board to be Used in the Navigation of Ves 
sels; and I do declare that the following is a 
full and exact description, as follows, to wit: 
The improvement consists of two pieces 

of timber a a, Figs. 1 and 2, called a “false 
keel or shoe,” each piece to be from one to 
two feet deep and six to twelve inches thick 
and as long as the keel on which it is to be 
bolted, and between these pieces a space b, of 
from one to four inches wide and the whole 
length and depth, is to be left open, which is 
to be fitted with a center-board of iron or 
wood e, to fill up said space, which center 
board is to have a round joint or hingef, &tc., 
about one-third the distance from the stem 
and rounded at each end with a mortise g 
about one inch wide and eight inches longat 
each of said ends, through which mortise is 
to work an iron pin h, so that when the cen 
ter-joint is pushed down the ends will draw 
forward as a sliding joint, and thus enable the 
center-board to be pushed down about two 
feet at the pivot, so as to present a resistance 
of from. eighty to one hundred and twenty 
feet square, according to the length of the 
keel of the vessel on which it is to be placed. 
The drawings more clearly illustrate the 

invention, which is shown in Figure 1 by a 
section vertically in a longitudinal direction 
through the center of the keel. Fig. 2 is a 
plan of the bottom of the false keels or shoes 
and the position of the center-board therein. 

i is a connecting-rod that extends up through 
a small hole made through the keel and passes 
up to the deck above. This rod is surrounded || 
by a pipe k, which prevents the water from 
entering the vessel through the hole in the 
keel. The rod is worked up and down by a 

rack and pinion, as shown in the drawings, or 
in any other equivalent manner. The small 
aperture made for the rod to pass through 
does not materially weaken the bottom, as it 
does not require the floor-timber to be cut off, 
and only a small hole to be made through the 
keel, and the center-board may be kept down 
during a storm without any strain to the ves 
sel, and if it should be knocked off it would 
not in any way injure the cargo but only 
prevent the vessel sailing so well as she would 
with it On. 
By the application of the keel center-board 

the vessel will sail nearer to the wind than 
she would without it, and it can be raised up 
so as not to draw so much water and take up 
but very little room in the hold and does not 
weaken the vessel, and will enable vessels of 
a light draft of water to live safe at sea, as it 
can be kept down in case of a storm, and will 
enable vessels to be built in the following 
proportions, to wit: One-third of the length of 
keel to be the breadth, and one-third of the 
breadth to be the depth of hold, which is well 
worth a trial, all of which can be obtained by 
the keel center-board invented by me, and 
for which 

I therefore claim and desire to secure Let 
ters Patent 
A jointed center-board constructed sub 

stantially as herein described, having its two 
ends connected with the false keel into which 
it is recessed and its center portion jointed 
and connected with a rod that passes up into 
the vessel, by which it can be worked up and 
down, in the manner and for the purposes set 
forth. . 

THIOS. MASKELL, 
Witnesses: 

JAMES SANDERS, 
ROBT. HARE. 

  


