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SEACKABLE TRESTLE 

Cleanens J. Ernst, Sidney, Ohio 
Application September 12, 1945, Serial No. 615,77 

(C. 304-5) Claims. 

This invention relates to trestles Such as are 
used by carpenters and other mechanics to Sup 
port their work; or such as are used to Support 
portable table tops, or boards to constitute plat 
forms for various uSeS. 

Trestles of this character consist generally in 
a horizontal body bar provided at or adjacent 
each end with a pair of laterally flared or down 
wardly diverging legs. These legs are usually 
connected in pairs by transverse brace bars to 
lend rigidity to the device. To give further 
rigidity to the trestle, depending upon the use 
for which it is designed, diagonal brace bars are 
sometimes provided between the body bar and 
the legs. 
With trestles of this usual constiuction it has 

been practically impossible to Satisfactorily nest 
or stack the same either for storage or trans 
portation. Either they will not fit together with 
sufficient contact to form a stable Stack; or, if 
they do contact sufficiently, they bind and 
cause difficulty in separating the same for use. 
Furthermore, when the transverse leg braces are 
provided they interfere with the proper nesting 
as the distance between the braces at the oppo 
site ends of the trestle is less than the length of 
the trestle. Also when the diagonal braces are 
used, they also prevent proper Stacking and 
Separation. 
An object of the present invention is to pro 

wide trestles of the class mentioned Which may 
be readily stacked or nested when not in use, and 
which may be readily transported while Stacked, 
thereby saving considerable space, and time in 
handling. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

wide trestles of such construction that two or 
more thereof may be nested and readily carried 
by hand. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide trestles which when Stacked Will be corn 
paratively firmly seated, one upon the other to 
prevent undue relative movement. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide trestles of such construction that When 
stacked they will be Snugly seated one within 
the other without binding, so that they may be 
readily separated for use. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

in a Stack of trestles, annple hand Space between 
the body bars to aid in handling the stack and 
to assist in Separating the trestles. 
Other objects willi appear hereinafter. 
With these objects in view, this invention con 
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Sists generally in a plurality of similar trestles 55 

2 
nested Ol' Stacked one within the other, means 
in each trestle in juxtaposition to adjacent parts 
of other trestles in the Stack, to permit but slight 
relative movement of the Several trestles, and 
means to prevent binding contact between said 
testies. 
The invention further consists in a stack of 

tiresties, each trestle comprising a body bar, a. 
pair of down Wardly diverging legs at each end 
of the bar, and transverse braces connecting 
Said legs in pairs and providing means to pre 
vent but slight relative horizontal movement of 
the Several trestles. 
The invention further consists in a stac: 

nested trestles as mentioned, in which the said 
brace bars are so constructed that they will 
prevent appreciable relative horizontal move 
ment of the several trestles while stacked, but 
will permit greater freedom of horizontal move 
ment When one trestle is raised a short distance 
from the next lower trestle, thereby permitting 
ready separation of the same. 
The invention further consists in various de 

tails of construction and combination of parts 
all as Will be fully described hereinafter and par 
ticularly pointed out in the claims. 
The invention will be more readily understood 

by reference to the accompanying drawings 
forming a part of this specification and in which: 

Figure 1 is a Side elevation of a stack of trestles 
embodying my invention in its preferred form; 

Figure 2 is an end elevation thereof; 
Figure 3 is a horizontal section on the line 3-3 

of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is a similar section of one end of the 

stack, upon an enlarged scale, and illustrating a 
modified form of one of the transverse leg braces; 

Figure 5 is an elevation of the inner face of 
the brace illustrated in Figure 4; 

Figure 6 is a diagram illustrating the function 
of Said brace bar when separating the trestles; 

Figure 7 is a side elevation of one of the tresties 
renoved from the stack; 

figure 8 is an end eievation thereof; 
Figure 9 is a plan view of the same; 
Figure 10 is a side elevation of a stack of trestles 

of a modified form, the front legs at the left end 
being removed to more clearly illustrate the 
in Vention; 

Figure 11 is a detail of a modified form of lon 
gitudinal leg brace; 

Figure 12 is a side view of a stack of trestles 
illustrating a further modification; 

Figures 13 and 14 are side elevations respec 
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tively of the two trestles forming the stack illus 
trated in Figure 12; 

Figure 15 is an end elevation of the stack shown 
in Figure 2, and, 

Figure 16 is a perspective view of the trans 
verse leg brace shown in Figures 1 to 3, inclusive. 

Figure 17 is a detail view illustrating the CoCp 
eration of the rounded edges on the ends of the 
body bars and brace bars when Stacking or 
unstacking the trestles. 

Referring to the form of the invention shown 
in Figures 1 to 9, inclusive, of the drawings, Fig 
ures 1 and 2 represent side and end VieWS reSpec 
tively of a stack of similar trestles or units, one 
of which is illustrated in Figures 7, 8 and 9. As 
shown in Figures 1 and 2 the stack is coilposed of 
four units although the invention is Inct limited 
to any particular number. 

Each unit or trestle comprises a longitudinal 
horizontal body bar ( and a pair of legs - 
at or adjacent each end thereof. The Ody bai' 
is may be of any desired transverse dimensions 
or proportions, and of sufficient length to serve 
the purpose for which it is designed. The legs 
f which are attached to the body bar are beveled 
at their upper ends where secured to the body, 
to give the desired angular downward flare Or 
spread to the legs. Connecting the legs of each 
pair is a substantially horizontai transverse brace 
member f2 which may be spaced at any distance 
from the ends of the legs, but preferably about 
midway of their length. 
These braces 2 are secured to the Outer edges 

of the legs, and the inner faces of the braces at 
the ends thereof are provided with seats 3 which 
are angularly disposed to fit against Said edgeS. 
In order to prevent the braces 2 fro; a finding 
against the edges of the legs of the lower tirestles 
when stacked, the inner faces of Said braces are 
cut away or recessed as at 4, as shown in Figures 
3 and 16. As shown in said figures, this may be 
merely a concave recess extending from one seat 
3 to the other. With this form, when the trestles 

are stacked, the edges of the legs of the next lower 
trestle are held substantially confined between the 
shallow end portions 5 of the recess adjacent 
the seats 3, which will maintain the trestles in 
vertical alignment; but as the longitudii ai dis 
tance between the portions 5 of the opposite 
braces is slightly greater than the distance be 
tween the outer edges of the legs, there can be 
no binding of one trestle upon the other. Fur 
thermore, as the upper trestle is lifted, the deeper 
portions of the recesses will corne opposite the 
upper portions of the legs of the lower trestle 
where they are convergent, thereby permitting 
the trestles to be freeiy Separated. 

In Figures 4, 5 and 6 a modified form of bar 
2d. is illustrated wherein the recess fd, is formed 
by stepping the inner surface. In this form the 
portions adjacent, the seats 3 are but silightly cut 
away forming faces of sufficient length iC ex 
tend across the legs of the next lower trestle and 
giving the clearance similar to that provided at 
15 in Figures 3 and 16; but being a flat surface to 
engage the fiat edges of the legs, Will be nore 
durable. Between the portions 6 the recess is 
further deepened as at to give greater clear 
ance after the upper trestle has been initially 
lifted, as illustrated diagrammatically ii Figure 
6. It is obvious that when an upper trestle is 
raised so that the face 6 is clear of the legs of 
the next lower trestle, the larger and deeper re 
cess falliows more clearance so that the bars 2 
will readily clear the ends of the body bai's . 
To brace the trestie legs longitudinally, angu 
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tie 25 and an upper trestle. 26. 

units. 

4. 
larly disposed braces 8 may be provided, if 
desired. These may be formed of any Suitable 
material, Such as Wood or metal. In Figures , 2, 
7 to 9, and 12 to 15, these braces are illustrated as 
formed of comparatively thin strips of material 
inaving their upper ends 9 secured against the 
Outer or lateral faces of the body bar, and their 
lower ends 2 Secured to the inner Sides of the 
respective legs . . If the braces are of Sufficiently 
thin material the ends 2 may be secured directly 
to the inner faces of the legs as ShoWn in Figures 
and 2; but if thicker material is desired they 

may be secured in diagonal recesses or mortises 
2?, as illustrated in Figure 8. 
Setting the ends 2 into the legs as described, 

not only avoids friction or binding of the units 
in the stack, out also prevents clothing or other 
articles catching thereon. For this latter men 
tioned purpose the corners of the braces 8 may 
be rounded as illustrated in Figures 12 to 14, and 
the Outer edges of the transverse braces 2 may 
also be rounded as shown in Figures i, 2, 14 
and 16. 
In Figure 11 is illustrated a small gusset brace 

35 which may be made of metal. This is often 
Sufficient in trestles for many purposes, and gives 
more free space under the trestle than when the 
longer diagonal braces are used, which is of par 
ticular advantage when the trestles are to be used 
to support boards as for a picnic table. 
On the under faces of the body members 0 are 

Secured blocks or spacing members 23, which 
Space the body portions of the nested trestles 
apart Sufficiently to provide hand spaces 24 to 
perinit insertion of the fingers or hand when sep 
arating the trestles. 
In Figure 10 a modified form of trestle is illus 

trated. As shown therein the legs f are not 
only flared laterally as in the preceding form, but 
are also slightly flared longitudinally. By this 
arrangement the end braces need not be re 
cessed as hereinbefore described as it is evident 
that as the upper trestles are lifted the clear 
ance between the end braces and the ends of the 
lower trestles increases continually, thereby fa 
cilitating easy separation of the trestles. 
In Figures 12 to 15 inclusive a further modi 

fication is shown. This construction is adapted 
for use with only a pair of trestles, a lower tres 

- The body bar 
2 of lower trestle 25 is somewhat shorter than 
the body bar 28 of the upper trestle 26, and the 
transverse braces 29 thereof are secured to the 
inner edges of the legs 30 of the shorter lower 
most trestle, whereas the brace bars 3 of the 
upper trestle are secured to the outer faces of 
the legs 32 thereof. This gives ample clearance 
between the outer extremities of the lower tres 
tle and the inner faces of the braces 3 of the 
upper trestle to permit ready Separation of the 

Blocks or spacing members. 33 are pro 
vided on the under face of the upper body 28 to 
provide the hand space 34. This form is par 
ticularly adapted for use where only two trestles 
are needed, as by carpenters, or as a Support for 
table tops such as used by paperhangers and 
Others. 

In order to facilitate stacking and unstacking 
of the trestles, it is advantageous that the end 
edges of the body bar to be rounded as illus 
trated at 35 in Figures 1, 2 and 17 and that the 
inner edges of the transverse brace bars 2 be 
similarly rounded as at 36. By rounding these 
parts as described, the trestles may be readily 
placed one upon the other to form a stack, and 
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readily removed from the stack without one tres 
tle catching on another, as would be the case 
where sharp corners exist at these places. Fig 
lure 17 illustrates how these rounded edges will 
cause the contiguous parts to pass without inter 
ference and guide each trestle properly as it is 
placed upon those beneath, 
While several specific forms of the invention 

have been shown for purposes of illustration, it 
is to be clearly understood that various addi 
tional changes in the details of construction and 
arrangement of parts may be made without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the inven 
tion as defined in the appended claims. 

claim: 
1. A stackable trestle comprising a horizontal 

longitudinal body bar, a pair of downwardly di 
vergent legs disposed uprightly in a plane per 
pendicular to said bar at each end of Said body 
bar, and a transverse brace connecting the legs 
of each pair intermediate the ends thereof, the 
inner faces of Said transverse braces having mu 
tually opposed recesses to provide clearance for 
a, similar trestle upon which it is superposed. 

2. A stackable trestle comprising a longitudinal 
body bar, a pair of downwardly divergent legs at 
each end of Said body bar, and a transverse brace 
Connecting the legs of each pair intermediate 
the ends thereof, the inner faces of said trans 
verse braces having recesses to provide clearance 
for a similar trestle upon which it is Superposed, 
and Said recess being of greater depth at its 
central portion than toward the ends. 

3. A stackable trestle comprising a longitudi 
nal body bar, a pair of downwardly divergent 
legs at each end of said body bar, and a trans 
verse brace connecting the legs of each pair in 
termediate the ends thereof, the inner faces of 
said transverse braces having recesses to provide 
clearance for a similar trestle upon which it is : 
superposed, the upper and lower inner edges of 
said braces being rounded. 

4. A stackable trestle comprising a longitudi 
nal body bar, a pair of downwardly divergent legs 
at each end of said body bar, and a transverse 
brace connecting the legs of each pair interme 
diate the ends thereof, the inner faces of Said 
transverse braces having recesses to provide 
clearance for a similar trestle upon which it is 
superposed, the upper and lower inner edges of : 
said braces being rounded and the upper and 
lower transverse edges of the ends of the body 
bar being rounded. 

5. A trestle structure of a form for nesting 
one within another, Said trestle structure com 
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6 
prising a horizontal longitudinal body pair, a pair 
of downwardly divergent legs disposed uprightly 
in a plane perpendicular to said bar at each end 
of said body bar, and a transverse brace con 
necting each pair of legs, said transverse braces 
having mutually opposed recesses in their inner 
faces between said legs to provide clearance for 
the legs of a similar trestle upon which said 
trestle structure may be superposed. 

6. A trestle structure of a form for nesting 
One within another, said trestle structure com 
prising a horizontal longitudinal body bar, a pair 
of downwardly divergent legs disposed uprightly 
in a plane perpendicular to said bar at each end 
of said body bar, and a transverse brace con 
necting each pair of legs intermediate the ends 
thereof in position for traversing the legs of a 
plurality of lower trestles when the trestle struc 
ture is stacked with similar trestle structures, 
each said transverse brace being recessed a slight 
depth where it would be opposite the legs of a 
next lower trestle when stacked, and deeper at 
the portion where it would lie opposite the legs 
of other lower trestles when stacked. 

7. A trestle structure of a form for nesting one 
within another, said trestle structure comprising 
a longitudinal body bar, a pair of downwardly 
divergent legs at each end of the body bar, and 
transverse braces connecting each pair of legs 
intermediate the ends thereof traversing the legs 
of a plurality of lower trestles when the trestle 
Structure is stacked with similar trestle struc 
tures, each said transverse brace being recessed 
to provide flat faces where it would lie opposite 
the legs of a next lower trestle when stacked 
So as to maintain such trestles in vertical align 
ment but Spaced to prevent binding, and the por 
tion of each said brace between said flat faces 
being recessed more deeply. 

CLEMENS J. ERNST. 
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