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(57) Abstract: Control information for distinguishing
whether an image is 2D or 3D is added to the image, which
is stored in a storage means. An output control means
is provided for outputting the control information added
to the image as a control signal when reading the image
from the storage means and outputting it. As a result, when
reproducing images stored with 2D images and 3D images
mixed, it is possible to determine by the control signal
whether an image to be output is the 2D image or the 3D
image, so that the image can be appropriately displayed
depending on an output device. This can solve the problem
that, when reproducing images stored with 2D images
and 3D images mixed, the user must determine whether an
output device can deal with 3D images and select an image
fitting the output device.
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