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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that we, WILLARD S. CLARK
and FrRED N. IForLsoM, both of the city of
Brooklyn, in the county of Ilings and State
of New York, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Cans, of which
the following is a specification.

Our improvement relates to a can with a
valve which operates automatically to close
the nozzle or spout, but which may be opened
by pressure upon the sides of the can.

We will describe our improvement in de-
tail, and then point out the novel features in
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a vertical section of a can embodying our im-
provement. .Fig. 2 is a similar view taken
at right angles to Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in both the figures.

‘A designates acan-body, which may be made
of metal and of any suitable shape, but which
is preferably square, in order that two oppo-
site sides E may be so elastic or flexible as
to yield to external pressure, but to spring or
bhe capable of being pressed outward when
such pressure is removed. '

In the example of our improvement shown
the upper end of the can A is provided with
a neck a, which is serew-threaded and into

which is serewed a stopper «’, which also’

serves as a drip-cup and which needs only to
be removed for filling the can.

Extending -centrally through the neck «
and the stopper o’ is a nozzle or spout B,
which is attached to the bottom b of the stop-
per ¢’ and the lower edge of which consti-
tutes a valve-seat.

C designates a valve, which is represented
as consisting of a cup ¢, constructed with a
fixed partition ¢® a little above its bottom.
In the upper part of this cup above and rest-
ing on the partition ¢® there is a gasket of
linoleum ¢’ or any suitable packing material.

D designates the valve-stem, consisting of
a rod which is attached to the cup ¢ or head
of the valve. This rod isrepresented as pro-
vided at its upper end with a head or flange
¢, which is beneath the partition ¢ The
portion of the rod immediately below this

head or flange fits loosely to a hole in the
bottom of the cup, and the head or flange,
being loose between the bottom and the par-
tition of the cup, forms a sufficiently loose or
flexible connection between the valve and its
stem to enable the valve to adapt itself to the
seat at the bottom of the nozzle B, and so to
always close tightly. Therod D worksfreely
in a fixed guide d, secured in the upper part
of the can.

When the contents of the can are to be
discharged in limited quantities for any pur-
pose, the valve C is moved away from the
lower end of the nozzle B.

The rod D is stepped atits lower end in an
elastic bar F, constituting a spring. This
bar or spring is secured at both its ends to
the sides E of the can at about midway in
the height of the latter. It is represented as
curved and is so resilient as to tend to
straighten itself, and thereby to press the
valve upward to its seat.

When the opposite elastic or flexible sides
E of the can to which the ends of the bar or
spring I are attached are pressed inwardly
by grasping the can in the hand, the bar or
spring I will be bent downward, as shown in
dotted lines in TFig. 1, and thus draw the
valve C away from the lower end of the noz-
zle B. When the pressure which has been
applied to the sides of the can to thus with-
draw the valve has been removed, the resili-
ence of the bar or spring ¥ will operate to re-
turn the valve C to its seat, and thus close
communication between the can and the noz-
zle B.

In order to fill the can, the stopper o’ is un-
screwed from the screw-threaded neck a at
the upper end of the can.

What we claim as our own invention, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a can, the combination of a spout, a
valve normally closing the inner end of said
spout, a rod attached to said valve, a spring
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with which the lower end of said rod is con- 95

nected, the ean having two opposite flexible

side portions, to each of which one of the ends
of said spring is directly secured, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

2. In a can, the combination of a gpout, a
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valve normally closing the inner end of said
spout and comprising a cup-shaped portion
having within it a piece of linoleum or pack-
ing material, a rod loosely or flexibly at-
5 tached to said cup-shaped portion, and a bar to
which the lower end of said rod is connected,
the can having flexible side portions to which
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both ends of said bar are secured, substan-
tially as specified.

WILLARD 8. CLARK.
FRED N. FOLSOM.

Witnesses:
FREDK. HAYNES,
JOHN BICKET.




