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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ELToN H. THOMPSOX, a
citizen of the United States,residing atDrake’s
Mills, in the county of Crawford and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Needles; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as willenable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in needles especially adapted for
use in sewing or lacing leather belts.

The primary object of the invention is to
provide a needle that can be readily threaded
and which when threaded will hold the lacing
firmly and rigidly, as is necessary in the use
of needles of this character.

‘With this and other objects in view look-
ing toward simplifying and improving de-
vices of this character generally my inven-
tion consists in the novel combination and
arrangement of simple parts -that will here-
inafter be fully set forth, and the points of

novelty will be particularly pointed out in

the claims.

I am enabled to accomplish the objects of
my invention by the simple means illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents an enlarged perspec-
tive view of a needle constructed in accord-
ance with my invention, the same being
threaded ready foruse. Fig. 2isanenlarged
central longitudinal section thereof. Fig.3is
a similar view showing the parts of theneedle
slightly separated. Fig.4isalongitudinalsec-
tion of the needle,showing the same threaded,
the sliding sleeve being moved upon the la-
cing and the screw-threaded shank ready to
beserewed to proper position; and Fig. 5is an
enlarged detail perspective view of the screw-
threaded shank.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
indicates the body portion of the needle,which
is provided with the usual point 2. Said body
is screw-threaded internally for a short dis-
tance from one end  thereof, as indicated by
the numeral 3, for the reception of an exter-
nally secrew-threaded shank 4, provided at its
end with an eye 5 for the reception of the
lacing 6. ‘

The numeral 7 indicates a sleeve adapted

to move upon said shank and slide upon the
lacing, as clearly shown in Fig. 2 of the draw-
ings, to prevent said lacing from slipping.
‘When the lacing has been drawn through the
eye, the sleeve is slid to the position shown
in Fig. 8, thus firmly locking the lacing in
proper position. After thisis done the serew-
threaded shank will be prevented from turn-
ing within the sleeve by the frictional contact
of the lacing with the inner periphery of said
sleeve, when, it will be obvious, the screw-
threaded shank can be screwed the entire dis-
tance into the pointed body until it assumes
the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the
drawings.

‘When it is desired to unthread the needle,
it is only necessary to turn the sleeve until
thescrew-threaded shankisdrawn sufficiently
from the body to permit the sliding sleeve to
be slid downwardly, exposing the eye of the
shank, from which the lacing can be readily
removed.
~ While I have described my invention as
particularly adapted forlacing belts and the

like, it will be apparent that it may be made

upon a very much smaller scale and adapted
for various sewing operations.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Aneedlecomprising abody, a shanklon-
gitudinally adjustable therein, provided with
an eye, and a sleeve surrounding said shank
and adapted to bear against the rear end of
said body for limiting the inward movement
of the shank therein.

2. A needle comprising a body, having a
screw-threaded socket at the rear end thereof,
a shank adapted to serew into said socket
and provided with an eye atits rearend, and
a sleeve surrounding said shank and adapted
to bear against the rear end of said body for
limiting the inward movement of said shank,
as and for the purpose set forth. ‘

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

ELTON H. THOMPSON.

Witnesses:
J. N. UprHAM,
F. A, DRAKE.-
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