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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 269,079, dated December 12, 1882. 
Application filed October 31, 1882. (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANK S. MARTYNY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Cin 
cinnati, in the county of Hamilton and State 
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Folding Cots, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had therein to the accompanying drawings. 
The entire frame of my improved folding cot 

is preferably made of metal, the side rails, to 
which the canvas covering is applied, being 
composed of plates whose upper edges are so 
curved or otherwise shaped as to form longi 
tudinally-slotted tubes that receive tucked por. 
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tions of said canvas, these tucks being trav 
ersed by suitable poles where with the cover 
ing is secured in position, as hereinafter more 
fully described, and pointed out in the claims. 
Another feature of my improved folding cot 

consists in pivoting to said side rails two pairs 
of crossed legs, which legs are maintained in 
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their open position, so as to support the cot, by 
a System of knuckle-jointed braces, as herein 
after more fully described, and pointed out in 
the claims. - 

Furthermore, my invention consists in ap 
plying a knuckle jointed frame to the side rails 
of any description of folding cot, which frame 
can be opened in the summer, so as to support 
a mosquito-net, and can be closed up in the 
Winter and concealed beneath the canvas that 
connects said side rails, as hereinafter more 
fully described, and pointed out in the claims. 

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of the under side of my folding 
cot in its closed condition, the canvas covering 
being omitted therefrom. Fig. 2 is a perspec 
tive view of the upper side of the cot-frame in 
its open position. Fig. 3 is an elevation show 
ing the knuckle-jointed mosquito-net frame 
applied to one of the side rails of the cot. Fig. 
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4 is an enlarged transverse section through 
the upper part of the cot, the canvas covering 
being secured to the tubular side rails. Fig. 
5 is an enlarged transverse section, showing 
said covering in the act of being applied to 
the cot. . . 
A and B represent the side rails of my fold 

ing cot, said members being preferably coin 
posed of metallic plates sufficiently thick to 
prevent buckling or bending. Furthermore, 
the upper margin of plate A is bent to a tubu 

lar form, as at at, which tube, however, is not 
closed, a slot, a, being left between it and the 
outer surface of said plate or rail, as more 
clearly shown in Fig. 1. The opposite rail or 
plate, B, is furnished with a precisely similar 
arrangement of slotted tuba, b b'. In fact, 
these two members A. a. a? and B blo are fac 

I similes of each other, being made on the same 
forming-machine. The head of the cot is sup 
ported on two legs, C and D, crossed in the 
manner shown, and coupled to each other by 
a pivot, E. The upper ends of these legs are 
slotted ate do fit snugly around the lower 
margin of rails A B, and are pivoted to the 
latter at c' and d. 
Adapted to couple the leg C to rail A is a 

knuckle-jointed brace, F, that is readily opened 
on account of a recess, f, in the under edge of 
said rail. Leg D is coupled to rail B by a 7 o 

similar knuckle-jointed brace, G, that occupies 
a cavity, g, in the under edge of rail B. The 
foot of the cot is supported on a similar ar 
rangement of crossed legs, H and I, pivoted 
together at J. These legs, however, are not 
slotted at their upper ends, but are simply 
hinged respectively to rails A B at le i. 
Kis a knucklejointed brace, that connects the 

leg H and rail A, said brace being adapted to 
occupy the recess k when the cot is closed. L 
is another similar brace, that unites the leg I 
to side rail B; and l is the cavity for said brace. 
Furthermore, it is preferred to make the legs 
EII somewhat shorter than the supports CD, 
in order that the cot may slope toward the foot, 
this end of the frame being narrower than the 
head of... the same, as seen in Fig. 2. 
M represents a stout piece of canvas or other 

suitable fabric, upon which the bedding is to 
be placed, said canvas being provided with 
two side tucks, N N', of such a capacity as to 
about fill the tubular portions a b of rails A 
B, said tucks terminating respectively with 
curtains or valances in n', that may reach down 
to the floor, if desired. Adapted to slide freely 
within these tucks are poles or bars O O", pref 
erably of wood. 
The support for the mosquito-net consists of 

two vertical knuckle-jointed props, PP, piv 
oted to the opposite end of rail B and on the 
inner side of the same, said props having con 
nected to them by knuckle-joints p p' a longi 
tudinal rod, R, a similar arrangement of props 
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and rods being of course applied to the other 
side rail A. 
When the cot is folded up and the canvas 

removed therefrom the frame assumes the 
compact condition seen in Fig. 1, the legs H 
I being first closed against the straight edges 
of rails A B, thereby causing the braces KL 
to enter the pockets k l of said rails. The 
other legs, CD, are then folded down on these 
legs EII, the braces FG of the former closing 
up snugly against the rails AB, as seen in Fig. 
1. The cot now occupies the smallest possible 
space, and, being so compact and handy, can 
be readily stowed away in a closetor concealed 
under an ordinary bed. When required for 
use the legs C D are first turned up, so as to 
cause their slots cd to embrace the sides of 
rails AB, after which act the other legs, HI, 
are unfolded, and the cot is then inverted and 
opened, as seen in Figs. 2 and 3, a reference 
to which illustrations will show that the pe 
culiar arrangement of knuckle-jointed braces 
F G. KL secures all of said legs in their proper 
positions and prevents their accidental closure. 

25 The tuck N of canvas M is then inserted in 
slot a' and caused to occupy the tubject of rail 
A, and the rod O being now passed through 
said tuck, this side of the caryas is securely 
united to said rail. The other tuck, N, is then 
secured in the tube b by the pole or stick O', 
and the cot is at once ready for the reception 
of the bedding. In some cases, however, it 
may be preferred to attach the canvas to the 
frame while the latter is in the inverted posi 
tion seen in Fig. 1, and depend on the open 
ing of the legs to impart the proper tension to 
said canvas. 

In the winter season the props P P are 
folded down, so as to cause the bars R to lie 

4o parallel with the rails A B and beneath the 
canvas M, as seen in Fig. 4; but in the sum 
iner said props are opened out, as seen in Fig. 
3, the peculiar arrangement of the knuckle 
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wention is not to be limited to any specific con 
struction of tubes; neither is it to be confined 
to a continuous tube, as the latter may be in 
terrupted at intervals, if so desired. Again, 
the lower ends of props PP may be secured 
in sockets at the extremities of the poles O O". 
Finally, it is apparent that the bent or tubular 
portions of said rails A B render the latter 
very stiff and unyielding, and hence the metal 
of which said plates are composed may be com 
paratively thin, thereby adding to the finished 
appearance of the cot, and enabling it to be 
manufactured and handled with the greatest 
facility. 

I claim as my invention 
1. A folding cot the side rails of which, as 

A B, are furnished respectively with longi 
tudinally-slotted tubes a a' bl', within which 
the tucks N N of the canvas M are secured 
by poles O O", substantially as described. 

2. A folding cot the side rails of which, as 
A B, have hinged to them two pairs of crossed 
legs, C c', D d' E, FI h I i J, said legs being. 
maintained in their open positions by the 
knuckle-jointed braces F. G. K. L., connecting 
said legs and rails, substantially as described. 

3. In combination with side rails of a fold 
ing cot, the knuckle-jointed props Pp Pip' and 

55 

65 

75 

rods R for supporting a mosquito-net, substan 
tially as described. 

4. As an improved article of manufacture, 
a metallic: folding cot consisting of side rails, 
A B, crossed legs C c' D d' E, H h' I i? J, and 
knuckle-jointed braces F. G. KL, said side rails 
being furnished with longitudinally-slotted 
tubes a. a' bl', for the purpose specified. 

5. In combination with the side rails, A B, 
of a folding cot, supported on hinged cross 
legs C c' D-d' E, H. h. I i J, in the manner de 
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scribed, the excavations k l in the lower edge 
of said rails to receive the closed knuckle 
jointed braces KI, as set forth. 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
couplings serving to maintain the bars in their presence of two witnesses. 
proper elevated positions. Amosquito net can 
now be applied to said bars in a few minutes. 

In the drawings, the tubes a and b are shown 
as cylindrical, because this is the shape that 
can be formed most expeditiously; but my in 

45 FRANK. S. MARTYNY. 
Witnesses: . 

JAMES H. LAYMAN, 
SAML. S. CARPENTER. 

90 


