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To all tuhon, it may conce7°n: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs VoIIMER, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 

to 

of Dunnigan, in the county of Yolo, State of 
California, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Shingling-Gages for 
Hatchets; and I do declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the 
same, such as will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, and the characters of ref 
erence marked thereon, which form a part of 
this specification. 

This invention relates to an improvement 
in attachments for shingling hatchets for the 
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purpose of gaging the length of the shingles 
to be exposed to the weather, my object be 
ing to produce a gage which may be accu 
rately and effectively used for the purpose 
for which it is designed; also one which may 
be quickly and easily adjusted to accurately 
denote the length desired. These objects I 
obtain by means of a gage blade adjustably 
arranged on the top of the shingling hatchet, 
and by such other and further construction 
as will appear by a perusal of the following 
specifications and claims. 

In the drawings similar characters of ref 
erence indicate corresponding parts in the 
several views. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a shingling 
hatchet with the improvement applied. Fig. 
2 is a view of the eccentric ratchet wheel em 
ployed on the improved device. Fig. 3 is an 
end view of the device. 

1 designates the handle provided with the 
usual blade 2 and driving head 3. 
4 is a gage plate provided with gaging 

shoulders 5 and a bifurcated end 6 curving 
over the outer edge of the blade 2. 
7 is a rod provided on its lower end with a 

hook 8 gripping the inner edge of the blade 2, 
the upper end of said rod being threaded and 
extending through the plate 4 and having a 
nut 9 mounted on said threaded portion. In 
the plate 4 are a series of Orifices 4", and 10 is 
a pin extending through the head of said 
hatchet and through one of said orifices 4, 
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said pin 10 being slotted and having a key 
16 in said slot for the purpose of regulating 
the position of the said pin and to keep it 
from turning by engaging with a groove in 
the hatchet. Encircling said pin 10 loosely 
is a ratchet wheel 11 provided with a rigid 
eccentric shoulder 12 extending into said ori 

fice 4". Said ratchet wheel 11 engages with 
pins 13 which form a part of the plate 4, all 
for the purpose as will appear. Said ratchet 
wheel 11 is held on said pin 10 by means of 
a washer 14 and pin 15 extending through 
said pin 10. In using the device the plate 4 is arranged 
so that the distance between the end of the 
head 3 and the shoulders 5 will equal the 
length that is desired to have the shingles 
exposed. The nut 9 is then tightened and 
the shoulder 12 inserted in the orifice 4' and 
the washer 14 and the pin 15 inserted in po 
sition. This holds the plate 4 stationary in 
the desired position. As the end of the 
head 3 wears down the ratehet wheel 11 may 
be rotated, the eccentric shoulder 12 thus 
causing the position of the plate 4 to be 
changed sufficiently to make up the loss 
of distance occasioned by the Wearing away 
of the head of said hatchet. The lugs 13 
engaging the ratchet wheel Il hold it in the 
desired position. By providing a plurality 
of apertures 4", and the stop lugs 13, differ 
ent lengths of shingles may be gaged as will 
be obvious. Thus it will be seen that I have 
provided a shingle gage for shingle hatchets 
which may be easily adjusted to meet all 
contingencies; also one which, though sim 
ple in construction, is very effective for the 
purpose for which it is designed. 
While the above is a detailed description 

of the present, and preferred embodiment of 
my invention, yet in practice many small 
changes in said details may be resorted to 
without departing from the spirit of my in 
vention. 

Having thus described my invention what 
I claim as new and useful and desire to secure 
by ''Letters Patent' is:- 

1. The combination with a hatchet having 
an aperture through its head portion, of a 
gage device comprising a plate bearing upon 
the outer end of the hatchet body and with 
a recess at one end bearing over the hatchet 
blade and with lateral shoulders extending 
beyond the recessed end of the same, a 
clamping device operating to hold the plate 
upon the blade portion of the hatchet, a bolt 
operating through the aperture in the hatchet 
body, and with an eccentric thereon operating 
in a cavity in the blade, a serrated disk carried 
by said eccentric and adapted to engage a 
pin extending from said plate, whereby the 
plate may be adjusted longitudinally of the 
hatchet body. 
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2. The combination with a hatchet having 
an aperture through its body portion, of a 
gage plate bearing upon the outer end of the 
hatchet body and provided with a plurality 
of spaced apertures near one end, and with a 
recess at the other end for bearing over the 
blade of the hatchet and with lateral shoul 
ders adjacent to the recessed end, a clip de 
vice operating to adjustably connect the 
plate to the hatchet blade, a bolt operating 
through the aperture in the hatchet body 
and adapted to be consecutively engaged by 
the apertures in the blade, and means for ad 
justably securing said blade to said bolt. 

3. The combination with a hatchet having 
an aperture throughits body portion, of a gage 
plate bearing upon the outer end of the 
hatchet body and provided with a plurality 
of spaced apertures near one end and with 
a stop pin adjacent to each aperture and 
with a recess at the other end for bearing 
over the blade of the hatchet and with lateral 
shoulders adjacent to the recessed end, a 
clip device operating to adjustably connect 
the plate to the hatchet blade, a bolt oper 
ating through the aperture in the hatchet 
body and adapted to be consecutively en 
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gaged by the apertures in the blade, said 
bolt having a cam for operating in one of 
said gage plate apertures, and with a ser 
rated disk adapted to be engaged by said stop 
pins, whereby the gage plate may be adjust 

disposed longitudinally of the hatchet 
octy. 
4. As a new article of manufacture, an at 

tachment for shingling hatchets consisting of 
a gage plate adapted to bear upon the outer 
end of a hatchet body with a recess at one 
end for bearing over the blade of the hatchet 
and with lateral shoulders adjacent to the 
recessed end and with a plurality of aper 
tures near the other end, stop pins spaced 
from said apertures, an eccentric plate 
adapted to be rotatively disposed in one of 
said apertures and with a serrated disk con 
centric with said eccentric plate and adapted 
to be engaged with said stop pins. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES VOLLMER. 

Witnesses: 
FL. H. GABLE, 
JOE KERR. 
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