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To ]l whom it may concern:’

Be it known that I, Witaro Axrex
SrEakaan, a citizen of the United States,
and a resident of Silverside, Brandywine
Hundred, in the county of Newecastle and
State of Delaware, have invented a new
and Improved Lavatory Supply-Valve, of
which the following is a full, clear, and
exact deseription. o
- This invention has reference to improve-
ments in valves, particularly water supply
valves for lavatories and other places
wherein it is desivable that the valve be
controlled by thie feet; such, for example, as

‘in hospitals, etc., where it is impractical

for surgeons and others to conirol the How
of water to and from the wash bowl with
their hands. ‘
This invention contemplates the provi-
sion of valves of the above character for

- the control of the hot and cold water sup-

plies, the valves being located when applied
under the flooving, and having means for
making a leak should one develop in the de-
vice first appear on the floor on which the
device is placed.

The invention further resides in certain
novel features of construction and combina-
tion ol parls as will be hercinafter particu-
larly set forth and claimed, .

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this speci-
fication, in which similay characters of refer-
ence indicate corvesponding parts in all the
views. .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the lava-

tory supply valve coustructed in accord-

ance with my invention; Fig. 2 is a side
elevation of the same, illustrating the man-
ner in which it is applied to the flooring;
and Fig. 3 15 a front elevation of the device,
partly v central vertical section.

The preferred construction of the inven-

tion embodies two valve casings 5, 5, cach
being divided into an upper and lower cham-
ber, the lower chambers of whieh are re-
spectively comnccied to the hot and cold
water supplies through the inlets 6, and the
upper chambers discharging into a com-
mon outlet 7. The passage of the water
from the lower to the upper chamber in
each easing is controlled by a valve 8, which
seats over an opening in the lower portion
of an inner eylindrical casing 9, received
- the upper chawber. This casing 9, as

clearly shown in Fig. 8, is threadedly con-
o b

- packing gland 12,

nected to the valve casing at its lower end,
and is of reduced diameter at its central
portion to provide an annular space 10 be-
tween it and the valve casing 5. The inner
cylindrical casing has a number of open-
ings 11 formed in the body thereof, through
which the water flows therefrom into the
annular space. The upper portion of the
casing 9 projects above the valve casing j,
with which it is made water.tight by »
& plug 13 threaded nto
the lower end of the casing 5, is coustructed
with a tubular pertion 14 on its inner face,
in which ix guided the lower end of the stem
15 of the valve §, the Iatter being fixed to
the stem in any suitable manner as, for ex-
amnple, us illustrated in Tig, 3, and is nor-
mally pressed to its seat by a spring 16, tho
latler being inferposed between the valve
head and the plug 13, The plugs 13 of the
valve casings are constructed with reduced
projecting portions, to which is attached a
laterally-extending bracket 132, rigidly con-

-neeting the lower portions of the casings

together, and providing means for secur-
ing this part of the device 1o a ceiling or
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othier support. The valve stem 15 Passes

through the closed upper end of the inner
cylindrieal casing 9, "and s wade waler
tight therewith by the surrounding packing
gland 17.

The upper ends of the valve casings 5 are
externally threaded and flanged for re-
celving and seating a box 18, which is made
water-tight with the casings by nuts 19
threaded on the upper ends thiercof and
pressing the bottom of the box against
gaskets seated on the walve casing fanges.
The sides of the box 18 are of such Lelght
as to project slightly zbove the tops of the
valve stems, and ave attached in any suit-
able manner, for example, as by the machine
screws shown in Iig. 3, to & Hoor-plate 20,
forming the top of the box. -

Arranged divectly over the valve stems
15, and disconnected thevefrom, are foot-
operated buttons 21, the shanks of which
are -slidable in openings in the foor-plate
20, and-ave provided with a cross-pin 22, or
other equivalent device, underncath said
plate, to prevent the buttons from being eom-
pletely swithdrawn.,  The fleor-plate 20 is
preferally extended to one side of the box
for carrying suitable controlling means for
withdrawing and dosing the wash bowl
plug, the said conirolling means being also
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actuated by foot-operated buttons 23, which
ave slidable through the floor-plate. 'Fhis
feature, however. forms no part of the pres-
ent invention, but is merely shown to bring
out the nature of the device as constructed
in practice.

In the application of the inveniion, a suit-
able opening is provided in the Hooring,
preferably near the bowl or other receptacie
to which the waler is, or 1s to be, piped;.the
size of the opening being just suflicient to
admit the box 18 and permit of the margin
or projecting edges of the plate 20 seating
on the top of the foor, as illustrated in Fig.
9, -thus arranging the valve casings below
the floor. After the casings are connected
up to the hot and cold wuter supplies, and
the outlets therefrom piped to the bowl, on
depressing the butions 21 with the feet, the

flow of water through the valves is con-
trolled. Should a Jeak develop about the

valve stelis or between the upper portions
of the inner and outer casings of the valve,
the water will collect in the box 18, aud will
after a time wheu the box fills, pass above
the floor around the stems of the butlons 21.
This will indicate to any one cn the same
floor that the valve is leaking, before the
water drips to the floor below. By making
the buttons 21 as a separate part from the
valve stews there is no danger of the latter
being bent or loosened by striking a blow on
the side of the bulton, as by the foot.

The invention as shown and deseribed
while being the preferred practical embodi-
ment of my invention, may obviously be
modified in particulars falling within the
scope of the claims annexed. ;

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as néw and desive to secure by Let-
ters Patent: .

1. In a device of the character described,
valve casings divided into upper and lower
chambers having respectively inlets and a
coramon outlet, a valve controlling com-
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munication between said chambers, having
a stem, plugs threaded into the lower por-
tions of the casings, having means for guid-
ing the valve slems, a laterally-extended
hracket for connecting the casings, rigidly
attached to said plugs, a box connecting the
uppex portions of the casings and providing
water-tight joints thereabout, a plate form-
ing the top of the box, having the mnargin
thereof projecting beyond the box, and foot-
actuated buttons slidable in the plate above
the valve stems for opening the valves.

2. The combination of a valve casing, a
valve in the casing provided with a stem
passing through the upper portion thereof,
a box having a water-tight connection with
the casing arvound the valve stem, a floor-
plate closing the top of the box, and a foot-
actuated device for operating . the valve,
disconnected from the valve stem and slid-
able 1n the floor-plate. =

3. The combination of a valve casing hav-
ing a valve, a water-tight box surrounding
the upper porticn of the casing, a floor-
nlate closing the top of the box, and means
Tor actuating the valve, pussing through the
floor-plate.

4. The combination of valve casings,
valves within the casings having stems pass-
ing through the upper portions thereof, a
water-tight box surrounding the upper poe-
tions of the casings, a floor-plate covering
the box. foot-actuated devices projecting
above the floor-plate for operating thevalve,
and a bracket attached to the lower portions
of the casings for securing them in a fixed
position. .

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WILLARD ALLEN SPEAKMAN

Witnesses:
Winriam H. GisBoxs,
‘Magrsgarn P. Tixparr.
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