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To all whom it may concern:

‘Beitknownthatl, EDWARD AUGUSTUS JEF-
FREYS, a subject of the King of Great Britain
and Ireland, and a resident of Thistlewood,
Coppice road, Moseley, near Birmingham,
England, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Appliances for Picking
Up Balls Employed iz Table-Tennis or other
Games, (for which I have filed an application
in Great Britain, No. 2,791, bearing date Feb-
ruary 4, 1902,) of which the following is a
specification. ‘

This invention has for its object the con-
struection in a simple and inexpensive manner
of appliances for the ready and convenient
picking up of the balls employed in table-
tennis and other games..

My invention comprises the combination,

with a suitable stick or handle part, of a cage-
like receptacle formed from a spiral spring
with coils having intervening spaces of a
width somewhat less than the diameter of the
balls, but which extend at any part to admit
a ball without releasing those that may be
already within the spring. ,

Referring to the accompanyiig sheet of ex-
planatory drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion, and Fig. 2 an end elevation, of a ball
‘“picker-up” constructed in aceordance with
my invention. Fig. 3 is an elevation repre-
senting a modified form of my picker-up.

The type of my ball picker-up, as shown at
Figs. 1 and 2, has a cage or receptacle which
is made from a single length of wire wound
or coiled into the particular spiral form illus-
trated and with extensions to form the fork
a for attachment in any convenient manner
to the handle part b. The space or distance
between the coils is somewhat less than the
diameter of the balls, as ¢, to be picked up;
but on pressing any part of the spring upon
a ball the space between any two adjacent
coils at their points of contact with the ball
will widen or extend sufficiently to admit the
ball to the interior of the spring; butno other
portion of the space between the coils will
widen sufficiently to permit of the escape of

a ball already within the spring, and imme-
diately a ball has been forced into thespring,
as aforesaid, the coils will return to their nor-
mal position. The discharge or withdrawal
of the balls can be effected by forcing apart
the coils with the fingers, or I sometimes pro-
vide a discharge-aperture at one end of the
spring. ,

In the type as illustrated at Fig. 3 1 com-
bine the spring with a supporting-ring, as d,
around which the spring is wound in the man-
ner illustrated. .

By forming the cage or receptacle from a
wire spring in the manner described balls can
be readily picked up from under furniture
or when lying in corners, against a wall, or
in any other awkward position, forasany part
of thespring cage or receptacle will open when
pressed upon or against a ball or balls the
appliance will act equally well at whatever
angle the operating stick or handle is placed
with the floor-level.

For clearness of illustration all the ballsin
Fig. 3 and some of them in Figs. 1 and 2 are
shown by dotted lines.

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim as new; and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In appliances for picking up balls, the
combination with an operating stick or han-

-dle of a coiled-spring cage having the coils

arranged in planes parallel with the handle
substantially as described. ‘

2. In appliances for picking up. balls, the
combination consisting of an operating stick
or handle and a coiled-spring cage having
extensions forming a fork for attachment to
the said handle the said coils being arranged
in planes parallel with the handle, substan-
tially as deseribed. '

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand in presence of two witnesses.

Witnesses:
EDWARD MARKS,
* HERBERT BOWKETT.
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