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This invention relates to an adjustable book holder,
and in particular to a holder, adjustable in a mount as 1o
angularlity and height, for the convenience of readers
in a supine position, and -bed-ridden patients in particu-
lar. ‘Whether arising from considerations of convenience,
or of necessity, the need for such a device is appreciable,
and although many remedial proposals have been ad-
vanced heretofore, these have failed to find general ac-
ceptance, as attested by the fact that bed patients, if they
read at all, either hold the book in hand, or improvise a
support from conventional items available, such as din-
ing trays, and the like.

Tt is therefore a general object of the present invention
to provide an improved book support, adapted for readers
in a supine position. Another and related object is to
provide a book support which minimizes the demands
for manual attention by the reader, without sacrifice to
ease and comfort in the reading process.

More particularly, it is an object to provide a holder
adapted to hold a book in an open position, in association
with a mount in an arrangement permitting both angular
and height adjustment of the holder.

It is also among the objects to provide a book holder
as aforesaid, which is simple in structure, few in parts,
easy of manufacture, assembly and mainténance, low in
cost, and facile and reliable in operation.

These and other ends, which will be apparent, are
attained by the present invention, a preferred form of
which is described in the following specification, as illus-
trated in the drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the book holder,
and mount, in use by a bed-ridden patient.

FIGURE 2 is a bracketed view, in perspective, show-
ing the several parts of the device in exploded arrange-
ment,

FIGURE 3 is a front elevational view of the device.

FIGURE 4 ‘is a vertical sectional view, taken on the
plane of the liné 4—4 of FIGURE 3, and showing, in
dash lines, the book holding element in an adjusted po-
sition of swing.

FIGURE 5 is a segmental view similar to FIGURE 4,
showing the upper part of the device, and with the book
holder in a further, adjusted position of swing.

FIGURE 6 is a horizontal, sectional view through the
device, taken on the plane of the line 6—6 of FIG-
URE 5.

Referring to the drawings by characters of reference,
there is shown a book-holder plate, indicated generally
by the numeral 19, supported by a pair of end standards
12, of identical construction, but arranged in the assem-
bly in mirror-image relationship. Since the standards
are similar, the same reference numerals will apply in
one as in the other. Thus, each comprises an A frame,
with a bottom beam, or chord 14, from the ends of which
a pair of identical side rails 16 converge to an upper apex,
the latter being rounded, inside and outside by virtue
of laterally hooked portions 18, on the upper ends of
sides 16, meeting in a vertical line 2.

The book-holding plate or slab 10 is trunnion mount-
ed in clongate, vertical slots 22, in rails 24, having bev-
eled faces 26 at their upper ends, secured, as by gluing,
to the curvate, apex portion of the standards, and with.
their lower ends secured to, and supported on, shelves
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28, secured to, and spanning the side rails 16 of the
standard, somewhat above the mid height thereof, and
connected by a tie rod, or dowel 29 (FIG. 2), réceived in
bores 30 in shelves 28, and secured by nails 31. This
arrangement provides for a slant in standards, with up-
ward convergence, of the two, and with the slotted rails 24
vertical in final assembly, so that the device not only
provides suitable clearance at the base, for straddling
the body of the reader, while maintaining compactness
of structure in the book-holding, upper portion, but is
also possessed of over-all rigidity.

For its trunnion mounting, the book-holding plate 1¢
carries, at opposite ends, and medially of its width, on

“one face, a pair of blocks 32, bored to receive bolts 33,

which engage in slots 22, and are secured by wing nuts
34, with washers 36, in any given working position of
the plate 10. For adjusting the working position, the
wing nuts are loosened, after which the trunnion bolts
33 may be moved along slot 22, and/or the inclination
of plate 10 may be varied by swinging about bolts 33.

Separate holders for the book covers are provided in
addition to pageholders, so that the book, as a whole, is
supported while the pages are being turned, which is of
importance where the book is oriented at an angle to
the horizontal, especially when vertical, or mearly so.
Thus, the plate or board 10 is provided, near its lower

corners, with bowed, spring clips 38, screwed or nailed

at one end to the board, and adapted to clip the lower
edges of the facing pages of a book, the resiliency of the
clips being adapted to accommodate pages, from a single
page, to the total number in the book. Holding the
covers of the book requires no such expansivity, and
this function is accomplished by a pair of straps 40, with
hooked ends 42 engaging opposite edges of board 10,

and with inturned, terminal ends 44, received in parallel

grooves 46 in board 10, for sliding movement of ad-
justment therealong. After the book has been laid in
place on board 10, the strap clips 40 are moved inward-
ly to engage the two covers, and the straps will preferably
have a loose fit and a degree of resiliency, so as to ac-
commodate covers of different thickness. In the hold-
ing action, the natural tendency of the covers to close
will also be a contributing factor. Once mounted, straps
49 are retained on plate 19 by the spring clips 38.

The device has utility for any reader, but especially
in a case such as illustrated in the drawings, wherein a
bed-ridden patient is confined to a fully reclining, supine
position, with only the hands available for use, since it
is possible for him to mount the book in place, and ad-
just the holding plate to the most favorable angle, and
set the spring clips on the pages. Thereafter, in the
progress of the reading it is only necessary to slip a page
from one spring clip, and insert it behind the other.
This operation presents little more difficulty than that
involved in turning the pages in ordinary reading, and in
some respects is less difficult, because the hands are re-
Lieved of the burden of supporting the weight of the book.

While a certain, preferred embodiment has been shown
and described, various modifications will be apparent, in
the light of this disclosure, and the invention should not,
therefore, be deemed as limited, except insofar as shall
appear from the spirit and scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A book holder comprising a pair of end standards,
of generally triangular outline, a shelf carried by each
standard, medially of its height, a member secured to
each standard at its upper end, and to said shelf in spaced
relation to the standard, and disposed at an angle there-
with, each said member having an elongate slot, a tie rod
connecting said blocks, in a position with said members
mutually parallel, and said standards converging up-



3

wardly, a book-holding plate having a pair of blocks
extending from one face, near opposite ends of the plate,
pivot bolts carried by said latter blocks, and adapted to
be received in the slots in the respective, said members,
a wing nut to secure each bolt in position in its receiving
slot, a pair of spring clips carried by said plate in cor-
ner areas, and a pair of straps having hooked ends
received over edges of said plate, said plate having paral-
lel grooves in said one face, and said hooked ends having
bent, terminal edges received in said grooves, said straps
located inwardly of said clips, and retained on said plate
thereby.

2. A book holder comprising a pair of end standards
of generally triangular outline, a shelf carried by each
standard, a member secured to each standard, and to said
shelf, and disposed at an angle to said standard, each of
said members having an elongated slot, a tie rod con-
necting said blocks, in a position with said members mu-
tually parailel, a book-holding plate having a pair of
blocks extending from one face, trunnions carried by said
latter blocks, and adapted to be received in the slots in
the respective, said members, means to secure each trun-
nion in position in its receiving slot, a pair of spring clips
carried by said plate in corner areas, and a pair of straps
having hooked ends received over edges of said plate, said
plate having parallel grooves in said one face, and said
hooked ends having bent, terminal edges received in said
grooves, said straps located inwardly of said clips, and
retained on said plate thereby.

3. A book holder comprising a pair of end standards,
of generally triangular outline, a shelf carried by each
standard, a member secured to each standard, and to said
shelf, and disposed at an angle to said standard, each
said member having an elongate slot, a tie rod connecting
said blocks, in a position with said members mutually
parallel, a book-holding plate having a pair of blocks
extending from one face, trunnions carried by said latter
blocks, and adapted to be received in the slots in the
respective, said members, means to secure each trunnion
in position in its receiving slot, a pair of spring clips
carried by said plate in corner areas, and a pair of straps
having hooked ends received over edges of said plate,
said straps located inwardly of said clips, and retained
on said plate thereby.

4. A book holder comprising a pair of end standards,
of generally triangular outline, a shelf carried by each
standard, a member secured to each standard, and to said
shelf, and disposed at an angle to said standard, each
said member having an elongate slot, a tie rod connecting
said blocks, in a position with said members mutually
parallel, a book-holding plate having a pair of blocks
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extending from one face, trunnions carried by said latter
blocks, and adapted to be received in the slots in the
respective, said members, means to secure each trunnion
in position in its receiving slof, a pair of spring clips
carried by said plate in corner areas, and a pair of straps
having hooked ends received over edges of said plate.

5. A book holder comprising a pair of end standards, a
pair of trunnion mounts having elongated slots carried
by said standards and disposed at an angle thereto, means
permanently connecting said standards, with said mounts
in parallelism, a book-holding plate having trunnions
received in said slots, a pair of laterally slidable retainers
for the covers of a book, carried by said plate, and a
pair of page clips carried by said plate, and located in re-
taining relationship to said retainers.

6. A book holder comprising a pair of end standards, a
pair of trunnion mounts having elongated slots carried
by said standards and disposed at an angle thereto, means
permanently connecting said standards, with said mounts

in parallelism, a book-holding plate having trunnions

received in said slots, a pair of laterally slidable retainers
for the covers of a book, carried by said plate, and a pair
of page clips carried by said plate.

7. A book holder comprising a pair of end standards, a
pair of trunnion mounts having elongated slots carried
by said standards and disposed at an angle thereto, means
permanently connecting said standards, with said mounts
in parallelism, a book-holding plate having trunnions
received in said slots, and separate means on said plate
for holding down the covers of a book, and the pages
of a book.

8. A book holder comprising a pair of end standards, a
pair of trunnion mounts having elongated slots carried
by said standards and disposed at an angle thereto, means
permanently connecting said standards, with said mounts
in parallelism, a book-holding plate having trunnions
received in said slots, and holding clips carried by said
plate.

9. A book holder comprising a pair of end standards, a
pair of trunnion mounts having elongated slots carried
by said standards and disposed at an angle thereto, means
permanently connecting said standards, with said mounts
in parallelism, and a book-holding plate having trunnions
received in said slots.
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