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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDGAR R. LOWEREE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Bal 
timore, in the State of Maryland, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Receptacles, of which the following is a 
description, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing and to the letters and 
figures of reference marked thereon. 
The present invention relates to new and 

useful improvements in receptacles, and 
more especially to receptacles having a fric 
tion top or cover, which may be used for 
packing oysters or other articles not requir 
ing hermetic Sealing. 
The object of the invention primarily is 

to provide a receptacle of the above char 
acter with means for locking the friction top 
or cover to the receptacle so that said top or 
cover is not likely to be accidentally dis 
placed during shipping, and if displaced, 
either by accident or otherwise, the evidence 
of unlawful tampering with the contents 
will appear. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a package primarily for the purpose of 
shipment, but which when such use has been 
accomplished, may be adapted for domestic 
use and which will be practically air tight 
and dust tight. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a strong shipment package so con 
structed that a bail may be applied thereto 
without the usual protruding connections 
ordinarily provided for such, and in which 
the bail rests inside the periphery of the 
COWei. 

In its broadest sense, the invention con 
sists in combining with the receptacle and 
its cover, of a means for locking said cover 
on said receptacle with means for sealing 
the locking means, and in a more restricted 
sense, the means for locking the cover on the 
receptacle includes the bail and there is pro 
vided means for sealing the bail whereby 
any movement of the bail to release the cover 
will break the seal. 

Furthermore, the invention consists in the 
various other matters hereinafter described 
and referred to in the appended claims. 
In the accompanying drawings which 

show by way of illustration certain embodi 
ments of the invention: Figure 1 is a plan 
view of a receptacle having my improve 
ments applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a section on 
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the line 2, 2, of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a section on 
the line 3, 3, of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is an enlarged 
section showing the manner of applying the 
seal to the sealing material. Fig. 5 is a 
sectional view showing the locking bail 
raised for the purpose of carrying the re 
ceptacle. Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 1, 
showing another manner of constructing and 
applying the bail as well as another manner 
of sealing the bail. Fig. 7 is a side view of 
Fig. 6. Fig. 8 is a view partly in section 
showing the locking bail illustrated in Fig. 
6 as raised for the purpose of carrying the 
receptacle. Fig. 9 is a view illustrating one 
of the lower end portions of the modified 
form of bail. Fig. 10 is a sectional perspec 
tive view of the inside of the upper portion 
of a can and cover. Figs. 11 and 12 are 
views similar to Fig. 3 illustrating different 
positions of application of the ends of the 
bail. 
My receptacle consists of a body portion 1, 

which as herein shown is cylindrical in 
form, although it is obvious that said re 
ceptacle may be of any desired shape. Said 
receptacle has an open mouth at its upper 
end, which is preferably the full size of the 
receptacle. The receptacle is closed by a 
friction top or cover 2, which may be of any 
desired construction, and is preferably 
formed with an outwardly projecting flange 
constructed to frictionally seat Within the 
body portion of the receptacle. In this con 
struction, the top or cover will have on its 
outer face a recess. These parts are of the 
usual construction in friction top recepta 
cles, and will not need further disclosure. 

It is found that sometimes during ship 
ping, a cover held on by friction solely is 
accidentally removed or loosened, so that 
the contents of the receptacle will spoil or 
be wasted. Then again, it has been found 
in practice that it is desirable to provide 
Some means for fastening the friction top 
cover on to the receptacle which will prevent 
the unauthorized removal of the contents 
without visible evidence of such removal; 
otherwise the receptacle may be refilled and 
closed and sold as an original package put 
up by the parties who are identified by the 
particular shape, construction or by certain 
markings on the package. 

In order to overcome the above objections, 
I have provided my receptacle with a lock 
ing bail 4. A perforation 5 is formed in the 
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friction top or cover, and a second perfora 
tion 6 is formed in the body of the recep 
tacle adjacent the upper edge thereof. 
These perforations are so disposed that 

5 when the cover is crowded into the mouth 
of the receptacle to seal the same, the per 
forations are in alinement. The bail 4 is 
provided with bent ends 7, which may be 
readily sprung into the openings or perfo 

10 rations 5 and 6. The spring in the bail will 
hold these bent ends in said perforations, 
and will lock the top or cover on to the re 
ceptacle, so that it cannot be accidentally 
removed therefrom. Said bail 4 is prefer 

15 ably curved or shaped so that it may be 
turned to a horizontal position, as shown in 
Fig. 2, and seat within the recess formed in 
the outer face of the cover. By so construct 
ing the bail the same does not in any way 

20 interfere with the packing of the recep 
tacles in shipping, as one receptacle may be 
set on top of another, if desired. 
After the bail has been placed on the re 

ceptacle so as to lock parts together, and 
25 turned to horizontal position, a sealing mate 

rial 8 may be placed on the inner face of the 
cover, so as to cover the end of the bail and 
the perforations extending through the 
cover and receptacle. This sealing material 

30 serves two purposes, -first to seal the recep 
tacle from any leakage which might occur 
through the perforations in the cover and 
receptacle; and second, to prevent the re 
moval of the bail without breaking the seal, 

35 thus giving visible evidence of such removal. 
After the sealing material has been placed 

on the cover, any desired characteristic 
mark may be impressed on the sealing mate 
rial by the original packer and this would 

40 readily show whether or not the package 
had been opened and refilled, or re-sealed. 
It will be understood that for greater secur ity a sealing composition may be applied 
between the side walls of the cover and can. 

45 . The bail 4 may be readily turned to verti 
cal position, as shown in Fig. 5, to afford a 
convenient means for carrying the package. 
After the package is emptied and the cover 
removed, the bail may again be attached to 

50 the receptacle to form a pail, if desired. 
In Figs. 6 to 10 inclusive, a modification 

is illustrated in which instead of there being 
provided bent ends 7 of the bail 4, which are 
simply sprung into the openings or perfora 

55 tions 5 and 6, there is provided a modified 
form of bail, the end of which 7a is shown in 
detail in Fig. 9 and is sprung into the ob 
long perforations 5, 6'. In this instance, 
instead of the sealing composition 8 being 
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applied to cover the ends of the bail pro 
truding through the openings 5 and 6, such 
sealing material 8 is applied preferably as 
shown in Fig. 6, namely, at about the center 
of the bail, although of course, it may be ap 
plied at any other point or points. While 
this modification just described comes with 
in the scope of the broad invention of seal 
ing the locking means which holds the cover 
on to the receptacle, whether said locking 
means is a bail or not, in its specific form, 
it may in some instances be found desirable 
to provide a bail, the lower ends of which 
cannot be forced out of the perforations 
when the bail is in closed position as might 
be possible in the construction shown in 
Fig. 1; for it will be seen that by sealing the 
bail itself in the manner indicated in Fig. 6, 
the particular style of bail end 7 cannot be 
removed from the openings without break 
ing the Seal 8 and raising the bail substan tially to upright position. 

In Figs. 11 and 12, I have shown modifi 
cations simply of the position of the bail 
end 7 and perforations 5 and 6 with the cor 
responding change in the manner of appli 
cation, and the amount of, sealing material 
used. 

It is obvious that minor changes in the de 
tails of construction may be made, without 
departing from the spirit of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is:- 
The combination of a receptacle, a friction 

cover therefor having an outwardly project 
ing flange constructed to frictionally engage 
the interior of said body portion, said body 
portion and said flange having alined aper 
tures, a bail having its ends bent to engage 
said apertures for securing the cover to the 
body portion, said flange on the cover form 
ing a recess in the outer face thereof in 
which said bail may be housed during ship 
ping, and a sealing substance attached to the 
cover within the recess thereof at a plurality 
of points, including the apertures, which 
Substance serves to seal the can and make a 
more perfect closure at the apertures 
through which the bail passes, and whereby 
any movement of the bail to release the 
cover will break the sealing substance. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature, 

in presence of two witnesses. 
EDGAR. R. LOWEREE. 

Witnesses: 
A. M. PARKINs, 
JoHN W. TucKER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
- Washington, D. C.’ 
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