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COLLAPSIBLE BASSINE 
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signor to American Forging and Socket Com 
pany, Pontiac, Mich., a corporation of Michigan 

Application November 28, 1947, Seria No. 788,600 
(C. 5-99) 13 Claims. 

1. 
The present invention relates to a collapsible 

bassinet. 
It is an object of the present invention to 

provide a collapsible bassinet which may be 
quickly extended to open position or collapsed 
to closed position. With a minimum of effort and 
attention. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide a collapsible bassinet including col 
lapsible lazy tong side members provided with 
means for engaging the bottom of the bassinet 
to prevent lateral displacement of the sides (f 
the bassinet when the bassinet is in extended 
position. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide a collapsible bassinet having a bottom 
formed of two halves hinged together in Con 
bination with a dual purpose handle shaped to 
provide an interlock with the sides of the bas 
Sinet when the bassinet is extended to provide 
for rigidity of the entire structure. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide a collapsible bassinet having collapsible 
sides constructed of hinged links forming a lazy 
tong arrangement in combination. With means 
spacing the links laterally from each other to 
avoid shearing action upon opening and closing 
of the bassinet. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide a bassinet comprising head and foot 
boards, a foldable bottom comprising halves 
hinged to the footboard, and headboard and 
to each other, collapsible sides of lazy tong Con 
Struction, and foldable Supporting leg Structures 
adapted to lie along the bottom of the bassinet. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide a collapsible bassinet having a bottom 
Structure composed of two halves, side structures 
in the form of collapsible lazy tongs, and inter 
engaging Supporting means at the bottom of 
the side structures and at the sides of the bot 
ton Structure to Support the side structures 
against lateral displacement and to assist in 
Supporting the bottom structure in operative 
position. 
Other objects and features of the invention 

Will become apparent as the description proceeds, 
especially when taken in conjunction with the 
acCOIn panying dra Wings, wherein: 

Figure it is a side elevation of the bassinet in 
Open. Or extended position showing its legs ex 
tended to Supporting position; 

Figure 2 is a section on the line 2-2, Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary section on the line 

3-3, Figure 1; 
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Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view 

illustrating the manner in which the bottom. 
portion and one leg of the side structure are 
Secured to a head or footboard; 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary Section. On the line 
5-5, Figure 2; 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective view il 
lustrating the supporting interlock provided by 
the handle; 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary perspective view il 
lustrating the provision of a nesting recess in 
the bottom structure for receiving the trans 
Verse portion of the handle; 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary Section on the line 
8-8, Figure 1: 

Figure 9 is a fragmentary side view of the 
pivot connection between a pair of links of the 
lazy tong construction; 

Figure 10 is a fragmentary section on the line 
20 0-0, Figure 5; 

Figure 11 is a fragmentary perspective view 
illustrating the interlock between the Side con 
Struction and the bottom construction; 

Figure 12 is a fragmentary Section showing 
25 the clip which supports the leg structures in a 
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folded or collapsed position; 
Figure 13 is a side elevation of the collapsible 

bassinet in closed or collapsed position; and 
Figure 14 is a simplified side elevation show 

ing one manner of using the bassinet. 
Referring now to the drawings, the collapsible 

bassinet comprises a headboard 0 and footboard 
. Secured to opposite sides of the head and 

footboards ( and are Supporting brackets 2 
Which may be Secured to the head and footboards 
by Welding or riveting, aS indicated at 3. 
Brackets f2 have inwardly extending, full length 
flanges 4 and relatively short, inwardly extend 
ing flanges 5 provided adjacent the bottom 
thereof. A collapsible Side Structure indicated 
generally at 8 is provided, this structure being 
in the form of a lazy tong arrangement and 
comprising a plurality of generally S-shaped 
links 9, the ends of which are pivoted together 
as indicated at 20 and intermediate portions of 
Which are pivoted together as indicated at 2. 
The end link elements 9 are pivoted to the head 
and footboards O and , fixed pivots 22 being 
provided at the top of the side structure with 
the flange 4, the bottoms of the end links 
having headed pins 25 Sidable in vertically ex 
tending slots 26 formed adjacent the lower end 
of the flanges. 4. As best seen in Figure 4, 
the vertical slots 26 are provided preferably 
with enlarged openings 2 adjacent the top to 
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permit insertion of the heads of the pins 25 in 
assembly. The arrangement just described per 
mits opening and closing of the bassinet by 
movement of the head and footboards to and 

toward and away from each other while the 
head and footboards are maintained by the lazy 
tong construction of the sides in substantially 
parallel?relationship 
A foldable bottom structure indicated gener 

ally at 30 is provided and comprises two halves 

5 

10 
3 and 32 pivoted respectively to the headboard: 
0 and footboard . 

formed of shaped sheet metal, as well illustrated 
The bottom structure - is , 

in Figure 4, and comprises elongated side ribs. 
33 of generally channel formation interconnected 
by the transverse ribs 34. A central longitudinal 
rib is formed by webbing:as.indicated at 35; in: 
Figure 7. The bottom halves 3 and 32 are 
hinged at their outer ends to the head and rfoot 
boards and Specifically this hinged connection is 
provided by bolts 36 or the like passing through 
bolt-receiving openings formed in the flange 5 
on the bracket, 2. 
The adjacent edges" of the bottom:haives: are 

20 

4. 
extending through the transverse pivot portion. 
49 of the handle, the spring having one end 
53 engaging one of the brackets 40, all as illus 
trated in Figure 6. The effect of the spring is 
to bias the handle upwardly when the bassinet 
is in extended position so that the parts occupy 
the dotted line position shown in Figure 5. Abut 
ments 54 are provided on brackets 4 and will 
be “engaged by the legs of the handle to insure 
proper registration between the recess 48 and the 
pins 5. 
The construction just described provides for 

a very useful and important function. It will be 
apparent that since the handle 45 has inwardly 

: 5; bent portions 49 which serve as the pivot con 
nections between the adjacent ends of the bot 
tom...halves 3 and 32, and since upward move 
ment of the handle from full line to the dotted 
line position illustrated in Figure 6 releases, the 
handle from pins 5, it is possible to collapse the 
bassinet completely simply: by grasping the 
transverse portion 46 of the handle and lifting it. 
The first effect will be to move the charadle to a 
position in. Which the pins 5l. are released from 

hinged, together: and for this purpose each of 25 the Precesses 48. Further lifting of the handle 
the halves 3 and 32 is provided with brackets 40 
having pivot-receiving openings. 4. 
A multiple-function handle 45 is provided hav 

ing a transverse carrying portion A6 and legs:47 

raises:the-mutually hinged portions of the bot 
tom Sections 3 and 32 and will result in parallel 
movement of the head and footboards toward 
each other and the collapse of the lazy tong side 

shaped to provide -a, spin-receiving recess. 48, as 330 construction. Therefore the construction pro 
best seen. in Figure -5. . The ends of the legs 47 
are bent inwardly, as indicated at 49 in Figure 6, 
and pass through...the openings 4 provided in 
the pivot bracketS 40 carried by the bottomhalves 
3 and 32. Thus the inwardly extending:portions 
4 of the handle 45 serve as pivot pins for inter 
connecting the bottom-halves 3 and 32. 
The pivot connection provided at the bottom 

between the central links. 9, which connection 
is illustrated at 50 in Figure. 1, includes an in . 
wardly, extending pin 51 which is positioned to be 
received within the recess. 48 when the bassinet 
is in extended position and when...the-handle, 45 
is: depressed to the full line position illustrated 
in Figures, 5...and 6. This provides an interlock. 
between the side structure. , 8., and the bottom 
structure. 30 which imparts...rigidity to...the bas 
Sinet in extended position. 
As previously stated, the bottom structure in 

cludes a central longitudinally extending., rib 
formed by an aligned series of...webs. 35, as illus 
trated in Figure: 7. In order to receive the trans 
verse portion, 46 of the handle-below... the upper 
Surface of the top structure, the appropriate one 
of the webs. 35 is depressed as indicated at .55. 
in Figure 7 and the transverse portion 46 of the 
handle is offset as indicated at 56; 
The bassinet has been designed so that it may 

be extended simply by... grasping the head and 
footboard and moving them apart, at which time 
the bottom halves fall into extended position, and 
the side-structures extend to the operative po 
sition shown in Figure 1. At this time, in order 
to simplify the operation and to. provide a con 
struction which is substantially foolproof, it is: 
desirable that the handle 45-be-retained in po 
Sition such that the recesses 48-formed therein 
are in alignment with the pins: -54. With this 
arrangement it is then only necessary for, the 
user to depress... the handle- to the full line-po 
Sition... shown : in Figure 6 - and the bassinet is 
firmly locked in extended position. In order to 
insure that the-handle 45 remains, in the-dotted 
line-position of Figure, 5* as the bassinet is ex 
tended, a Spring 52 is provided having a portion. 

:35: 

50 

60, 

65 

70, 

75 

40. 

45. 

vides for Opening the bassinet simply by grasp 
ing the head and footboards, and moving them 
apart, after which the parts are locked. in open 
position by depressing the handle. The opening 
Operation is... even simpler and comprises, simply 
grasping the handle and raising it, which results 
in the complete collapse of the bassinet. 
In order to provide for additional support 

when the bassinet is in open or extended, posi 
tion, the side. flanges 33 of the bottom sections 
are formed outwardly as indicated at 60, to pro 
vide.down Wardly open camming and supporting 
pockets. Or, recesses. Hooks. 64, carried at the 
appropriate ones of the bottom pivot connections 
between: links 9, have upwardly and slightly 
outwardly extending flanges 62 adapted to regis 
ter. With and enter into the recesses. 6. Accord 
ingly, the bottom halves 3 and 32 are supported 
from the lazy tong, structure when the bassinet 
is, in open position. In addition to the support 
thus provided there is a second supporting inter 
lock...provided by actuation of the handle, from 
the dotted line to the full line position, as seen 
in Figue, 5, which has previously been described. 

5.It may be observed at this time that the sup 
porting interlock provided by the recesses 48 
receiving the pins 5 f is primarily a. support 
against downward movement of the bottom 
halves. 3 and 32 whereas the interlocking, sup 
port, between the recesses. 60 and camming 
flanges 62.not only supports, the bottom halves 
3, and 32...against downward movement but also 
Supports, the relatively flexible lazy tongside 
constructions against outward movement. 
The bassinet is ordinarily provided with fabric 

side. covers (not shown) and it is contemplated 
that in . collapsed position it may contain not 
Only a mattress pad but possibly a sheet. Or the 
like. It is therefore, desirable that the lazy tong 
construction be arranged to prevent a. shearing 
action as the link elements 9 thereof move. over 
each other between open, and closed position. 
In order to accomplish this desirable result the 
construction best illustrated in Figures.3, 8 and 
9 is employed. The link elements 9 at the sides 
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are formed of sheet metal and each is provided 
with formed portions or abutments 65. As best 
seen in Figure 8, the abutment 65 on one set 
of links is provided with a rivet-receiving open 
ing 66. The bottom wall of the abutment 65 
on the cooperating link has an extruded rivet 
portion 67 which in assembly is extended through 
the opening 66 and riveted over to provide a 
pivot connection between the links. The result 
of the construction just described is that por 
tions of the links 9 which would otherwise slide 
over each other and provide a shearing effect 
are spaced apart by an amount equal to tWice 
the height of the abutments 65. In order that 
this construction may be provided and still main 
tain the sides in parallelism with the flanges 
4, the end links of the lazy tong Structure are 
preferably secured to the flanges 4 as illustrated 
in Figure 3. Here it will be noted that the upper 
end of the end link 9 is secured to one side of 
the flange 4 and the bottom end of the cooperat 
ing end link is secured to the opposite Side of 
the flange 4. 
The construction includes Supporting legs for 

the bassinet, these legs being indicated at 75 and 
preferably being formed of bent rod construc 
tion welded or otherwise Secured together. TWO 
such leg constructions are provided, one being 
provided to the headboard and one being pro 
vided to the footboard. Conveniently, the leg 
construction 75 may be pivoted to the short 
flanges 5 formed on the supporting brackets 
2. Adjacent the lower ends of the leg con 

structions are preferably provided wheels 6 so 
that the bassinet construction may be rolled on 
the floor. The leg constructions 5 are each 
foldable to collapsed position against the under 
side of the adjacent one of the botton halves 
3 and 32 and for this purpose Spring catches 
TT are provided on the underside of the bottom 
halves in position to receive and engage a lower 
crosspiece 78 on the leg construction. A col 
lapsible bracing strut 79 is provided which is 
adapted to assume an over-center locking posi 
tion when the legs are extended so as to posi 
tively prevent accidental collapse of the legs 
when the bassinet is in USe. 

Since the common pivot connection betWeen 
the bottom halves 3 and 32 is displaced Sub 
stantially from their plane as indicated in Figure 
5, the bottom halves are Spaced apart a Sub 
stantial distance when the bassinet is collapsed 
and this provides room intermediate the bottom 
halves when in closed position to receive the 
folded leg structure 75 and the wheels 76, all 
as well illustrated in Figure 13. 
In Figure 13 the bassinet is illustrated in closed 

position and a foldable mattress pad 80 is in 
dicated as included therein. In this figure the 
handle 45 is shown in full lines in the position 
which it will occupy as a result of being spring 
biased against the stop 54. Hinge bracketS 40 
are, however, provided with additional stops 8 
whose function is to determine the position of 
the handle 45 when it is employed to lift and 
carry the bassinet. In Figure 13 the carrying 
position of the handle 45 is illustrated in dotted 
lines and it will be observed that the legs thereof 
are at this time in engagement With the stops 
or abutments 8. 

Referring now to Figure 14, there is illustrated 
one possible use of the collapsible bassinet. In 
this figure the bassinet is shown with One leg 
structure 75 extended and the other leg struc 
ture in folded position against the bottom. The 
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6 
leg structures 5 are of a height Such that When 
the device is Supported in an automobile One 
end with the legs folded may rest upon the Seat 
and the other end may be Supported by the leg 
structure in extended position, at Which time 
the bassinet will remain Substantially horizontal. 
The bassinet is accordingly adapted to assume 

four positions. These positions are the closed 
or folded position; the open or extended position 
With both legs folded, at which time it may be 
Supported upon a chair pad, table or the like; 
a, third position in which one of the leg struc 
tures is extended and the other is folded and the 
bassinet is Supported by one leg structure and by 
independent Supporting means, such, for exam 
ple, as an automobile Seat; and finally the open 
Or extended position in which the bassinet is Sup 
ported by both legs in Open or extended position. 
The dra WingS and the foregoing Specification 

constitute a description of the improved collap 
Sible bassinet in Such full, clear, concise and ex 
act terms as to enable any perSon Skilled in the 
art to practice the invention, the scope of which 
is indicated by the appended claims. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A folding bassinet comprising rigid head 

and footboards, a bottom formed of two halves 
hinged to the head and foot boards respectively 
and hinged together midway between the head 
and footboards, collapsible sides of Iazy tong con 
Struction, a handle pivotally Secured to Said bot 
tom, and means on Said sides engageable by said 
handle when Said bassinet is extended to lock 
said bassinet in extended position. 

2. A folding bassinet comprising rigid head 
and footboards, a bottom formed of two halves 
hinged to the head and footboards respectively 
and hinged together midway between the head 
and footboards, collapsible sides of lazy tong con 
struction, a bail-like handle pivotally secured to 
Said botton adjacent the mutual hinge of the 
two halves thereof, pin-receiving recesses in the 
legs of said handle, and pins extending inwardly 
from the mid portions of said sides, said pins en 
tering Said receSSes when said handle is pressed 
down against the bassinet bottom. 

3. A folding bassinet comprising rigid head and 
footboards, a bottom formed of two halves hinged 
to the head and footboards respectively and 
hinged together midway between the head and 
footboards, collapsible Sides of lazy tong con 
struction, a bail-like handle pivotally secured to 
Said bottom adjacent the mutual hinge of the 
two halves thereof, pin-receiving recesses in the 
legs of Said handle, pins extending in Wardly from 
the mid portions of Said sides, and Spring means 
biasing Said handle in a direction to align said 
pins and receSSes when said bassinet is extended, 
Said pins entering said recesses when Said handle 
is pressed down against the bassinet bottom. 

4. A folding bassinet comprising rigid head 
and footboards, a bottom formed of two halves 
hinged to the head and footboards respectively 
and hinged together midway between the head 
and footboards, collapsible sides of lazy tong con 
Struction, a bail-like handle pivotally Secured to 
said bottom adjacent the mutual hinge of the 
two halves thereof, pin-receiving recesses in the 
legs of said handle, pins extending inwardly from 
the mid portions of Said SideS, and Spring means 
biasing said handle in a direction to align Said 
pins and recesses when said bassinet is extended, 

75 

said pins entering said receSSes when said han 
dle is pressed down against the bassinet botton, 
Said bassinet bottom having a transverse receSS 
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therein for receiving: transverse portions of said 
handle below the top surface of Said bottom. 

5. A folding bassinet comprising. rigid head 
and footboards, a , bottom-formed. Of two halves 
hinged to the head and footboards: respectively 
and hinged together midway between the head 
and footboards, collapsible sides of lazy tong con 
Struction, a handle pivotally secured to said bot 
tom at the hinge interconnecting the two halves 
thereof, Said handle comprising a pair of arms 
each-provided. With a pin-receiving recess and an 
upper transverse portion shaped to lie across the 
bottom of said bassinet, and pins carried by the 
bottoms of said sides engageable in said...recesses 
When said handle is folded down into engage 
ment with the bottom of Said bassinet. 

6. A folding bassinet comprising rigid head and 
footboards, a bottom formed of two halves hinged 
to the head and footboards respectively and 
hinged together midway between the head and 
footboards, collapsible sides of lazy tong con 
struction, a handle pivotally secured to said bot 
ton at the hinge interconnecting the two halves 
thereof, said handle comprising a pair of arms 
each provided with a pin-receiving recess and 
an upper transverse portion shaped to lie across 
the bottom of said bassinet, pins carried by the 
bottons of said sides engageable in Said recesses 
When Said handle is folded down into engagement 
with the bottom of said bassinet, spring. means 
biasing: Said handle away from the bottom of said 
bassinet in extended position, and stop means for 
Said handle effective: to align said pins and re 
ceSSes When Said bassinet is extended. 

7. A folding bassinet comprising rigid head and 
footboards, a bottom formed of two halves 
hinged to the head and footboards respectively 
and hinged together midway between the head 
and footboards, collapsible sides of lazy tong con 
struction, a handle pivotally Secured to Said 
bottom at , the hinge interconnecting the tWO 
halves thereof, said handle comprising, a pair of 
arms each provided with a pin-receiving recess 
and an upper transverse portion shaped to lie 
across the bottom of said bassinet, pins carried 
by the bottoms of said sides engageable in said 
recesses when said handle is folded down into 
engagement with the bottom of said bassinet, 
spring means biasing said handle away from the 
bottom of said bassinet in extended position, 
first stop means for said handle effective to 
align said pins and recesses when said bassinet 
is extended, and second stop means effective to 
limit movement of said handle to approximately 
central position when said bassinet is folded. 

8. A folding bassinet comprising rigid head and 
footboards, a bottom formed of two halves 
hinged to the head and footboards respectively 
and hinged together midway between the head 
and footboards, collapsible sides of lazy tong 
construction, and cooperating interlocking ele 
ments carried at the bottom of said sides and at 
the edges of said bottom engageable automati 
cally upon extension of Said bassinet to Sup 
port said sides against lateral displacement. 

9. A folding bassinet comprising rigid head and 
footboards, a bottom formed of two halves 
hinged to the head, and footboards respectively 
and hinged together midway between the head 
and footboards, collapsible sides of lazy tong 
construction, cooperating interlocking elements 
carried at the bottom of said sides and at the 
edges of said bottom engageable automatically 
upon extension of said bassinet to support said 
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sides against lateral displacement, said ele 
ments comprising upwardly extending hooks 
carried at the bottom of said bassinet sides, and 
downwardly open camming and interlocking re 
ceSSes at the edges of said bassinet bottom halves 
in position to engage" said hooks as said bassinet 
is extended. 

10. A collapsible bassinet comprising head 
and footboards, collapsible Sides of lazy tong 
Construction, a bottom comprising bottom halves 
hinged at opposite ends to the head and, foot 
boards, and having their adjacent - ends hinged 
together, and a carrying-handle secured to said 
bottom halves adjacent their mutual hinge- so 
that lifting on said handle collapses the bassinet, 
the hinge between said: botton halves at their 
adjacent ends including pivot pins carried by 
Said handle. 

11. A collapsible bassinet comprising head 
and footboards, collapsible. Sides of lazy tong 
construction, a bottom comprising botton halves 
hinged at opposite ends to the head and foot 
boards, and having their adjacent ends provided 
With pivot pin-receiving openings, a Wire carry 
ing handle having bent end portions, extending 
through the pivot-receiving openings, and . co 
Operating locking means on said handle and the 
Sides of Said bassinet in position to be engaged 
by downward in Oweinent of said handle into the 
plane of Said botton when said bassinet is open, 
Whereby Said bassinet may be unlocked and col 
lapsed by simple lifting movement of said handle. 

12. A collapsible bassinet comprising head 
and footboards, collapsible sides, a bottom con 
prising botton halves hinged at . Opposite- ends 
to the head and - footboards, and having their 
adjacent ends provided with pivot pin-receiv 
ing openings, a Wire carrying handle having 
bent end portions extending through the pivot 
receiving openings, and cooperating locking 
means on said handle. and the sides of said 
baSSinet in position to be engaged. by down 
Ward movement of said handle into the plane of 
said bottom when said bassinet is open, whereby 
Said bassinet may be unlocked and collapsed by 
simple lifting movement of Said-handle. 

13. A folding bassinet: comprising rigid head 
and footboards, a bottom formed of two halves 
hinged to the head and footboards respectively 
and hinged together midway between the head 

a bail-like 
handle pivotally Secured to said botton adja 
cent the mutual hinge of the two halves. theire 
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of, pin-receiving recesses in the legs of said 
handle, and pins extending inwardiy from the 
mid portions of said sides, said pins entering 
said recesses when said handle is pressed down 
against the bassinet bottom. - 
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