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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS E. WOOD, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

IMPROVEMENT IN ROTARY SHOW-CASES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 125,109, dated March 26, 1872.

SPECIFICATION.

1, TroMAS E. Woop, of Chicago, in the
county of Cook and State of Illinois, have in-
vented an Improved Rotary Folding-Leaved
Show-Case, of which the following is a speci-
fication: ‘

Tlie present invention relates to an improve-
ment in that class of show-cases used to ex-
hibit photographs, pictures, advertisements,
&e.; and its nature consists in a two-partstand,
the upper section of which is made to rotate
and, by means of suitable mechanism, to open

~and’ shut the leaves of the show- -case, as the

whole is hereinafter fully described and shown.

In the drawing, Iigure 1 is a perspective
representation of my ilnpl oved show-case with
the glass removed ; TFig. 2,4 plan or top view
of the upper end; I‘lo 3, an inverted and en-
larged view of the upper section of the bot-
tom, showing the friction-wheels, &e.; Iig. 4,
a vertical section taken through Fig. 2 on line
x; Fig. 5, a perspective representation of one
of the links of the endless chain and its leaf
attachment.

A, Fig. 1, Drawing 1, and Figs. 3 and 4,
Drawmo 2, 1eplesentb the base of the stand
or show -case, and B, same figures, the upper
rotating ‘section of the base, which are made
of wood or other suitable mafterial, and orna-
mented with moldings to give a neat appear-
ance. S8 8 Srepresent friction-wheels, made
of rubber or other suitable material, and fast-
ened to the lower ends of shafts I, and ar-
ranged to run in a recess formed in the under
side of the part B, as shown in Fig. 4, Draw-
ing 2. The upper ends of the rods I pass
through a plate, B, Figs. 1 and 4, said plate
being beld in position by means of a standard,
D, supported by therotating part B. The base
A is provided with a stationary wheel, T, Figs.
3 and 4, around which the wheels S travel
when the part B is rotated. The parts A B
are held in place by means of a screw, a, or
other suitable fastening. F F I' I F represent
four sections of folding leaves, which are made
of card-board or other suitable material, and
arranged to hold photographs, cards, or other
articles to be exhibited. The upper andlower
endsof these leaves areheld together by means
of endless chains or links « «, Flb. 2, the plate
E being removed in this figure to show the con-
struction more clearly. The peculiar form of
the links is shown in Fig. 5, V 'V being the

parts pivoted to the adjoining links,-and H the
socket-fastening, which clasps over the ends
of the leaves and fastens by rivets. Arod, dJ,
has its upper and lower ends fastened tothe re-
spective links of the endless chains, by means
of which the leaves are held in an easy upright
position to be folded from one section of leaves,
IFI'FTIT, to the other section. The means
for thus folding the leaves when the part B is
rotated, so as to turn the rods I, consist of star-
wheels L I L I, which are attached to rods I,
and as they rotate the sharp prongs of the
wheels strike into the notches 2/, Fig. 5, of the
links, and fold four leaves at a time—one leaf
of each section of leaves—consequently the
article to be exhibited can be readily brought
to view. The plate which supports the lower
ends of rods I is shown at M, Figs. 3 and 4,
the plate at Fig. 3 being swung from over the
wheels S to show their position more clearly.
In order to protect the leaves and cards, &e.,
thereon from dust and dirt a globe or glass, b,
is placed over them, as shown at Tig. 4, and,
it further ornament is desired, a matting, a sec-
tion of which is shown at N, Fig. 4, can be used.

By means of this arrangement and construe-
tion a Jarge number of cards can be exhibited

in a small space, while, at the same time, each -

picture or card can be distinetly and readily
seel.

In the drawing five leaves are shown in each
section; but more or less leaves can be used
ina Su,thD, and there may be more or less sec-
tions.

Having thus described my invention, what -
I claim, and desire to sectire by Letters Patent,
ig—

1. One or more sections of leaves, F I I I
T%, combined with endless chains #, wheels S,
and two-part bottom or base A B, provided
with stationary wheel T, when said parts are
operated in conjunction with star-wheels L, as
and for the purpose set forth.

2. Thé combination of the socket-links V'V
H with leaves IF and star-wheels L, as set forth.

3. The combination of the glass b with leaves
F, base or stand A B, wheels ST, rods I, star-
wheels L, endless chains & z.
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A, HAYWARD.




