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STORAGE MEDIUM RENTAL SYSTEM 

0001. This application is a Continuation-In-Part of patent 
application Ser. No. 10/234,093, filed on Sep. 5, 2002, which 
is still pending. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0002 The present invention relates to a technique for 
renting a storage medium Storing digital content. 

BACKGROUND ART 

0.003 Storage mediums such as DVDs for digitally stor 
ing work including movies and music have been increas 
ingly widespread. High-volume information can be digitally 
Stored in Such Storage mediums as DVDs, and can be used 
Semi-permanently. 
0004. By taking advantage of such storage mediums, a 
rental-Service business for renting Storage mediums Storing 
movies, music, etc., has been developed to create a huge 
market. 

0005 Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. H11 
164238 discloses the following technique, aiming at billing 
users economically in accordance with playback conditions 
of work. At a rental shop, a user Selects, from a group of 
discS, a disc Storing information that the user wants. At the 
rental shop, information about the Selected disc, Such as a 
Serial number, a catalogue number, a specified playback 
time, and a playback number (=0), is written to an IC card 
owned by the user. The user plays the disc using a player to 
play back the information Stored therein. Here, a playback 
time is measured and accumulated. When the accumulated 
playback time exceeds the Specified playback time, the 
playback number, which is the number of times the disc is 
played, is counted as one. The user may play the disc a plural 
number of times, and the counted playback number is 
written to the IC card. When the user returns the disc and the 
IC card, data in the IC card is read and an amount of payment 
is calculated in accordance with the playback number at the 
rental shop. 
0006 Also, Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. 
H11-167768 discloses the following technique, aiming at 
managing a rental time limit, So that a rented disc can be 
played only within a rental-use period for the disc. At a 
rental shop, a user Selects, from a number of discS, a disc 
Storing Software information that the user wants. Each disc 
also Stores its unique management information. Information 
about the Selected disc, i.e., unique management information 
and rental-use time limit information of the Selected disc, is 
written to an IC card by an IC card writing apparatus. Then, 
the user is given this IC card together with the Selected disc. 
The user brings home the disc and the IC card, and Sets them 
on a special player. The player can play the disc only within 
the rental-use period that is written in the IC card. 
0007 Moreover, Japanese Laid-open Patent Application 
No. 2002-50126 discloses the following technique, aiming 
at providing, at low costs, a playback apparatus that prevents 
playback of a storage medium whose rental time limit is 
expired, a storage medium, and a rental System. A data 
playback apparatus is equipped with a data playback control 
unit. The data playback control unit Starts clocking time with 
an initial value being the Start date and time of a playback 
allowed period shown by management information. The 
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playback-allowed period is a time period during which data 
is allowed to be played back. The data playback control unit 
allows the data to be played back until the kept date and time 
reaches the end date and time of the playback-allowed 
period. The rental System of this invention includes a data 
Writing apparatus that writes, to a storage medium, data and 
its management information showing a playback-allowed 
period during which the data is allowed to be played back, 
the Storage medium Storing the data and the management 
information, and the above-described data playback appa 
ratuS. 

0008 Further, Japanese Laid-open Patent Application 
No. 2002-149061 discloses the following technique, aiming 
at providing a distribution System and a distribution method 
that improve user convenience, eliminate profit loSS of a 
shop, and realize Secure content protection in the field of 
digital content distribution. Mutual authentication is per 
formed between a playback apparatus and an IC card and 
also between the IC card and a management center. The IC 
card transmits, to the management center, a certificate of a 
playback apparatus public key that has been received from 
the playback apparatus. A user inputs, using a terminal, 
contract information including a content title and a rental 
period. The management center receives the contract infor 
mation to which a signature of the IC card is added, encrypts 
a content encryption key and the like using the playback 
apparatus public key and the like, adds a Signature to the 
encrypted data, and transmits the data with the Signature to 
the terminal. The terminal writes the transmitted data to the 
IC card. When the Signature matching Succeeds, the terminal 
Stores the content into the Storage medium. The playback 
apparatus decrypts the encrypted content encryption key 
received from the IC card, and decrypts the content using the 
content encryption key. 

0009. There are increasing demands from rental agents 
that rent Storage mediums Storing movies, music, etc. for 
effectively limiting users use of work Stored in Such Storage 
mediums. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

0010. To satisfy the above-mentioned demands, the 
present invention aims at providing a rental System, a 
playback apparatus, a rental-shop apparatus, a rental 
method, a storage medium, and a rental program that can 
limit a user's use of a Storage medium Storing digital work 
when the Storage medium is rented to the user. 
0011. In a storage-medium rental System, a rental agent 
rents a user a Storage medium Storing digital work, to 
provide the digital work to the user. The System includes a 
portable Storage medium to be rented to the user, a portable 
Semiconductor memory owned by the user, a rental-shop 
apparatus owned by the rental agent, and a playback appa 
ratus owned by the user. The Storage medium prestores 
encrypted content generated by encrypting digital work 
using a content encryption key. The Semiconductor memory 
has an area for Securely storing a content decryption key. 
The rental-Shop apparatus Stores a content decryption key 
for decrypting the encrypted content. When the user rents 
the Storage medium at a rental shop, the Semiconductor 
memory is mounted on the rental-shop apparatus. When the 
rental agent receives a user's payment for the rental, the 
rental-shop apparatus writes the content decryption key to 



US 2005/0234826 A1 

the Semiconductor memory. To play back the digital work, 
the user mounts the Semiconductor memory and the Storage 
medium on the playback apparatus. The playback apparatus 
Securely reads the content decryption key from the Semi 
conductor memory, reads the encrypted content from the 
Storage medium, decrypts the encrypted content using the 
content decryption key, and play back the decrypted content. 
0012. The above aim of the present invention can be 
achieved by a Storage-medium rental System for temporarily 
providing, from a rental agent to a user, a right to use digital 
work Stored in a portable Storage medium, where a portable 
Semiconductor memory is connected to a rental-shop appa 
ratus when the rental agent rents the user the Storage 
medium, and the Storage medium and the Semiconductor 
memory are connected to a playback apparatus when the 
user plays back the digital work, the Storage-medium rental 
System including: the Storage medium that prestores digital 
content data representing the digital work; the Semiconduc 
tor memory that has an area for Securely Storing information; 
the rental-shop apparatus that Securely writeS right informa 
tion into the area of the Semiconductor memory when the 
rental agent rents the user the Storage medium, the right 
information showing a range of the right to use the digital 
work Stored in the Storage medium; the playback apparatus 
that, upon receipt of an instruction from the user to play back 
the digital work, (a) Securely reads the right information 
from the area of the Semiconductor memory, (b) judges 
whether the digital work is allowed to be used or not, based 
on the read right information, and (c) only when judging that 
the digital work is allowed to be used, reads the digital 
content data from the Storage medium and plays back the 
digital work based on the read digital content data. 
0013. According to this construction, the rental-shop 
apparatus Securely writes the right information to the Semi 
conductor memory, and the playback apparatus Securely 
reads the right information from the Semiconductor memory 
and judges whether the digital work Stored in the Storage 
medium is allowed to be used or not based on the read right 
information. Therefore, only the user who owns the semi 
conductor memory can play back the digital work. 
0.014. Here, the user may make a payment for rental to the 
rental agent when the rental agent rents the user the Storage 
medium, and the rental-shop apparatus may Securely write 
the right information into the area of the Semiconductor 
memory when the rental agent receives the payment for 
rental from the user. 

0.015 According to this construction, the rental-shop 
apparatus Securely writes the right information to the Semi 
conductor memory when the rental agent receives the pay 
ment for rental from the user. Therefore, the semiconductor 
memory can be used to guarantee that the user has properly 
made the payment for rental to the rental agent. 
0016. Here, the digital content data stored in the storage 
medium may have been generated by encrypting the digital 
work using an encryption key, the rental-shop apparatus may 
write the right information including a decryption key to be 
used to decrypt the digital content data, into the area of the 
Semiconductor memory, and the playback apparatus may 
decrypt the read digital content data using the decryption 
key included in the read right information, to generate the 
digital work, only when judging that the digital work is 
allowed to be used. 
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0017 According to this construction, the playback appa 
ratus decrypts the read digital content data using the decryp 
tion key included in the read right information. Therefore, 
only the user who owns the Semiconductor memory can 
decrypt the digital content data. 
0018. Here, the rental-shop apparatus may securely write 
the right information including playback-limiting informa 
tion into the area of the Semiconductor memory, the play 
back-limiting information showing a limitation to be 
imposed on playback of the digital work Stored in the Storage 
medium, and the playback apparatus may judge whether the 
digital work is allowed to be used or not, based on the 
playback-limiting information included in the read right 
information. 

0019. According to this construction, the playback appa 
ratus judges whether the digital work is allowed to be used 
or not, based on the playback-limiting information included 
in the right information read from the Semiconductor 
memory. This construction can properly limit the use of the 
digital work by the user who owns the Semiconductor 
memory. 

0020 Here, the playback-limiting information may show 
a rental-use time limit until when the rental agent allows the 
user to use the digital work Stored in the Storage medium, the 
rental-shop apparatus may write the right information 
including the rental-use time limit, and the playback appa 
ratus may compare the rental-use time limit included in the 
right information with a present date and time, and judges 
that the digital work is allowed to be used when the 
rental-use time limit is on or after the present date and time. 
0021 According to this construction, a rental-use time 
limit can be set for the user who owns the Semiconductor 
memory. 

0022 Here, the playback-limiting information may show 
a rental-use period during which the rental agent allows the 
user to use the digital work Stored in the Storage medium, the 
rental-use period Starting from a time at which the user 
firstly plays back the digital work Stored in the Storage 
medium, the rental-Shop apparatus may write the right 
information including the rental-use period, and the play 
back apparatus may compare an elapsed date and time at 
which the rental-use period elapses from the time at which 
the user firstly plays back the digital work, with a present 
date and time, and judges that the digital work is allowed to 
be used when the elapsed date and time is on or after the 
present date and time. 
0023. According to this construction, a rental-use period 
can be set for the user who owns the Semiconductor memory. 
0024. Here, the playback-limiting information may show 
a number of times the user is allowed to play back the digital 
work Stored in the Storage medium, the rental-shop appara 
tuS may write the right information including the number of 
times the user is allowed to play back the digital work, and 
the playback apparatus may count a number of times the 
digital work has been played back every time the digital 
work is played back, and judge that the digital work is 
allowed to be used only when the counted number of times 
does not exceed the number of times the user is allowed to 
play back the digital work included in the right information. 
0025. According to this construction, the number of times 
playback is allowed can be set for the user who owns the 
Semiconductor memory. 
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0026. Here, the storage medium may store first identifi 
cation information in correspondence with the digital con 
tent data, the first identification information identifying the 
digital work, the rental-shop apparatus may write the right 
information including Second identification information into 
the area of the Semiconductor memory, the Second identifi 
cation information identifying the digital work, and the 
playback apparatus may compare the first identification 
information Stored in the Storage medium and the Second 
identification information included in the read right infor 
mation, and only when the first identification information 
and the Second identification information match, judge that 
the digital work identified by the digital content data Stored 
in correspondence with the first identification information is 
allowed to be used. 

0.027 According to this construction, the playback appa 
ratus compares the first identification information Stored in 
the Storage medium and the Second identification informa 
tion included in the read right information, and judges that 
the digital work represented by the digital content data 
Stored in correspondence with the first identification infor 
mation is allowed to be used only when the first identifica 
tion information and the Second identification information 
match. This can ensure that the use of digital work by the 
user who owns the Semiconductor memory is limited only to 
digital work that is allowed to be played back. 

0028. Here, the digital content data stored in the storage 
medium may have been generated by encrypting the digital 
work using a content key, the rental-Shop apparatus may 
Securely write the right information including an encrypted 
content key that has been generated by encrypting the 
content key using a device key, into the area of the Semi 
conductor memory, the Semiconductor memory may further 
prestore the device key in the area, the device key being 
unique to the Semiconductor memory, the Semiconductor 
memory may further include a decryption unit operable to 
decrypt the encrypted content key Stored in the area using 
the device key Stored in the area, to generate the content key, 
and output the generated content key, and the playback 
apparatus, upon receipt of the playback instruction from the 
user, may receive the content key from the Semiconductor 
memory, and decrypt the read digital content data using the 
received content key, to generate the digital work. 

0029. According to this construction, the semiconductor 
memory prestores the device key in the area, and includes 
the decryption unit that decrypts the encrypted content key 
Stored in the area using the device key to generate the 
content key, and outputs the generated content key. There 
fore, the possibility of the decryption unit being decoded can 
be reduced. 

0030 Here, the digital content data stored in the storage 
medium may have been generated by encrypting the digital 
work using a content key, the Storage medium may store a 
disc key that is unique to the Storage medium, the rental shop 
apparatus may Securely write the right information including 
an encrypted content key that has been generated by 
encrypting the content key using the disc key, into the area 
of the Semiconductor memory, the Semiconductor memory 
may further include a decryption unit for obtaining the disc 
key from the Storage medium via the playback apparatus, 
decrypting the encrypted content key Stored in the area using 
the obtained disc key to generate the content key, and 
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outputting the generated content key, and the playback 
apparatus, upon receipt of the playback instruction from the 
user, may receive the content key from the Semiconductor 
memory, decrypt the read digital content data using the 
received content key, to generate the digital work. 
0031. According to this construction, the semiconductor 
memory obtains the disc key from the Storage medium via 
the playback apparatus, decrypts the encrypted content key 
Stored in the area to generate the content key, and outputs the 
generated content key. Therefore, even if the Storage 
medium is copied by an unauthorized user, decryption of the 
encrypted content can be prevented. 
0032 Here, the semiconductor memory may perform 
mutual device authentication with the rental-shop apparatus, 
and only when the mutual device authentication Succeeds, 
allow the rental-shop apparatus to write the right informa 
tion. Also, the Semiconductor memory may perform mutual 
device authentication with the playback apparatus, and only 
when the mutual device authentication Succeeds, allow the 
playback apparatus to read the right information. 
0033 According to these constructions, the semiconduc 
tor memory and the playback apparatus perform mutual 
device authentication between them. Therefore, only an 
authenticated device is allowed to use the right information. 
0034. Here, the area of the semiconductor memory may 
include a plurality of application areas being provided in 
one-to-one correspondence with a plurality of application 
functions, each application area being provided for Securely 
Storing information for the corresponding application func 
tion, and one of the plurality of application functions may be 
a rental function of renting the Storage medium for use in the 
Storage-medium rental System, and the application area 
corresponding to the rental function is used to Store the right 
information. 

0035. According to this construction, the area of the 
Semiconductor memory includes a plurality of application 
areas in one-to-one correspondence with the a plurality of 
application functions for Securely storing information. 
Therefore, the Semiconductor memory can be used for 
various purposes. 

0036. Here, another one of the plurality of application 
functions may be a membership card function of identifying 
a member of a rental shop, and the application area corre 
sponding to the membership card function may be used to 
Store a member number that identifies the user. 

0037 According to this construction, one of the applica 
tion areas in the Semiconductor memory is used to Store a 
member number that identifies the user. Therefore, the 
Semiconductor memory can function as a membership card 
for identifying a member of the rental shop. 
0038 Here, another one of the plurality of application 
functions may be a bonus provision function of providing, 
from the rental agent to the user, point information as a 
bonus in accordance with use of the Storage medium, and the 
application area corresponding to the bonus provision func 
tion may be used to Store point information showing a 
predetermined number of points that can be used to make a 
payment for playback of the digital work, when the rental 
agent receives the payment from the user, the rental-shop 
apparatus may send to the Semiconductor memory, a request 
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to deduct a number of points designated by the user, from the 
predetermined number of points shown by the point infor 
mation, as a part or all of the payment, and the Semicon 
ductor memory may further include a payment unit that 
deducts the designated number of points from the predeter 
mined number of points shown by the point information, as 
requested by the rental-shop apparatus. 

0.039 According to this construction, the semiconductor 
memory can function as a bonus provision card for provid 
ing, from the rental agent to the user, point information as a 
bonus in accordance with use of the Storage medium. 
0040 Here, the rental-shop apparatus may generate, 
when the rental agent receives the payment from the user, 
point information showing a number of points in accordance 
with the payment to be received, and additionally write the 
generated point information into the application area of the 
Semiconductor memory. 
0041 According to this construction, the rental-shop 
apparatus generates, when the rental agent receives the 
payment from the user, point information showing the 
number of points in accordance with the payment to be 
received, and writes the generated point information to the 
Semiconductor memory. Therefore, the user can use point 
information Stored in the Semiconductor memory. 
0.042 Here, another one of the plurality of application 
functions may be a payment function that is used to make the 
payment for rental from the user to the rental agent, and the 
application area corresponding to the payment function may 
prestore electric money information showing a predeter 
mined amount of electric money that can be used instead of 
actual money, when the rental agent receives the payment 
from the user, the rental-shop apparatus may Send to the 
Semiconductor memory, a request to deduct an amount of 
electric money corresponding to the payment from the 
predetermined amount of electric money shown by the 
electric money information, receive electric money infor 
mation showing the amount of electric money corresponding 
to the payment from the Semiconductor memory, and Store 
the received electric money information, and the Semicon 
ductor memory may further include a payment unit that 
transmits the electric money information showing the 
amount of electric money corresponding to the payment to 
the rental-shop apparatus as requested by the rental-shop 
apparatus, and deducts the amount of electric money corre 
sponding to the payment from the predetermined amount of 
electric money shown by the electric money information 
Stored in the application area. 
0043. According to this construction, when the rental 
agent receives the payment from the user, the rental-shop 
apparatus Sends to the Semiconductor memory, a request to 
deduct an amount of electric money corresponding to the 
payment, from the amount of electric money shown by the 
electric money information, and receives electric money 
information showing the amount of electric money corre 
sponding to the payment from the Semiconductor memory. 
Therefore, the user and the rental agent do not need to handle 
actual money. 
0044) Here, another one of the plurality of application 
functions may be a payment function that is used to make a 
payment for rental from the user to the rental agent, and the 
application area corresponding to the payment function may 
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prestore electric ticket information that shows electric tick 
ets that can be used to make a payment for playback of the 
digital work, when playing back the digital work, the 
playback apparatus may send to the Semiconductor memory, 
a request to deduct electric tickets corresponding to the 
payment determined in accordance with the playback of the 
digital work, from the electric tickets shown by the electric 
ticket information, and the Semiconductor memory may 
further include a payment unit that deducts the electric 
tickets corresponding to the payment from the electric 
tickets shown by the electric ticket information stored in the 
application area, as requested by the playback apparatus. 
0045 According to this construction, when playing back 
the digital work, the playback apparatus Sends to the Semi 
conductor memory, a request to deduct electric tickets 
corresponding to the payment determined in accordance 
with playback of the digital work, from the electric tickets 
shown by the electric ticket information. Therefore, the user 
does not need to handle actual money at the time of 
playback, and the payment can be made in accordance with 
the playback. 
0046. Here, the playback apparatus may obtain, before 
playing back the digital work, electric ticket information 
showing remaining electric tickets from the Semiconductor 
memory, and judge that the digital work is not allowed to be 
used and prohibit the digital work from being played back, 
when the remaining electric tickets are less than the electric 
tickets corresponding to the payment determined in accor 
dance with the playback of the digital work. 
0047 According to this construction, before playing back 
the digital work, the playback apparatus can judge whether 
the digital work is allowed to be played back or not, based 
on the remaining electric tickets shown by the electric ticket 
information Stored in the Semiconductor memory. Therefore, 
Such a case can be avoided where the digital work is allowed 
to be played back though the remaining electric tickets are 
less than the required electric tickets. 
0048. Here, the playback apparatus may send to the 
Semiconductor memory, a request to deduct electric tickets 
corresponding to a payment for playback of one-time from 
the electric tickets shown by the electric ticket information, 
every time the digital work is played back. 
0049 According to this construction, the playback appa 
ratus Sends to the Semiconductor memory, a request to 
deduct electric tickets corresponding to a payment for play 
back of one-time from the electric tickets shown by the 
electric ticket information every time the digital work is 
played back. Therefore, the user can make a payment in 
accordance with the number of times the digital work is 
played back. 
0050 Here, when playing back the digital work one or 
more times during a predetermined period of time, the 
playback apparatus may send to the Semiconductor memory, 
a request to deduct electric tickets corresponding to a 
payment for the playback of the digital work during the 
predetermined period of time, from the electric tickets 
shown by the electric ticket information. 
0051. According to this construction, when playing back 
the digital work one or more times during a predetermined 
period of time, the playback apparatus Sends to the Semi 
conductor memory, a request to deduct electric tickets 
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corresponding to a payment for the playback of the digital 
work during the predetermined period of time, from the 
electric tickets shown by the electric ticket information. 
Therefore, the user can make a payment in accordance with 
the number of times the digital work is played back. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0.052 These and other objects, advantages and features of 
the invention will become apparent from the following 
description thereof taken in conjunction with the accompa 
nying drawings that illustrate a specific embodiment of the 
invention. In the drawings: 
0053) 
0.054 FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the construction 
of a shop apparatus 10; 

FIG. 1 shows the construction of a rental system 1; 

0.055 FIG. 3 shows one example of a data structure of a 
rental-shop membership table 151; 
0056 FIG. 4 shows one example of a data structure of a 
rental-use management table 152, 
0057 FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing the construction 
of an IC card 20; 
0.058 FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the construction 
of a DVD player 40; 
0059 FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing an operation per 
formed when a member number is newly issued; 
0060 FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing an operation per 
formed when a DVD is rented to a user who is a member of 
a rental shop; 
0061 FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an operation per 
formed when digital work stored in a DVD 30 is played back 
by the DVD player, continuing to FIG. 10; 
0.062 FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing the operation 
performed when the digital work stored in the DVD 30 is 
played back by the DVD player, continuing from FIG. 9; 
0.063 FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing the construc 
tion of a server apparatus 50; 
0.064 FIG. 12 shows one example of data stored in an 
information storage unit 201 included in the IC card 20, and 
one example of data stored in the DVD 30; 
0065 FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing an operation per 
formed when a DVD is rented to a user who is a member of 
a rental shop, continuing to FIG. 14; 
0.066 FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing the operation 
performed when the DVD is rented to the user who is the 
member of the rental shop, continuing from FIG. 13; 
0067 FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing an operation per 
formed when digital work stored in the DVD 30 is played 
back by a DVD player, continuing to FIG. 16; and 
0068 FIG. 16 is a flowchart showing the operation 
performed when the digital work stored in the DVD 30 is 
played back by the DVD player, continuing from FIG. 15. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

1. First Embodiment 

0069. The following describes a rental system 1 as a first 
embodiment of the present invention. 
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0070) 1.1 Construction of the Rental System 1 
0071. As shown in FIG. 1, the rental system 1 is roughly 
composed of a shop apparatus 10, an IC card 20, a DVD 30, 
and a DVD player 40. 
0072 The shop apparatus 10 is located at a shop run by 
a rental agent, and its operations are managed by the rental 
agent. When the rental agent rents a user the DVD (Digital 
Versatile Disc)30 storing digital work Such as a movie and 
music, the IC card 20 owned by the user is mounted on the 
shop apparatus 10. The shop apparatus 10 writes rental-use 
management information that is described later, to the IC 
card 20 owned by the user. 
0073. The DVD player 40 is located at the user's home. 
To play back the digital work stored in the rented DVD 30, 
the user mounts the DVD 30 and the IC card 20 on the DVD 
player 40. The DVD player 40 judges whether the digital 
work stored in the DVD 30 is allowed to be played back or 
not, based on the rental-use management information Stored 
in the IC card 20. When judging that the digital work is 
allowed to be played back, the DVD player 40 plays back the 
digital work. 
0074 The following describes each component of the 
rental System 1. 

0075) 1.1.1 Construction of the DVD 30 
0076) The DVD 30 is an optical magnetic disc that can 
Store high-volume information. As shown in FIG. 1, the 
DVD 30 is wrapped in a DVD package 31. A barcode is 
printed on the surface of the DVD package 31. The barcode 
indicates a title ID that is described later. 

0077. As one example shown in FIG. 6, the DVD 30 
prestores encrypted content, an encrypted title key, and 
rental disc identification information. 

0078. The encrypted content is generated by encrypting 
content that is digital work, i.e., a movie, using a title key. 
The title key used to encrypt the content is unique to the 
content. Here, DES (Data Encryption Standard) is used as an 
encryption algorithm. 

0079 The encrypted title key is generated by encrypting 
the title key using a device key that is described later. Here, 
too, DES is used as an encryption algorithm. 

0080. The rental disc identification information shows 
that the DVD 30 is a disc available for rental. Also, the rental 
disc identification information includes a title ID. Here, the 
title ID is identification information for identifying the 
original content of the encrypted content stored in the DVD 
30. 

0081) 1.1.2 Construction of the Shop Apparatus 10 
0082. As shown in FIG. 2, the shop apparatus 10 is 
roughly composed of an information Storage unit 101, an 
input unit 102, a display unit 103, a control unit 104, an IC 
card reading unit 105, a barcode processing unit 106, and an 
authentication unit 107. Also, a barcode reader 11 is con 
nected to the Shop apparatus 10. 
0083 Specifically, the shop apparatus 10 is a computer 
System that is roughly composed of a microprocessor, a 
ROM, a RAM, a hard disk unit, a display unit, and a 
keyboard. The hard disk unit Stores computer programs. The 
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functions of the shop apparatus 10 are realized by the 
microprocessor operating in accordance with the computer 
programs. 

0084 (1) Information Storage Unit 101 
0085. As shown in FIG. 2, the information storage unit 
101 includes a rental-shop membership table 151 and a 
rental-use management table 152. 

0086) (Rental-Shop Membership Table 151) 
0087. The rental-shop membership table 151 is for stor 
ing information about users who are registered as members 
of the rental shop run by the rental agent. AS one example 
shown in FIG. 3, the rental-shop membership table 151 has 
an area for Storing a plurality of Sets of membership infor 
mation. 

0088. Each set of membership information corresponds 
to one member. 

0089. A set of membership information is made up of a 
member number, a member name, an address, a birth date, 
and a telephone number. Here, the member number is an 
identification number for identifying the corresponding 
member. The member name is a full name of the member. 
The address is a location of residence of the member. The 
birth date is a date, month, and year when the member was 
born. The telephone number is a number of a telephone 
owned by the member. 

0090 (Rental-Use Management Table 152) 
0.091 The rental-use management table 152 is for storing 
information about DVDs that are rented from the rental shop 
to the user. As one example shown in FIG. 4, the rental-use 
management table 152 includes a plurality of Sets of use 
management information. 

0092. Each set of use management information corre 
sponds to one rented DVD. 

0093. A set of use management information is made up of 
a title ID, a member number, a rental Start date, a rental end 
date, and a rental price. Here, the title ID is identification 
information for identifying content Stored in the correspond 
ing DVD. The member number identifies a member to which 
the DVD is rented. The rental start date is a date when rental 
of the DVD is started. The rental end date is a date when the 
rental of the DVD is ended. The rental price shows an 
amount of payment for the DVD rental. 

0094) (2) Authentication Unit 107 
0.095 The authentication unit 107 performs mutual 
device authentication with the IC card 20 via the IC card 
reading unit 105 when the IC card 20 is mounted on the shop 
apparatus 10. Here, the device authentication is of a chal 
lenge-response type. The device authentication is not 
described in detail here as it is well known. 

0096. The authentication unit 107 sends a success mes 
Sage indicating a Success of the mutual device authentication 
to the control unit 104 when the mutual device authentica 
tion between the authentication unit 107 and the IC card 20 
Succeeds, and Sends a failure message indicating a failure of 
the mutual device authentication to the control unit 104 
when the mutual device authentication fails. 
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0097. When the mutual device authentication fails, the 
shop apparatuS 10 thereafter does not transmit and receive 
information to and from the IC card 20. 

0.098 (3) IC Card Reading Unit 105 
0099] The IC card reading unit 105 bidirectionally trans 
mits and receives information between the control unit 104 
and the IC card 20 under control by the control unit 104, and 
between the authentication unit 107 and the IC card 20 under 
control by the authentication unit 107. 
0100 (4) Barcode Reader 11 
0101 The barcode reader 11 optically reads a barcode 
printed on the Surface of the DVD package 31, generates 
read-information corresponding to the barcode, and outputs 
the generated read-information to the barcode processing 
unit 106. 

0102) (5) Barcode Processing Unit 106 
0103) The barcode processing unit 106 receives the read 
information from the barcode reader 11, generates a title ID 
using the received read-information, and outputs the gener 
ated title ID to the control unit 104. 

0104 (6) Control Unit 104 
0105 (Member Number Issuing Process) 
0106 The following describes a process of issuing a 
member number. In the member number issuing process, 
when authentication performed by the authentication unit 
107 in the shop apparatus 10 succeeds and authentication 
performed by an authentication unit 204 in the IC card 20 
Succeeds, the control unit 104 receives a member name, an 
address, a birth date, and a telephone number from the input 
unit 102. Also, the control unit 104 newly generates a 
member number. Following this, the control unit 104 addi 
tionally writes a Set of membership information that is made 
up of the generated member number, the received member 
name, address, birth date, and telephone number, to the 
rental-shop membership table 151 held by the information 
storage unit 101. 
0107 Also, the control unit 104 outputs the generated 
member number to the IC card 20 via the IC card reading 
unit 105. 

0108) (DVD Rental Process) 
0109 The following describes a process of renting a 
DVD. In the DVD rental process, the control unit 104 
receives a title ID from the barcode processing unit 106. 
0110. When authentication performed by the authentica 
tion unit 107 in the shop apparatus 10 succeeds and authen 
tication performed by the authentication unit 204 in the IC 
card 20 Succeeds, the control unit 104 outputs a request to 
read a member number to the IC card 20 via the IC card 
reading unit 105. The control unit 104 receives the member 
number from the IC card 20 via the IC card reading unit 105. 
0111. Following this, the control unit 104 sets a rental 
Start date, a rental end date, and a rental price. Here, the 
rental Start date is a date of today, and the rental end date is 
a date Seven days after the rental Start date. Also, the rental 
price is a predetermined value. It should be noted here that 
the rental end date may be set variably as requested by the 
user. It should also be noted here that the rental price may 
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be set in accordance with a rental period, or may be Set in 
accordance with a type of digital work to be rented. 
0112 Following this, the control unit 104 generates a set 
of use management information that is made up of the 
generated title ID read by the barcode reader 11, the received 
member number, and the Set rental Start date, rental end date, 
and rental price, and additionally writes the generated Set of 
use management information to the rental-use management 
table 152 held by the information storage unit 101. 
0113 Also, the control unit 104 outputs the title ID and 
the rental end date to the IC card 20 via the IC card reading 
unit 105. 

0114 (7) Input Unit 102 and Display Unit 103 
0115 The input unit 102 receives an input from an 
operator of the shop apparatus 10, and outputs the received 
input to the control unit 104. Also, the display unit 103 
receives information to be displayed from the control unit 
104, and displays the received information. 
0116) 1.1.3 Construction of the IC Card 20 
0117 The IC card 20 is provided to the user as being 
bundled with the DVD player 40. 
0118. As shown in FIG. 5, the IC card 20 is roughly 
composed of an information Storage unit 201, a decryption 
unit 202, a control unit 203, the authentication unit 204 and 
an IF unit 205. 

0119) It should be noted here that each block is connected 
to another block by a connection line in FIG. 5. Here, each 
connection line indicates a path on which Signals and 
information are transmitted. Also, a connection line with a 
drawing of a key, out of a plurality of connection lines 
connecting a block of the decryption unit 202 to other 
blocks, indicates a path on which information as a key is 
transmitted to the decryption unit 202. The same applies to 
other drawings. 
0120 Specifically, the IC card 20 is a computer system 
that is roughly composed of a microprocessor, a ROM, and 
a RAM. The RAM stores computer programs. The functions 
of the IC card 20 are realized by the microprocessor oper 
ating in accordance with the computer programs. 
0121 The following describes each component of the IC 
card 20. 

0122) (1) Information Storage Unit 201 
0123 The information storage unit 201 prestores a device 
key. The device key is unique to the IC card 20 and has been 
written by a manufacturer at the time of manufacturing the 
IC card 20. 

0.124. A DVD disc including a title key encrypted using 
this device key is available for rental to the user at the rental 
shop. 

0125. It should be noted here that a producer of a DVD 
disc, more Specifically a copyright-protected licenser, man 
ages values of all the device keys. The copyright-protected 
licenser distributes these device keys to the manufacturer of 
IC cards to be mounted on DVD players. A device key 
distributed from the copyright-protected licenser to the 
manufacturer in this way is written to an IC card by the 
manufacturer of the IC card. 
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0.126 AS described above, such an IC card that includes 
a device key necessary for encrypting content is originally 
utilized in a copyright protection System, and is diverted to 
the rental System. 
0127. Also, the information storage unit 201 has an area 
for Storing a member number and rental-use management 
information. Here, the member number is an identification 
number for identifying a user registered as a member. The 
rental-use management information is information about use 
of a rented DVD, more specifically, information about a title 
ID and a rental end date of the rented DVD. 

0128 (2) IF Unit 205 
0129. The IF unit 205 bidirectionally transmits and 
receives information between the control unit 203 and an 
external device on which the IC card 20 is mounted under 
control by the control unit 203, and between the authenti 
cation unit 204 and an external device on which the IC card 
20 is mounted under control by the authentication unit 204. 
Here, an external device is the shop apparatus 10 or the DVD 
player 40. 

0130 (3) Authentication Unit 204 
0131 The authentication unit 204 performs mutual 
device authentication with the shop apparatus 10 via the IF 
unit 205 when the IC card 20 is mounted on the shop 
apparatus 10. Here, the device authentication is of a chal 
lenge-response type. The device authentication is not 
described in detail here as it is well known. 

0132) The authentication unit 204 sends a success mes 
Sage indicating a Success of the mutual device authentication 
to the control unit 203 when the mutual device authentica 
tion between the authentication unit 204 and the shop 
apparatus 10 Succeeds, and Sends a failure message indicat 
ing a failure of the mutual device authentication to the 
control unit 203 when the mutual device authentication fails. 

0.133 When the mutual device authentication fails, the IC 
card 20 thereafter does not transmit and receive information 
to and from the Shop apparatuS 10. 
0.134. Also, the authentication unit 204 performs mutual 
device authentication with the DVD player 40 via the IF unit 
205 when the IC card 20 is mounted on the DVD player 40. 
Here, the device authentication is of a challenge-response 
type. The device authentication is not described in detail 
here as it is well known. 

0.135 The authentication unit 204 sends a success mes 
Sage indicating a Success of the mutual device authentication 
to the control unit 203 when the mutual device authentica 
tion between the authentication unit 204 and the DVD player 
40 Succeeds, and sends a failure message indicating a failure 
of the mutual device authentication to the control unit 203 
when the mutual device authentication fails. 

0.136 When the mutual device authentication fails, the IC 
card 20 thereafter does not transmit and receive information 
to and from the DVD player 40. 
0137 (4) Decryption Unit 202 
0.138. The decryption unit 202 receives an encrypted title 
key from the control unit 203, reads a device key from the 
information Storage unit 201, decrypts the received 
encrypted title key using the read device key to generate a 
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title key, and outputs the generated title key to the control 
unit 203. Here, DES is used as a decryption algorithm. 

0139 (5) Control Unit 203 
0140 (Member Number Issuing Process) 
0.141. To newly issue a member number, the control unit 
203 receives a member number from the shop apparatus 10 
via the IF unit 205, and writes the received member number 
to the information storage unit 201. 
0142 (DVD Rental Process) 
0143) To rent a DVD to a user who is a member of the 
rental shop, the control unit 203 receives a request to read a 
member number via the IF unit 205 when authentication 
performed by the authentication unit 107 in the shop appa 
ratus 10 succeeds and authentication performed by the 
authentication unit 204 in the IC card 20 succeeds. Upon 
receipt of the request, the control unit 203 reads the member 
number from the information Storage unit 201, and outputs 
the read member number to the shop apparatus 10 via the IF 
unit 205. 

0144. Also, the control unit 203 receives a title ID and a 
rental end date from the shop apparatus 10 via the IF unit 
205. Following this, the control unit 203 writes rental-use 
management information including the received title ID and 
the rental end date to the information storage unit 201. 
0145 (DVD Playback Process) 
0146 The following describes a DVD playback process 
in which the user to which the DVD 30 has been rented plays 
back digital work stored in the DVD 30. In the DVD 
playback process, the control unit 203 first receives rental 
disc identification information from the DVD player 40 via 
the IF unit 205 when authentication performed by the 
authentication unit 406 in the DVD player 40 succeeds and 
authentication performed by the authentication unit 204 in 
the IC card 20 Succeeds. 

0147 Following this, the control unit 203 reads a title ID 
included in rental-use management information from the 
information storage unit 201, and judges whether the title ID 
included in the received rental disc identification informa 
tion and the read title ID match or not. When a result of this 
judgment is negative, the control unit 203 ends the process. 
0148 When the result of the above judgment is affirma 
tive, the control unit 203 sends a request to obtain the present 
date and time, to the DVD player 40 via the IF unit 205. 
Then, the control unit 203 receives the present date and time 
from the DVD player 40 via the IF unit 205. 
014.9 Following this, the control unit 203 reads a rental 
end date included in the rental-use management information 
from the information Storage unit 201, and compares the 
received present date and time and the read rental end date. 
When judging that the present date and time is after the 
rental end date, the control unit 203 ends the process. 
0150. When judging that the present date and time is 
before the rental end date or is on the rental end date, the 
control unit 203 sends a request to read an encrypted title 
key from the DVD 30, via the IF unit 205, to the DVD player 
40. Then, the control unit 203 receives the encrypted title 
key from the DVD player 40 via the IF unit 205, and outputs 
the received encrypted title key to the decryption unit 202. 
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The control unit 203 receives a title key from the decryption 
unit 202, and outputs the received title key to the DVD 
player 40 via the IF unit 205. 
0151) 1.1.4 Construction of the DVD Player 40 
0152. As shown in FIG. 6, the DVD player 40 is roughly 
composed of an input unit 401, a decoder 402, a decryption 
unit 403, a control unit 404, a clock unit 405, the authenti 
cation unit 406, and an IF unit 407. 
0153 Specifically, the DVD player 40 is a computer 
System that is roughly composed of a microprocessor, a 
ROM, and a RAM. The ROM stores computer programs. 
The functions of the DVD player 40 are partially realized by 
the microprocessor operating in accordance with the com 
puter programs. 

0154) (1) Input Unit 401 
0155 The input unit 401 reads information from the 
DVD 30 under control by the control unit 404 or the 
decryption unit 403, and outputs the read information to the 
control unit 404 or the decryption unit 403. 
0156 (2) IF Unit 407 
0157. The IF unit 407 bidirectionally transmits and 
receives information between the control unit 404 and the IC 
card 20 under control by the control unit 404, and between 
the authentication unit 406 and the IC card 20 under control 
by the authentication unit 406. 
0158 (3) Authentication Unit 406 
0159. The authentication unit 406 performs mutual 
device authentication with the IC card 20 via the IF unit 407 
when the IC card 20 is mounted on the DVD player 40. Here, 
the device authentication is of a challenge-response type. 
The device authentication is not described in detail here as 
it is well known. 

0160 The authentication unit 406 sends a success mes 
Sage indicating a Success of the mutual device authentication 
to the control unit 404 when the mutual device authentica 
tion between the authentication unit 406 and the IC card 20 
Succeeds, and Sends a failure message indicating a failure of 
the mutual device authentication to the control unit 404 
when the mutual device authentication fails. 

0.161 When the mutual device authentication fails, the 
DVD player 40 thereafter does not transmit and receive 
information to and from the IC card 20. 

0162 (4) Clock Unit 405 
0163 The clock unit 405 clocks the present date and 
time, and outputs the present date and time to the control unit 
404 as requested by the control unit 404. 
0164 (5) Decryption Unit 403 
0.165. The decryption unit 403 receives a title key from 
the control unit 404, reads encrypted content from the DVD 
30 via the input unit 401, decrypts the read encrypted 
content using the received title key to generate content, and 
outputs the generated content to the decoder 402. Here, DES 
is used as a decryption algorithm. 

0166 (6) Decoder 402 
0.167 The decoder 402 receives content from the decryp 
tion unit 403, plays back the received content to generate 
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Video and audio signals, and outputs the generated Video and 
audio signals to the monitor 41. The monitor 41 receives the 
Video and audio signals, converts the Video and audio signals 
into Video and audio, and outputs the Video and audio. 
0168 (7) Control Unit 404 
0169. The control unit 404 reads rental disc identification 
information from the DVD 30 via the input unit 401 and 
outputs the read rental disc identification information to the 
IC card 20 via the IF unit 407 when authentication per 
formed by the authentication unit 406 in the DVD player 40 
Succeeds and authentication performed by the authentication 
unit 204 in the IC card 20 Succeeds. 

0170 Also, the control unit 404 receives a request to 
obtain the present date and time from the IC card 20 via the 
IF unit 407. Upon receipt of the request, the control unit 404 
obtains the present date and time from the clock unit 405, 
and outputs the obtained present date and time to the IC card 
20 via the IF unit 407. 

0171 Also, the control unit 404 receives a request to read 
an encrypted title key from the DVD 30, from the IC card 
20 via the IF unit 407. Upon receipt of the request, the 
control unit 404 reads the encrypted title key from the DVD 
30, and outputs the read encrypted title key to the IC card 20 
via the IF unit 407. 

0172 Further, the control unit 404 receives the title key 
from the IC card 20 via the IF unit 407, and outputs the 
received title key to the decryption unit 403. 
0173 1.2 Operation of the Rental System 1 
0.174. The following describes an operation of each of the 
member number issuing process, the DVD rental process, 
and the DVD playback process in the rental system 1. 
0175 1.2.1 Member Number Issuing Process 
0176) The following describes an operation performed 
when a member number is newly issued, with reference to 
a flowchart shown in FIG. 7. 

0177 Ashop clerk who operates the shop apparatus 10 at 
the rental shop receives the IC card 20 from a user who 
wants to newly register as a member of the rental shop, and 
mounts the received IC card 20 on the shop apparatus 10. 
0178 When the IC card 20 is mounted on the shop 
apparatus 10 by the operator of the shop apparatus 10, the 
authentication unit 107 in the shop apparatus 10 performs 
authentication of the authentication unit 204 in the IC card 
20 (step S101), and the authentication unit 204 in the IC card 
20 performs authentication of the authentication unit 107 in 
the shop apparatus 10 (step S11). 
0179 When the authentication performed by the authen 
tication unit 107 in the shop apparatus 10 fails (step S102), 
the shop apparatus 10 thereafter Stops processing relating to 
the IC card 20 and ends the member number issuing process. 
Also, when the authentication performed by the authentica 
tion unit 204 in the IC card 20 fails (step S112), the IC card 
20 stops processing relating to the shop apparatuS 10. 

0180. When the authentication performed by the authen 
tication unit 107 in the shop apparatus 10 succeeds (step 
S102), and the authentication performed by the authentica 
tion unit 204 in the IC card 20 succeeds (step S112), the 
input unit 102 receives an input of a member name, outputs 
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the input member name to the control unit 104 (step S103), 
receives an input of an address and a telephone number, 
outputs the input address and telephone number to the 
control unit 104 (step S104), receives an input of a birth 
date, and outputs the input birth date to the control unit 104 
(step S105). Following this, the control unit 104 generates a 
new member number (step S106), and writes a set of 
membership information that is made up of the generated 
member number, and the received member name, address, 
birth date, and telephone number, to the rental-shop mem 
bership table 151 held by the information storage unit 101 
(step S107). 
0181. Following this, the control unit 104 outputs the 
generated member number to the IC card 20 via the IC card 
reading unit 105, and the control unit 203 in the IC card 20 
receives the member number via the IF unit 205 (step S108 
). The control unit 203 writes the received member number 
to the information storage unit 201 (step S113). 
0182. As described above, a set of membership informa 
tion for the user who has newly become a member is 
registered in the shop apparatus 10, and the user's member 
number is stored into the IC card 20 that is owned by the 
USC. 

0183) 1.2.2 DVD Rental Process 
0.184 The following describes an operation performed 
when a DVD is rented to a user who is a member of the 
rental shop, with reference to a flowchart shown in FIG. 8. 
0185. A shop clerk who operates the shop apparatus 10 at 
the rental Shop operates the barcode reader 11 So as to 
optically read a barcode printed on the surface of the DVD 
package 31. 

0186 The barcode reader 11 connected to the shop appa 
ratus 10 optically reads the barcode printed on the surface of 
the DVD package 31, and generates read-information cor 
responding to the read barcode (step S121). The barcode 
processing unit 106 receives the read-information from the 
barcode reader 11, generates a title ID using the received 
read-information, and outputs the generated title ID to the 
control unit 104 (step S122). 
0187. Following this, the shop clerk who operates the 
shop apparatus 10 receives the IC card 20 from the user who 
is a member of the rental shop, and mounts the received IC 
card 20 on the shop apparatus 10. 
0188 When the IC card 20 is mounted on the shop 
apparatus 10 by the operator of the shop apparatus 10, the 
authentication unit 107 in the shop apparatus 10 performs 
authentication of the authentication unit 204 in the IC card 
20 (step S123), and the authentication unit 204 in the IC card 
20 performs authentication of the authentication unit 107 in 
the shop apparatus 10 (step S131). 
0189 When the authentication performed by the authen 
tication unit 107 in the shop apparatus 10 fails (step S124), 
the shop apparatus 10 thereafter Stops processing relating to 
the IC card 20 and ends the DVD rental process. Also, when 
the authentication performed by the authentication unit 204 
in the IC card 20 fails (step S132), the IC card 20 stops 
processing relating to the shop apparatus 10. 

0190. When the authentication performed by the authen 
tication unit 107 in the shop apparatus 10 succeeds (step 
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S124), and the authentication performed by the authentica 
tion unit 204 in the IC card 20 succeeds (step S132), the 
control unit 104 outputs a request to read a member number, 
to the IC card 20 via the IC card reading unit 105, and the 
control unit 203 receives the request to read the member 
number via the IF unit 205 (step S125). Upon receipt of the 
request to read the member number, the control unit 203 
reads the member number from the information Storage unit 
201 (step S133), and outputs the read member number to the 
shop apparatus 10 via the IF unit 205. The control unit 104 
receives the member number via the IC card reading unit 
105 (step S134). 
0191) Following this, the control unit 104 sets a rental 
Start date, a rental end date, and a rental price, generates a 
Set of use management information that is made up of the 
generated title ID read by the barcode reader 11, the received 
member number, and the Set rental Start date, rental end date, 
and rental price, and additionally writes the generated Set of 
use management information to the rental-use management 
table 152 held by the information storage unit 101 (step 
S126). Following this, the control unit 104 outputs the title 
ID and the rental end date to the IC card 20 via the IC card 
reading unit 105. The control unit 203 receives the title ID 
and the rental end date via the IF unit 205 (step S127). 
0.192 Then, the control unit 203 writes rental-use man 
agement information including the received title ID and 
rental end date, to the information storage unit 201 (Step 
S135). 
0193 As described above, rental-use management infor 
mation relating to the DVD 30 to be rented to the user is 
written to the IC card 20 that is owned by the user. 
0194 12.3 DVD Playback Process 
0.195 The following describes an operation performed 
when the user to which the DVD 30 has been rented plays 
back digital work stored in the DVD 30, with reference to a 
flowchart shown in FIGS. 9 and 10. 

0196) The user to which the DVD 30 has been rented 
mounts the DVD 30 and the IC card 20 on the DVD player 
40. 

0197) When the IC card 20 is mounted on the DVD 
player 40 by the user, the authentication unit 406 in the DVD 
player 40 performs authentication of the authentication unit 
204 in the IC card 20 (step S141), and the authentication unit 
204 in the IC card 20 performs authentication of the authen 
tication unit 406 in the DVD player 40 (step S151). 
0198 When the authentication performed by the authen 
tication unit 406 in the DVD player 40 fails (step S142), the 
DVD player 40 thereafter stops processing relating to the IC 
card 20 and ends the DVD playback process. Also, when the 
authentication performed by the authentication unit 204 in 
the IC card 20 fails (step S152), the IC card 20 stops 
processing relating to the DVD player 40. 

0199 When the authentication performed by the authen 
tication unit 406 in the DVD player 40 succeeds (step S142), 
and the authentication performed by the authentication unit 
204 in the IC card 20 succeeds (step S152), the control unit 
404 reads rental disc identification information from the 
DVD 30 via the input unit 401 (step S143). The control unit 
404 outputs the read rental disc identification information to 
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the IC card 20 via the IF unit 407, and the control unit 203 
receives the rental disc identification information via the IF 
unit 205 (step S144). 

0200. Following this, the control unit 203 reads a title ID 
included in rental-use management information from the 
information storage unit 201, and judges whether the title ID 
included in the received rental disc identification informa 
tion and the read title ID match or not. When a result of this 
judgment is negative (step S153), the control unit 203 ends 
the process. 

0201 When the result of the above judgment is affirma 
tive (step S153), the control unit 203 sends a request to 
obtain the present date and time to the DVD player 40 via 
the IF unit 205. The control unit 404 receives the request to 
obtain the present date and time via the IF unit 407 (step 
S154). The control unit 404 then obtains the present date and 
time from the clock unit 405 (step S145), and outputs the 
obtained present date and time to the IC card 20 via the IF 
unit 407. The control unit 203 receives the present date and 
time via the IF unit 205 (step S146). 
0202 Following this, the control unit 203 reads a rental 
end date included in the rental-use management information 
from the information Storage unit 201, and compares the 
received present date and time with the read rental end date. 
When judging that the present date and time is after the 
rental end date (step S155), the control unit 203 ends the 
proceSS. 

0203 When judging that the present date and time is 
before the rental end date or is on the rental end date (Step 
S155), the control unit 203 sends a request to read an 
encrypted title key from the DVD 30, to the DVD player 40 
via the IF unit 205. The control unit 404 receives the request 
via the IF unit 407 (step S171). Then, the control unit 404 
reads the encrypted title key from the DVD 30, and outputs 
the read encrypted title key to the IC card 20 via the IF unit 
407. The control unit 203 receives the encrypted title key via 
the IF unit 205, and outputs the encrypted title key to the 
decryption unit 202 (step S162). 
0204 Following this, the decryption unit 202 reads a 
device key from the information storage unit 201 (step 
S172), and decrypts the received encrypted title key using 
the read device key, to generate a title key (step S173). The 
control unit 203 outputs the generated title key to the DVD 
player 40 via the IF unit 205, and the control unit 404 
receives the title key via the IF unit 407 (step S174). 
0205 Following this, the control unit 404 outputs the 
received title key to the decryption unit 403. The decryption 
unit 403 reads encrypted content from the DVD 30 via the 
input unit 401 (step S163), decrypts the read encrypted 
content using the received title key to generate content, and 
outputs the generated content to the decoder 402 (Step 
S164). The decoder 402 receives the content, and plays back 
the received content to output video and audio signals to the 
monitor 41. The monitor 41 receives the video and audio 
Signals and outputs them in the form of Video and audio (Step 
S165). 
0206. In the above-described way, the user can play back 
digital work stored in the DVD 30. 
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0207 1.3 Conclusions 
0208 AS described above, in the storage-medium rental 
System relating to the present embodiment, the rental agent 
rents the user a storage medium Storing digital work, So as 
to provide the digital work to the user. 
0209 To be more specific, the rental system is for tem 
porarily providing a right to use the digital work Stored in the 
Storage medium from the rental agent to the user. 
0210. The rental system is roughly composed of a por 
table storage medium to be rented (specifically, a DVD), a 
portable Semiconductor memory (an IC card), a shop appa 
ratus, and a playback apparatus (a DVD player). 
0211 The portable storage medium prestores digital con 
tent data representing digital work. The portable Semicon 
ductor memory has an area for Securely storing information. 
The shop apparatus Securely writes into the area of the 
Semiconductor memory, right information that shows a 
range of the right to use the digital work Stored in the Storage 
medium, when the rental agent rents the user the Storage 
medium. Upon receipt of an instruction to play back the 
digital work from the user, the playback apparatus Securely 
reads the right information from the area of the Semicon 
ductor memory, and judges whether the digital work is 
allowed to be used or not, based on the read right informa 
tion. Only when judging that the digital work is allowed to 
be used, the playback apparatus reads the digital content data 
from the Storage medium, and plays back the digital work, 
based on the read digital content data. 
0212 AS can be known from the above, the IC card is an 
essential component for the playback apparatus to play back 
the content stored in the DVD. This can produce the 
following effect. Suppose that an unauthorized user with a 
malicious intention shoplifts a DVD disc displayed at the 
rental shop and brings the DVD home. In this case, the user 
cannot play back content stored in the DVD disc because the 
user's IC card does not Store authenticated information. 

0213 Further, the DVD player may be equipped with 
only one reading unit for an IC card. This reading unit is 
originally provided to read and write information to and 
from an IC card for use in the copyright protection System. 
This reading unit can also read and write information to and 
from an IC card diverted to the rental System. Accordingly, 
the DVD player does not need to be newly equipped with 
another reading unit Specially for an IC card used in the 
rental System. 
0214) Moreover, the rental shop can use a membership 
card also as a rental card, and So, the operating cost relating 
to these cards can be reduced. 

0215. Also, the user does not have to carry a plurality of 
cards for these purposes. 

2. Second Embodiment 

0216) The following describes a rental system 1a (not 
shown) as a modification of the rental System 1 described in 
the first embodiment. 

0217 2.1 Construction of the Rental System 1 a 
0218. The rental system la is roughly composed of a shop 
apparatus 10, an IC card 20, a DVD 30, a DVD player 40, 
and a server apparatus 50. 
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0219. The shop apparatus 10, the IC card 20, the DVD 
30, and the DVD player 40 in the rental system la respec 
tively have the same constructions as the shop apparatus 10, 
the IC card 20, the DVD 30, and the DVD player 40 in the 
rental System 1. 
0220. The following describes the rental system 1a in the 
present embodiment, focusing on its differences from the 
rental System 1. 
0221) 2.1.1 DVD 30 
0222. As shown in FIG. 12, the DVD 30 prestores 
encrypted content and rental disc identification information. 
0223) The DVD 30 in the second embodiment differs 
from the DVD 30 in the first embodiment in that it does not 
Store an encrypted title key. 
0224) 2.1.2 Server Apparatus 50 
0225. As shown in FIG. 11, the server apparatus 50 is 
roughly composed of an information Storage unit 501, a 
transmission/reception unit 502, a control unit 503, and a 
display unit and an input unit that are not shown. The Server 
apparatuS 50 is connected to the Shop apparatus 10 via a 
communication line 60. 

0226 Specifically, the server apparatus 50 is a computer 
System that is roughly composed of a microprocessor, a 
ROM, a RAM, a hard disk unit, a display unit, a keyboard, 
a mouse, and a communication-line connecting unit. The 
hard disk unit Stores computer programs. The functions of 
the Server apparatus 50 are realized by the microprocessor 
operating in accordance with the computer programs. 

0227 (1) Information Storage Unit 501 
0228. As one example shown in FIG. 11, the information 
storage unit 501 stores a title table 521. 
0229. The title table 521 includes a plurality of sets of 
title information, each of which is made up of a title ID, a 
device key identifier, and an encrypted title key. 
0230. The title ID is identification information for iden 
tifying content that is digital work stored in the DVD 30. 
0231. The device key identifier is identification informa 
tion for identifying a device key Stored in the information 
storage unit 201 in the IC card 20. 
0232 The encrypted title key is generated by encrypting 
a title key using a device key identified by the device key 
identifier. Here, the title key is used to encrypt content i.e., 
digital work, identified by the title ID. 
0233 (2) Control Unit 503 
0234. The control unit 503 receives a request to obtain an 
encrypted title key from the shop apparatus 10 via the 
communication line 60 and the reception/transmission unit 
502. The control unit 503 further receives a title ID and a 
device key identifier. 
0235 Upon receipt of the request, the control unit 503 
reads an encrypted title key corresponding to the received 
title ID and device key identifier, from the title table 521 
held by the information storage unit 501. Following this, the 
control unit 503 outputs the read encrypted title key to the 
shop apparatus 10 via the transmission/reception unit 502 
and the communication line 60. 
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0236 (3) Transmission/Reception Unit 502 
0237) The transmission/reception unit 502 is connected 
to the shop apparatus 10 via the communication line 60. The 
transmission/reception unit 502 transmits and receives infor 
mation between the control unit 503 and the shop apparatus 
10 via the communication line 60. 

0238 2.1.3 IC Card 20 
0239 (1) Information Storage Unit 201 
0240 AS shown in FIG. 12, the information storage unit 
201 further prestores a device key identifier for identifying 
a device key. The device key identifier has been written 
thereto by the manufacture at the time of manufacturing the 
IC card 20. 

0241 (2) Control Unit 203 
0242. In the DVD rental process, the control unit 203 
receives a request to obtain a device key identifier from the 
shop apparatus 10 via the IF unit 205. Upon receipt of the 
request, the control unit 203 reads the device key identifier 
from the information Storage unit 201, and outputs the read 
device key identifier to the shop apparatus 10 via the IF unit 
205. 

0243 Also, in the DVD rental process, the control unit 
203 receives an encrypted title key as one item of rental-use 
management information, from the shop apparatus 10 via 
the IF unit 205, and writes the received encrypted title key 
to the information storage unit 201 as one item of the 
rental-use management information. 
0244. Further, in the DVD playback process, the control 
unit 203 reads an encrypted title key from the rental-use 
management information Stored in the information Storage 
unit 201. The control unit 203 decrypts the read encrypted 
title key using the device key read from the information 
Storage unit 201, to generate a title key. 
0245. The control unit 203 in the first embodiment 
obtains the encrypted title key from the DVD 30 via the 
DVD player 40. Unlike in the first embodiment, however, 
the control unit 203 in the second embodiment reads the 
encrypted title key from the information storage unit 201. 
0246 2.1.4 Shop Apparatus 10 
0247 (1) Control Unit 104 
0248. In the DVD rental process, the control unit 104 
outputs a request to obtain a device key identifier to the IC 
card 20 via the IC card reading unit 105. 
0249. The control unit 104 receives a device key identi 
fier from the IC card 20 via the IC card reading unit 105. 
0250). Following this, the control unit 104 outputs a 
request to obtain an encrypted title key to the Server appa 
ratus 50 via the communication line 60. The control unit 104 
further outputs a title ID read by the barcode reader 11 and 
a device key identifier obtained from the IC card 20, to the 
server apparatus 50 via the communication line 60. 
0251 The control unit 104 then receives an encrypted 

title key from the server apparatus 50 via the communication 
line 60. 

0252 Following this, the control unit 104 outputs a title 
ID, a rental end date, and an encrypted title key, to the IC 
card 20 via the IC card reading unit 105. 
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0253). 2.2 Operation of the Rental System la 
0254 The following describes an operation of the rental 
System 1a, focusing on its differences from the operation of 
the rental system 1 in the first embodiment. 
0255] 2.2.1 DVD Rental Process 
0256 The following describes an operation performed 
when a DVD is rented to the user who is a member of the 
rental shop, with reference to a flowchart shown in FIGS. 13 
and 14, focusing on its differences from the operation shown 
in FIG. 8. 

0257 The control unit 104 writes the generated set of use 
management information to the rental-use management 
table 152 in step S126. Then, the control unit 104 outputs a 
request to obtain a device key identifier to the IC card 20 via 
the IC card reading unit 105 (step S201). The control unit 
203 then reads the device key identifier from the information 
storage unit 201 (step S202), and outputs the read device key 
identifier to the shop apparatus 10 via the IF unit 205 (step 
S203). 
0258 Following this, the control unit 104 outputs the 
request to obtain the encrypted title key to the Server 
apparatus 50 via the communication line 60 (step S204). The 
control unit 104 further outputs the title ID read by the 
barcode reader 11 and the device key identifier obtained 
from the IC card 20 to the server apparatus 50 via the 
communication line 60 (step S205). 
0259. The control unit 503 reads an encrypted title key 
corresponding to the received title ID and device key 
identifier from the title table 521 held by the information 
storage unit 501 (step S206). Following this, the control unit 
503 outputs the read encrypted title key to the shop appa 
ratus 10 via the transmission/reception unit 502 and the 
communication line 60 (step S207). 
0260. Upon receipt of the encrypted title key from the 
server apparatus 50 via the communication line 60 (step 
S207), the control unit 104 outputs the title ID, the rental end 
date, and the encrypted title key to the IC card 20 via the IC 
card reading unit 105 (step S208). 
0261) Following this, the control unit 203 writes the 
received encrypted title key to the information Storage unit 
201 as one item of the rental-use management information 
(step S209). 
0262 2.2.2 DVD Playback Process 
0263. The following describes an operation performed 
when the user to which the DVD 30 has been rented plays 
back digital work stored in the DVD 30, with reference to a 
flowchart shown in FIGS. 15 and 16, focusing on its 
differences from the operation shown in FIGS. 9 and 10. 
0264. When judging that the title ID included in the 
received rental disc identification information and the read 
title ID match in step S153, the control unit 203 reads an 
encrypted title key from rental-use management information 
stored in the information storage unit 201 (step S221). 
Following this, the control unit 203 reads a device key in 
step S172. 

0265 2.3 Conclusions 
0266. As described above, unlike in the first embodiment 
where an encrypted title key is stored in a DVD disc, in the 
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Second embodiment a DVD disc available for rental does not 
Store an encrypted title key, and the shop apparatus 10 writes 
the encrypted title key to the IC card 20 at the rental shop 
when the DVD disc is rented. 

0267 Further, a device key identifier for identifying a 
device key has been additionally written to the IC card 20 at 
the time of manufacturing the IC card 20. 
0268. The server apparatus 50 stores an encrypted title 
key in correspondence with a title ID and a device key. 

0269. When a DVD disc is rented, the shop apparatus 10 
reads a device key identifier from the IC card 20, obtains an 
encrypted title key from the server apparatus 50, and writes 
the obtained encrypted title key to the IC card 20 as one item 
of rental-use management information. 
0270. When a DVD disc is played, content stored in the 
DVD disc is played back based on a title ID stored in the 
DVD disc, in the same manner as in the first embodiment. 
Here, the DVD player 40 obtains an encrypted title key from 
the IC card 20. 

3. Other Modifications 

0271 3.1 Modifications 1 
0272 Although the first embodiment describes the case 
where the shop apparatus 10 writes a rental end date to the 
IC card 20, the following modifications are also possible. 

0273 (1) Although the DVD player 40 internally has the 
clock unit 405 for clocking a date and time, the DVD player 
40 may obtain the present date and time from an external 
device via a network. 

0274 (2) The above-described rental end date is a final 
date of a rental period during which rental is allowed, i.e., 
the rental end date is an absolute expired date of the rental 
period. Instead of Such a rental end date, the shop apparatus 
10 may write a rental start date and period information 
showing a rental period Starting from the rental Start date, to 
the IC card 20. In this case, the DVD player 40 judges 
whether playback is allowed or not, using the rental start 
date, the period information, and the present date and time. 
0275 Also, the shop apparatus 10 may write period 
information showing a rental period Starting from a date and 
time when content is firstly played back, to the IC card 20. 
In this case, the DVD player 40 records the date and time 
when the content is firstly played back and judges whether 
playback of the content is allowed or not, using the recorded 
date and time, the period information, and the present date 
and time. 

0276 Further, the shop apparatus 10 may write the num 
ber of times digital work Stored in the Storage medium is 
allowed to be played back, to the IC card 20. In this case, the 
DVD player 40 counts the number of times the digital work 
has been played back. The DVD player 40 judges that the 
digital work is allowed to be played back, only when the 
counted number of times does not exceed the allowable 
number of times included in the right information. 

0277 3.2 Modifications 2 
0278 Although the first embodiment describes the case 
where an encrypted title key generated by encrypting a title 
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key using a device key unique to the IC card 20 is used, the 
following modifications are also possible. 
0279. The DVD 30 prestores a medium identifier unique 
to the DVD 30. Because the medium identifier is unique to 
the DVD 30, this medium identifier is not copied even if 
encrypted content and the like stored in the DVD 30 are 
copied into another DVD-RW or the like. The other DVD 
RW or the like stores its own unique medium identifier that 
is different from the above medium identifier unique to the 
DVD 30. 

0280 The server apparatus stores a title ID, a medium 
identifier, and an encrypted title key in correspondence with 
one another. The title ID is identification information for 
identifying content that is digital work. The medium iden 
tifier is an identifier for identifying a DVD storing content 
identified by the title ID. The encrypted title key is generated 
by encrypting a title key using the medium identifier as a 
key. 

0281) When the DVD 30 is rented, the shop apparatus 10 
writes an encrypted title key Stored in correspondence with 
a title ID identifying content stored in a DVD to be rented 
from the Server apparatus, to the IC card 20, as one item of 
rental-use management information. 
0282) To play back encrypted content stored in the DVD 
30, the DVD player 40 obtains the encrypted title key from 
the IC card 20, obtains a medium identifier from the DVD 
30, and decrypts the encrypted title key using the obtained 
medium identifier, to generate a title key. Then, using the 
generated title key, the DVD player 40 decrypts the 
encrypted content stored in the DVD 30, to generate content, 
and outputs the generated content. 
0283 AS described above, a key that is used to encrypt a 

title key to generate an encrypted title key is a medium 
identifier stored in the DVD 30. Therefore, even if infor 
mation stored in the DVD 30 is copied to another DVD by 
an unauthorized user, a medium identifier that is read from 
the other DVD is not the same as the above medium 
identifier. Therefore, the encrypted title key cannot be 
decrypted properly. As a result, the encrypted content cannot 
be decrypted properly. In this way, unauthorized playback of 
content by Such an unauthorized user who copies informa 
tion stored in the DVD 30 to another DVD can be prevented. 
0284 3.3 Modifications 3 
0285) The IC card 20 can be used for various applica 
tions. Examples of the various applications include a DVD 
rental function, a membership card function, a point provi 
Sion function, a credit card function, an electric money 
function, and a prepaid card function. 
0286 The information storage unit 201 in the IC card 20 
includes a plurality of application areas for Securely storing 
information in one-to-one correspondence with a plurality of 
application functions. Each application area Stores informa 
tion to be utilized by the corresponding application function. 

0287 (Membership Card Function) 
0288 One of the application functions is a membership 
card function of identifying a member of the rental shop. The 
application area corresponding to the membership card 
function is used to store a member number that identifies the 
USC. 



US 2005/0234826 A1 

0289. The membership card function is described in the 
first embodiment. 

0290 (Bonus Provision Function for Providing Point 
Information) 
0291 Another one of the application functions is a bonus 
provision function of providing, from the rental agent to the 
user, point information as a membership bonus, in accor 
dance with use of the DVD. The information storage unit 
201 in the IC card 20 includes one application area corre 
sponding to the bonus provision function. The shop appa 
ratuS 10 additionally writes, to the application area, point 
information showing the number of points determined in 
accordance with DVD rental, i.e., in accordance with a 
payment for playback of the digital work stored in the DVD, 
or a payment for a product purchase. 
0292 To collect the payment from the user, the shop 
apparatus 10 sends to the IC card 20, a request to deduct the 
number of points designated by the user from the number of 
points shown by the point information Stored in the appli 
cation area, as a part or all of the payment. The IC card 20 
deducts the number of points designated by the user from the 
number of points shown by the point information, as 
requested by the Shop apparatus 10. 
0293 (Electric Money Function) 
0294. Another one of the application function is a pay 
ment function, i.e., an electric money function, for the user 
to make a payment for rental to the rental agent. The 
information storage unit 201 in the IC card 20 includes one 
application area corresponding to the electric money func 
tion. The application area prestores electric money informa 
tion showing a predetermined amount of electric money that 
can be used instead of actual money. 
0295) To collect the payment from the user, the shop 
apparatus 10 sends to the IC card 20, a request to obtain 
electric money information showing an amount of electric 
money corresponding to the payment from the IC card 20. 
0296. The IC card 20 includes the following payment 
unit. In response to the request from the Shop apparatus 10, 
the payment unit transmits the electric money information 
showing the amount of electric money corresponding to the 
payment, to the shop apparatus 10, and deducts the amount 
of electric money corresponding to the payment from the 
amount of money shown by the electric money information 
Stored in the application area. 
0297. The shop apparatus 10 receives the electric money 
information showing the amount of electric money corre 
sponding to the payment from the IC card 20, and Stores the 
received electric money information. 
0298 (Prepaid Card Function) 
0299 Another one of the application functions is a pay 
ment function, i.e., a prepaid card function, for the user to 
make a payment for rental to the rental agent. The informa 
tion storage unit 201 in the IC card 20 includes one appli 
cation area corresponding to the prepaid card function. The 
application area prestores electric ticket information Show 
ing electric tickets that can be used to pay for playback of the 
digital work. 
0300 When playing back the digital work stored in the 
DVD 30, the DVD player 40 sends to the IC card 20, a 
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request to deduct electric tickets corresponding to a payment 
determined in accordance with playback of the digital work, 
from the electric tickets shown by the electric ticket infor 
mation Stored in the application area. 

0301 Here, the DVD player 40 obtains information about 
the remaining electric tickets shown by the electric ticket 
information stored in the IC card 20, before playing back the 
digital work stored in the DVD 30. When the remaining 
electric tickets are less than the electric tickets correspond 
ing to the payment determined in accordance with the 
playback of the digital work, the DVD player 40 judges that 
the digital work is not allowed to be used, and So prohibits 
playback of the digital work. In the other cases, the DVD 
player 40 judges that the digital work is allowed to be used. 

0302) Also, the DVD player 40 may send to the IC card 
20, a request to deduct electric tickets corresponding to a 
payment for playback of one-time from the electric tickets 
shown by the electric ticket information Stored in the appli 
cation area, every time the digital work is played back. 
Alternatively, when the digital work is played back one or 
more times during a predetermined period of time, the DVD 
player 40 may send to the IC card 20, a request to deduct 
electric tickets corresponding to a payment for playback of 
one or more times during the predetermined period of time, 
from the electric tickets shown by the electric ticket infor 
mation Stored in the application area. 
0303) The IC card 20 includes a payment unit that 
deducts the electric tickets corresponding to the payment 
from the electric tickets shown by the electric ticket infor 
mation Stored in the application area, as requested by the 
DVD player 40. 

0304 3.4 Other Modifications 
0305 The following modifications are also possible. 

0306 (1) A DVD may store a plurality of content IDs, the 
Same number of encrypted contents, the same number of 
encrypted content keys, and one encrypted disc key. The 
plurality of content IDS, the encrypted contents, and the 
encrypted content keys respectively correspond to one 
another. 

0307 The encrypted contents are each generated by 
encrypting a different content using a different content key. 
0308 The encrypted content keys are each generated by 
encrypting a different content key using one disc key. 
0309 The encrypted disc key is generated by encrypting 
the disc key using one device key. 

0310. The disc key is unique to a DVD of one type. 

0311. The device key is unique to one IC card, and is 
stored in the IC card. 

0312 To play back encrypted content stored in a DVD, 
the IC card obtains an encrypted disc key and an encrypted 
content key corresponding to the content to be played back, 
from the DVD player. The IC card then internally reads a 
device key, and decrypts the encrypted disc key using the 
read device key, to generate a disc key. The IC card then 
decrypts the encrypted content key using the generated disc 
key to generate a content key, and outputs the generated 
content key to the DVD player. 
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0313 The DVD player receives the content key, and 
decrypts the encrypted content read from the DVD using the 
received content key, to generate content. 
0314 (2) Although the above embodiments describe the 
case where a DVD Storing encrypted digital content is 
rented, a storage medium to be rented should not be limited 
to a DVD. For example, a CD-ROM, a DVD-ROM, a 
DVD-RAM, and a BD (Blu-ray Disc) may be used. 
0315 (3) Although the above embodiments describe the 
case where DES is used as an encryption algorithm and a 
decryption algorithm, other encryption techniques may be 
used. 

0316 (4) The shop apparatus may have a register func 
tion of calculating amounts of money involved in transac 
tion. 

0317 (5) Although the second embodiment describes the 
case where the server apparatus 50 is located distant from 
the rental shop, the invention should not be limited to such. 
For example, the server apparatus 50 may be located in the 
rental shop where the shop apparatus 10 is located, or the 
shop apparatus 10 and the server apparatus 50 may be 
integrated into one apparatus. 
0318 (6) Although the first and second embodiments 
describe the case where the rental agent rents a DVD Storing 
digital work Such as music and movies to the user, the rental 
agent may sell such a DVD to the user. 
0319. In this case, at the time of selling a DVD, the 
control unit 104 of the shop apparatus 10 generates a rental 
end date showing “no-time-limit” in step S126 of the 
flowchart shown in FIG.8. As one example, the control unit 
104 may generate, as the rental end date showing “no-time 
limit”, a large value "9999.99.99 indicating a date that does 
not actually exist. Following this, the control unit 104 
generates a Set of use management information including the 
generated rental end date, and additionally writes the gen 
erated Set of use management information to the rental-use 
management table 152 held by the information Storage unit 
101. 

0320 In step S127, the control unit 104 outputs the title 
ID, and the rental end date showing “no-time-limit" to the IC 
card 20 via the IC card reading unit 105, and the control unit 
203 of the IC card 20 receives the title ID and the rental end 
date via the IF unit 205 (step S127). 
0321 Following this, at the time of playing back the 
DVD, the control unit 203 of the IC card 20 reads the rental 
end date included in the rental-use management information 
from the information Storage unit 201, and compares the 
received present date and the read rental end date in Step 
S155 of the flowchart shown in FIG. 9. With the rental end 
date showing the value “9999.99.99", the control unit 203 
judges, in any cases, that the present date is before the rental 
end date. Therefore, the processing advances to Step S171. 
The content is then decrypted and played back according to 
the procedure shown in the flowchart in FIG.10 (steps S171 
to S174 and S161 to S165). 
0322. In this way, the rental system described in the first 
and Second embodiments enables not only renting of work 
but also Selling of work. 
0323 This modification exemplifies the case where rent 
ing without any time limit, in other words, Selling, is realized 
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by writing a rental end date showing “no-time-limit” to the 
IC card. Instead of writing Such a rental end date showing 
"no-time-limit” to the IC card, however, a flag indicating 
“selling” may be written to the IC card in correspondence 
with the title ID. In this case, when the flag indicating 
"Selling” is written in the IC card, the comparison in Step 
S155 is not performed. Without the comparison, the pro 
cessing directly advances to step S171. The content is then 
decrypted and played back according to the procedure 
shown the flowchart in FIG. 10. 

0324 (7) The following modification is also possible in 
the case where the rental agent Sells a DVD Storing digital 
work Such as music and movies to the user in the first end 
Second embodiments. 

0325 Here, a DVD for rental and a DVD for sale are 
assumed to be different Storage mediums. 
0326. A DVD for rental internally stores encrypted con 
tent, an encrypted title key, and rental disc identification 
information as shown in FIG. 6. As described above, the 
rental disc identification information indicates that the DVD 
is a rental disc. 

0327. On the other hand, a DVD for sale stores media 
unique information unique to the DVD in its area that is not 
rewritable by an external device. A DVD for sale further 
internally Stores encrypted content, an encrypted title key, 
and Sales disc identification information. The encrypted 
content has been generated by encrypting, using a title key, 
content that is digital work, i.e., a movie. The title key is an 
encryption key unique to the content. The encrypted title key 
has been generated by encrypting the title key using the 
media unique information. The Sales disc identification 
information indicates that the DVD is a sales disc. 

0328. The DVD player 40 reads the rental disc identifi 
cation information or the Sales disc identification informa 
tion from a DVD mounted by the user, and judges whether 
the mounted DVD is for rental or for sale, using the read 
rental disc identification information or the Sales disc iden 
tification information. 

0329. When judging that the DVD is for rental, the DVD 
player 40 plays back the content in the same manner as that 
described in the above embodiments. 

0330. When judging that the DVD is for sale, the DVD 
player 40 further reads the media unique information, 
encrypted content, and encrypted title key from the DVD. 
Using the read media unique information, the DVD player 
40 decrypts the encrypted title key, to generate a title key. 
The DVD player 40 then decrypts the encrypted content 
using the generated title key, and plays back the decrypted 
COntent. 

0331 (8) The following construction is also possible. 
0332 The DVD player 40 may internally store a player 
unique key that is unique to the player. 

0333 When the user intends to rent content, the user 
mounts the IC card 20 onto the DVD player 40. The DVD 
player 40 writes the player unique key to the IC card 20. 
Following this, the user ejects the IC card 20 from the DVD 
player 40, and brings the IC card 20 storing the player 
unique key to the rental shop. 
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0334. At the rental shop, the shop clerk mounts the IC 
card 20 on the shop apparatus 10. 

0335 The shop apparatus 10 reads the player unique key 
from the IC card 20, and encrypts the title key using the read 
player unique key, and writes the encrypted title key to the 
IC card 20. 

0336 At the time of playing back the content, the DVD 
player 40 reads the encrypted title key from the IC card 20, 
and decrypts the read encrypted title key using the inter 
nally-Stored player unique key, to generate a title key. 
Following this, the DVD player 40 reads the encrypted 
content from the DVD 30, decrypts the read encrypted 
content using the title key, and plays back the decrypted 
COntent. 

0337 (9) Also, the following modification is possible. 
The DVD player 40 may internally store a pair of a player 
private key and a player public key unique to the player. In 
the same manner as that described above, the DVD player 40 
writes the player public key to the IC card 20. 

0338. The shop apparatus 10 reads the player public key 
from the IC card 20, encrypts the title key using the read 
player public key, and writes the encrypted title key to the 
IC card 20. 

0339. At the time of playing back the content, the DVD 
player 40 reads the encrypted title key from the IC card 20, 
and decrypts the read encrypted title key using the inter 
nally-Stored player private key, to generate a title key. 
Following this, the DVD player 40 reads the encrypted 
content from the DVD 30, decrypts the read encrypted 
content using the title key, and plays back the decrypted 
COntent. 

0340 (10) Also, the following modification is possible. 
The DVD player 40 may internally store a player unique key 
unique to the player and a player identifier identifying the 
player. 

0341 In the same manner as that described above, the 
DVD player 40 writes the player identifier to the IC card 20. 
0342. The shop apparatus 10 prestores pairs of player 
identifiers and player unique keys. 

0343. The shop apparatus 10 reads the player identifier 
from the IC card 20, reads the player unique key corre 
sponding to the read player identifier, and encrypts the title 
key using the read player unique key, and writes the 
encrypted title key to the IC card 20. 

0344) At the time of playing back the content, the DVD 
player 40 reads the encrypted title key from the IC card 20, 
and decrypts the read encrypted title key using the inter 
nally-Stored player unique key, to generate a title key. 
Following this, the DVD player 40 reads the encrypted 
content from the DVD 30, decrypts the read encrypted 
content using the title key, and plays back the decrypted 
COntent. 

0345 (11) The present invention may also be realized by 
methods described in the above embodiments. Also, the 
methods may be realized by computer programs to be 
executed on a computer, or by digital signals that are made 
up of the computer programs. 
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0346 Further, the present invention may be realized by a 
computer-readable Storage medium Storing the computer 
programs or the digital Signals. Examples of the computer 
readable recording medium include a flexible disk, a hard 
disk, a CD-ROM, an MO, a DVD, a DVD-ROM, a DVD 
RAM, a BD, and a Semiconductor memory. Also, the present 
invention may be realized by the computer programs, or by 
the digital Signals Stored in Such a storage medium. 
0347 Also, the present invention may be realized by the 
computer programs or the digital Signals being transmitted 
via an electric communication line, a wireleSS or cable 
communication line, or a network Such as the Internet. 
0348 Moreover, the present invention may be realized by 
a computer System including a microprocessor and a 
memory. Here, the memory may store the computer pro 
grams, and the microprocessor may operate in accordance 
with the computer programs. 
0349. By storing the computer programs or the digital 
Signals in any of the Storage mediums listed above and 
transferring the Storage mediums to an independent com 
puter System, or by transmitting the computer programs or 
the digital signals to an independent computer System via a 
network, the computer programs or the digital Signals may 
be executed in the independent computer System. 

0350 (12) The above embodiments of the present inven 
tion and the modifications may be combined. 
0351 Although the present invention has been fully 
described by way of examples with reference to the accom 
panying drawings, it is to be noted that various changes and 
modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the art. 
Therefore, unless Such changes and modifications depart 
from the Scope of the present invention, they should be 
construed as being included therein. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICATION 

0352. The rental system described above can be used for 
business purposes i.e., can be used repeatedly and continu 
ously, in the industry where the rental agent rents digitized 
work, Such as music, movies, novels, to the user. 

1. A Storage-medium rental System, comprising: 
a rental-Shop apparatus that generates right information 

relating to a right to use digital work held by a portable 
Storage medium, and Securely writes the generated 
right information to a portable Semiconductor memory; 
and 

a playback apparatus that Securely reads the right infor 
mation from the Semiconductor memory, and judges 
whether the digital work held by the storage medium is 
allowed to be used, based on the read right information, 
and when judging affirmatively, obtains the digital 
work from the Storage medium and plays back the 
obtained digital work. 

2. A Storage-medium rental System in which a rental agent 
provides, to a user, a portable Storage medium holding 
digital work whose right of use is rented from the rental 
agent to the user, comprising: 

the portable Storage medium that holds the digital work by 
Storing therein digital content data representing the 
digital work; 
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a portable Semiconductor memory that has an area for 
Securely storing information; 

a rental-shop apparatus that, when the rental agent pro 
vides the Storage medium to the user, generates right 
information relating to a right to use the digital work 
held by the Storage medium, and Securely writes the 
generated right information into the area of the Semi 
conductor memory; and 

a playback apparatus that, upon receipt of an instruction 
from the user to play back the digital work, Securely 
reads the right information from the area of the Semi 
conductor memory, and judges whether the digital 
work is allowed to be used, based on the read right 
information, and when judging affirmatively, reads the 
digital content data from the Storage medium and playS 
back the digital work based on the read digital content 
data. 

3. A rental-shop apparatus that manages rental, from a 
rental agent to a user, of a right to use digital work held by 
a portable Storage medium, comprising: 

an obtaining unit operable to obtain medium identification 
information identifying the Storage medium; 

a generation unit operable to generate right information 
relating to the right to use the digital work, based on the 
obtained medium identification information; and 

a writing unit operable to Securely write the generated 
right information into an area of a portable Semicon 
ductor memory. 

4. The rental-shop apparatus of claim 3, 

wherein the writing unit writes the right information into 
the area of the Semiconductor memory, upon receipt of 
a payment for rental of the right to use the digital work 
from the rental agent to the user. 

5. The rental-shop apparatus of claim 4, 

wherein the Storage medium holds the digital work by 
Storing therein digital content data that has been gen 
erated by encrypting the digital work using an encryp 
tion key, 

the generation unit prestores a decryption key correspond 
ing to the encryption key, in correspondence with the 
medium identification information, and reads the 
decryption key corresponding to the obtained medium 
identification information, and generates the right 
information including the read decryption key, and 

the writing unit writes the right information including the 
decryption key, into the area of the Semiconductor 
memory. 

6. The rental-shop apparatus of claim 4, 

wherein the generation unit generates the right informa 
tion including playback-limiting information showing a 
limitation to be imposed on playback of the digital 
work, based on the obtained medium identification 
information, and 

the writing unit writes the right information including the 
playback-limiting information, into the area of the 
Semiconductor memory. 
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7. The rental-shop apparatus of claim 6, 
wherein the generation unit generates the right informa 

tion including, as the playback-limiting information, a 
rental-use time limit indicating a time limit until when 
the rental agent allows the user to use the digital work, 
and 

the writing unit writes the right information including the 
rental-use time limit as the playback-limiting informa 
tion, into the area of the Semiconductor memory. 

8. The rental-shop apparatus of claim 6, 
wherein the generation unit generates the right informa 

tion including, as the play back-limiting information, a 
rental-use period during which the rental agent allows 
the user to use the digital work, the rental-use period 
Starting from a time at which the user firstly plays back 
the digital work, and 

the writing unit writes the right information including the 
rental-use period as the playback-limiting information, 
into the area of the Semiconductor memory. 

9. The rental-shop apparatus of claim 6, 
wherein the generation unit generates the right informa 

tion including, as the playback-limiting information, a 
number of times the user is allowed to play back the 
digital work, and 

the writing unit writes the right information including the 
number of times the user is allowed to use the digital 
work as the playback-limiting information, into the 
area of the Semiconductor memory. 

10. The rental-shop apparatus of claim 4, 
wherein the generation unit generates the right informa 

tion including the obtained medium identification 
information, and 

the writing unit writes the right information including the 
medium identification information, into the area of the 
Semiconductor memory. 

11. The rental-Shop apparatus of claim 10, 

wherein the Storage medium holds the digital work by 
Storing therein digital content data that has been gen 
erated by encrypting the digital work using a content 
key, 

the Semiconductor memory prestores, in the area, a device 
key unique to the Semiconductor memory, 

the generation unit Stores, in correspondence with the 
medium identification information, an encrypted con 
tent key that has been generated by encrypting the 
content key using the device key, and reads the 
encrypted content key corresponding to the obtained 
medium identification information, and generates the 
right information including the read encrypted content 
key, and 

the writing unit writes the right information including the 
encrypted content key, into the area of the Semicon 
ductor memory. 

12. The rental-shop apparatus of claim 10, 

wherein the Storage medium holds the digital work by 
Storing therein digital content data that has been gen 
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20. The playback apparatus of claim 19, 

wherein the Storage medium holds the digital work by 
Storing therein digital content data that has been gen 
erated by encrypting the digital work using an encryp 
tion key, 

the right information Stored in the area of the Semicon 
ductor memory includes a decryption key to be used to 
decrypt the digital content data, the decryption key 
corresponding to the encryption key, 

the reading unit reads the right information including the 
decryption key, and 

when the digital work is allowed to be used, the obtaining 
unit reads the digital content data from the Storage 
medium and decrypts the digital content data using the 
decryption key included in the read right information, 
to generate the digital work. 

21. The playback apparatus of claim 19, 

wherein the area of the Semiconductor memory Stores the 
right information including playback-limiting informa 
tion showing a limitation to be imposed on playback of 
the digital work held by the Storage medium, 

the reading unit reads the right information including the 
playback-limiting information, and 

the judgment unit judges whether the digital work is 
allowed to be used, based on the playback-limiting 
information included in the read right information. 

22. The playback apparatus of claim 21, 

wherein the playback-limiting information Stored in the 
area of the Semiconductor memory shows a rental-use 
time limit indicating a time limit until when the rental 
agent allows the user to use the digital work, 

the reading unit reads the right information including the 
playback-limiting information that shows the rental-use 
time limit, and 

the judgment unit compares the rental-use time limit 
included in the right information with a present date 
and time, and judges that the digital work is allowed to 
be used when the rental-use time limit is on or after the 
present date and time. 

23. The playback apparatus of claim 21, 

wherein the playback-limiting information Stored in the 
area of the Semiconductor memory shows a rental-use 
period during which the rental agent allows the user to 
use the digital work, the rental-use period Starting from 
a time at which the user firstly plays back the digital 
work, and 

the reading unit reads the right information including the 
playback-limiting information that shows the rental-use 
period, and 

the judgment unit compares an elapsed date and time at 
which the rental-use period elapses from the time at 
which the user firstly plays back the digital work, with 
a present date and time, and judges that the digital work 
is allowed to be used when the elapsed date and time is 
on or after the present date and time. 
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24. The playback apparatus of claim 21, 
wherein the playback-limiting information Stored in the 

area of the Semiconductor memory shows a number of 
times the user is allowed to play back the digital work, 

the reading unit reads the right information including the 
playback-limiting information that shows the number 
of times the user is allowed to play back the digital 
work, and 

the judgment unit counts a number of times the digital 
work has been played back every time the digital work 
is played back, and judges that the digital work is 
allowed to be used only when the counted number of 
times does not exceed the number of times the user is 
allowed to play back the digital work included in the 
right information. 

25. The playback apparatus of claim 19, 

wherein the Storage medium Stores first identification 
information identifying the digital work, 

the right information Stored in the area of the Semicon 
ductor memory includes Second identification informa 
tion identifying the digital work, 

the reading unit reads the right information including the 
Second identification information, and 

the judgment unit compares the first identification infor 
mation stored in the storage medium and the Second 
identification information included in the read right 
information, and when the first identification informa 
tion and the Second identification information match, 
judges that the digital work identified by the first 
identification information is allowed to be used. 

26. The playback apparatus of claim 25, 

wherein the Storage medium holds the digital work by 
Storing therein digital content data that has been gen 
erated by encrypting the digital work using a content 
key, 

the Semiconductor memory further prestores, in the area, 
a device key unique to the Semiconductor memory, 

the right information Stored in the area of the Semicon 
ductor memory includes an encrypted content key that 
has been generated by encrypting the content key using 
the device key, and 

the Semiconductor memory further includes a decryption 
unit operable to decrypt the encrypted content key 
Stored in the area using the device key to generate a 
content key, and output the generated content key, and 

when the digital work is allowed to be used, the obtaining 
unit reads the digital content data from the Storage 
medium, receives the content key from the Semicon 
ductor memory, and decrypts the read digital content 
data using the content key, to generate the digital work. 

27. The playback apparatus of claim 25, 

wherein the Storage medium holds the digital work by 
Storing therein digital content data that has been gen 
erated by encrypting the digital work using a content 
key, and further Stores a disc key unique to the Storage 
medium, 
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the right information Stored in the area of the Semicon 
ductor memory includes an encrypted content key that 
has been generated by encrypting the content key using 
the disc key, 

the Semiconductor memory further includes a decryption 
unit operable to receive the disc key from the Storage 
medium via the playback apparatus, decrypt the 
encrypted content key Stored in the area using the 
obtained disc key to generate a content key, and output 
the generated content key, and 

when the digital work is allowed to be used, the obtaining 
unit reads the digital content data from the Storage 
medium, receives the content key from the Semicon 
ductor memory, and decrypts the read digital content 
data using the received content key, to generate the 
digital work. 

28. The playback apparatus of claim 19, further compris 
ing 

an authentication unit operable to perform mutual authen 
tication with the Semiconductor memory, 

wherein the reading unit reads the right information when 
the mutual authentication is Successful. 

29. The playback apparatus of claim 19, 
wherein the area of the Semiconductor memory includes 

a plurality of application areas being provided in one 
to-one correspondence with a plurality of application 
functions, each application area being provided for 
Securely storing information for the corresponding 
application function, 

one of the plurality of application functions is a rental 
function of renting the Storage medium for use in a 
Storage-medium rental System, and the application area 
corresponding to the rental function is used to Store the 
right information, and 

the reading unit reads the right information from the 
application area corresponding to the rental function. 

30. The playback apparatus of claim 29, 
wherein another one of the plurality of application func 

tions is a payment function that is used to make a 
payment for rental from the user to the rental agent, and 
the application area corresponding to the payment 
function prestores electric ticket information showing 
electric tickets that can be used to make a payment for 
playback of the digital work, 

the playback apparatus further comprises a request unit 
operable to Send, to the Semiconductor memory, a 
request to deduct electric tickets corresponding to the 
payment determined in accordance with the playback 
of the digital work, and 

the Semiconductor memory further includes a payment 
unit operable to deduct the electric tickets correspond 
ing to the payment from the electric tickets shown by 
the electric ticket information Stored in the application 
area, in accordance with the request from the playback 
apparatuS. 

31. The playback apparatus of claim 30, further compris 
Ing: 

a control unit operable to obtain, before the digital work 
is played back by the playback unit, electric ticket 
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information showing remaining electric tickets from 
the Semiconductor memory, and judge that the digital 
work is not allowed to be used and prohibit the play 
back unit from playing back the digital work, when the 
remaining electric tickets are less than the electric 
tickets corresponding to the payment determined in 
accordance with the playback of the digital work. 

32. The playback apparatus of claim 31, 
wherein the request unit Sends to the Semiconductor 

memory, a request to deduct electric tickets corre 
sponding to a payment for playback of one-time, every 
time the digital work is played back. 

33. The playback apparatus of claim 31, 
wherein the request unit Sends to the Semiconductor 

memory, a request to deduct electric tickets corre 
sponding to a payment for the playback of the digital 
work during a predetermined period of time, when the 
digital work is played back one or more times during 
the predetermined period of time. 

34. A portable Semiconductor memory, comprising 
a storage unit that has an area for Securing Storing right 

information when a rental agent provides a storage 
medium holding digital work to a user, the right infor 
mation relating to a right to use the digital work. 

35. The semiconductor memory of claim 34, 
wherein the Storage medium holds the digital work by 

Storing therein digital content data that has been gen 
erated by encrypting the digital work using a content 
key, 

the Semiconductor memory further prestores, in the area, 
a device key unique to the Semiconductor memory, 

the right information Stored in the area of the Semicon 
ductor memory includes an encrypted content key that 
has been generated by encrypting the content key using 
the device key, and 

the Semiconductor memory further comprises a decryp 
tion unit operable to decrypt the encrypted content key 
Stored in the area using the device key to generate a 
content key, and output the generated content key. 

36. The semiconductor memory of claim 34, 
wherein the Storage medium holds the digital work by 

Storing therein digital content data that has been gen 
erated by encrypting the digital work using a content 
key, and further Stores a disc key unique to the Storage 
medium, 

the right information Stored in the area of the Semicon 
ductor memory includes an encrypted content key that 
has been generated by encrypting the content key using 
the disc key, and 

the Semiconductor memory further comprises a decryp 
tion unit operable to obtain the disc key from the 
Storage medium via a playback apparatus, decrypt the 
encrypted content key Stored in the area using the 
obtained disc key to generate a content key, and output 
the generated content key. 

37. The semiconductor memory of claim 34, 
wherein the area of the Semiconductor memory includes 

a plurality of application areas being provided in one 
to-one correspondence with a plurality of application 
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functions, each application area being provided for 
Securely storing information for the corresponding 
application function, 

one of the plurality of application functions is a rental 
function of renting the Storage medium for use in a 
Storage-medium rental System, and 

the application area corresponding to the rental function is 
used to Store the right information. 

38. The semiconductor memory of claim 37, 
wherein another one of the plurality of application func 

tions is a membership card function of identifying a 
member of a rental shop, and the application area 
corresponding to the membership card function is used 
to Store a member number that identifies the user. 

39. The semiconductor memory of claim 38, 
wherein another one of the plurality of application func 

tions is a bonus provision function of providing, from 
the rental agent to the user, point information showing 
points as a bonus in accordance with use of the Storage 
medium, and the application area corresponding to the 
bonus provision function is used to Store point infor 
mation showing a predetermined number of points that 
can be used to make a payment for playback of the 
digital work, 
rental-shop apparatus Sends to the Semiconductor 
memory, a request to deduct a number of points des 
ignated by the user, as a part or all of the payment, 
when receiving the payment from the user, and 

the Semiconductor memory further comprises a payment 
unit operable to deduct the designated number of points 
from the predetermined number of points shown by the 
point information, according to the request from the 
rental-shop apparatus. 

40. The semiconductor memory of claim 39, 
wherein when receiving the payment from the user, the 

rental-shop apparatus generates point information 
showing a number of points in accordance with the 
payment to be received, and outputs the generated point 
information to the Semiconductor memory, and 

the Semiconductor memory receives the point informa 
tion, and additionally writes the received point infor 
mation into the application area corresponding to the 
bonus provision function. 

41. The semiconductor memory of claim 37, 
wherein another one of the plurality of application func 

tions is a payment function that is used to make the 
payment for rental from the user to the rental agent, and 
the application area corresponding to the payment 
function prestores electric money information showing 
a predetermined amount of electric money that can be 
used instead of actual money, 

a rental-shop apparatus, when receiving the payment from 
the user, Sends to the Semiconductor memory, a request 
for electric money information showing an amount of 
electric money corresponding to the payment, receives 
the electric money information showing the requested 
amount of electric money corresponding to the pay 
ment from the Semiconductor memory, and internally 
Stores the received electric money information, and 
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the Semiconductor memory further comprises a payment 
unit operable to transmit the electric money informa 
tion showing the requested amount of electric money 
corresponding to the payment to the rental-shop appa 
ratus according to the request from the rental-shop 
apparatus, and deduct the requested amount of electric 
money corresponding to the payment from the amount 
of electric money shown by the electric money infor 
mation Stored therein. 

42. The semiconductor memory of claim 37, 

wherein another one of the plurality of application func 
tions is a payment function that is used to make a 
payment for rental from the user to the rental agent, and 
the application area corresponding to the payment 
function prestores electric ticket information showing 
electric tickets that can be used to make a payment for 
playback of the digital work, 

playback apparatus Sends, to the Semiconductor 
memory, a request to deduct electric ticket information 
showing electric tickets corresponding to the payment 
determined in accordance with the playback of the 
digital work, when playing back the digital work, and 

the Semiconductor memory further includes a payment 
unit operable to deduct the electric tickets correspond 
ing to the payment from the electric tickets shown by 
the electric ticket information stored in the application 
area, in accordance with the request from the playback 
apparatuS. 

43. A rental method for use in a rental-shop apparatus that 
manages rental, from a rental agent to a user, of a right to use 
digital work held by a portable Storage medium, comprising: 

an obtaining Step of obtaining medium identification 
information identifying the Storage medium; 

a generation Step of generating right information relating 
to the right to use the digital work, based on the 
obtained medium identification information; and 

a writing Step of Securely writing the generated right 
information into an area of a portable Semiconductor 
memory. 

44. A rental program for use in a computer that manages 
rental, from a rental agent to a user, of a right to use digital 
work held by a portable Storage medium, comprising: 

an obtaining Step of obtaining medium identification 
information identifying the Storage medium; 

a generation Step of generating right information relating 
to the right to use the digital work, based on the 
obtained medium identification information; and 

a writing Step of Securely writing the generated right 
information into an area of a portable Semiconductor 
memory. 

45. The rental program of claim 44, Stored in a computer 
readable Storage medium. 

46. A playback method for use in a playback apparatus 
that plays back digital work whose right of use is rented 
from a rental agent to a user, the digital work being held by 
a portable Storage medium, comprising: 
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a reading Step of Securely reading right information 
relating to a right to use the digital work, from an area 
of a portable Semiconductor memory; 

a judgment Step of judging whether the digital work is 
allowed to be used, based on the read right information; 

an obtaining Step of obtaining the digital work from the 
Storage medium when the digital work is allowed to be 
used; and 

a playback Step of playing back the obtained digital work. 
47. A playback program for use in a computer that playS 

back digital work whose right of use is rented from a rental 
agent to a user, the digital work being held by a portable 
Storage medium, comprising: 
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a reading Step of Securely reading right information 
relating to a right to use the digital work, from an area 
of a portable Semiconductor memory; 

a judgment Step of judging whether the digital work is 
allowed to be used, based on the read right information; 

an obtaining Step of obtaining the digital work from the 
Storage medium when the digital work is allowed to be 
used; and 

a playback Step of playing back the obtained digital work. 
48. The playback program of claim 47, stored in a 

computer-readable Storage medium. 
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