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To all whom it may concerrn:

Be it known that I, CHAUNCEY R. BURR, of.

Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and Im-
proved Wick-Trimmer, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved wick-trimmer specially
designed for accurately and conveniently
trimming circular wicks on a burner without
the operator soiling his hands or the lamp.

The invention consists, principally,of a ring
adapted toengage the outside of the wick to be
trimmed and a knife mounted to turn in the
opening of the said ring and adapted to en-
gage and cut from the inside of the wick.

The invention also consists of certain parts
and details and combinations of the same, as
will be hereinafter fully deseribed, and then
pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figurel is a sectional side elevation of the
improvement as applied. TFig. 2 is a sectional
side elevation of the same, with the knifein a
locked central position. Fig. 3isa plan view
of the improvement, and Iig. 4is a sectional
plan view of the sameon thelinex « of Fig. 2.

The improved wick -trimmer is provided
with a ring A, formed on its under side with
a number of pins or projections B, arranged
in a circle and adapted to fit upon theoutside
of the burner C so that the ring A is held
concentrically on the burner. On the inner
edge of the ring A is formed acircular groove
A’ arranged opposite which is the cutting-
edge of a knife D, said cutting-edge being
preferably arranged segmentally, as plainly
illustrated in Tig. 4. The knife D is secured
on the lower end of a shaft E, mounted to
tarnin a hub F, projecting eccentrically from
a wheel G, mounted to turn insuitable bear-
ings in a ring I, formed with lugs H’ se-
cured on the top of the ring A. On the up-
per end of the shaft E is pivoted at I’ a han-
dle I, extending over a disk J, having a ser-

rated edge, and connected by a post K with

the wheel G.
On the under side of the handle I is se-
cured a pin I?, adapted to engage an aperture

or recess J7, formedin the top of thesaid disk
J. The free end of the handle I projects
slightly beyond the rim of the disk J, the
side surfaces of the said part I® being rough-
ened, as plainly shown in Fig. 3, so as to
givea firm hold to the finger of the oper-
ator. From the under side of the wheel G
extends a short disk, to the hub G’ of which
is secured one end of a spring .1, extending
to and coiled around the lower end of the
sleeve F to fasten with its otherend.in a suit-
able noteh D’ in the knife D.

The operation is as follows: When the op-
erator holds the disk J and turnsthe handle I
into the position shown in dotted lines in Fig.
3, then the pin I? engages the recess J’, so
that the handle I ig locked to the said disk J.
By this movement of the handle I the shaft
E is turned so that the knife D, held on the
said shaft, swings into a central position, as
plainly indicated in Tig. 2, and at the same
time the spring L is compressed. When the
device is in this position, it is placed over the
burner C, to be trimmed in the manner pre-
viously deseribed, whereby the wick is en-
gaged at its outside by the inner edge of the
ring A, while the knife D extends within the
circular wick. Now when the operator de-
sires to trim the wick he swings the handle
slightly upward to disengage the pin I® from
the recess J’, and when the operator releases
the handle T the spring L,acting on the knife
D, turns the latter to move the segmental
cutting-edge in contact with the inside of the
wick opposite the inner edge of the ring A.
When the operator now turns the disk J from
left to right, at the same time pressing on the
handle I, then the wheel G is moved, thus car-
rying by the sleeve F the knife D around, at
the same time forcing, by the pressure on the
handle I, the cutting-edge of the knife into
contact with the wick, so that the latteriscut
from the inside, the cut-off part falling upon
the top surface of the ring A. Assoon asthe
wick has been completely cut off or trimmed
the operator can lift the device off of the
burner. - If desired, the knife D may be first

swung back into a central position by the op-
erator moving the handle I into the position
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3, so that the
pin 1% engages the recess J'.

1t will be seen that by this device the upper
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end of the wick can be very accurately and
evenly trimmed, as the ring A, with the knife
D, is in the proper relative position to the
burner C. Anydesired length of the wick can
be trimmed off, asthe ring H is a suitable dis-
tance above the ring-A, so as to permit of
raising the wick above the ring A a distance
corresponding to the wick to be cut off.
Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—
1. In a wick-trimmer, the combination,with
a ring adapted to engage the outside of the
wick, of a knife mounted to turn in the open-
ing of the said ring and adapted to engage
and cut from the inside of the wick, substan-
tially as shown and described.
. 2. In'a wick-trimmer, the combination, with
a ring adapted to engage the outside of the
wick, of a spring-pressed knife mounted to
turn in the opening of the said ring and
formed with a segmental or curved cutting-
edge, substantially as shown and described.
3. In a wick-trimmer, the combination, with
a ring adapted to fit upon a burner and
adapted to engage with its inner edge the
outside of the wick to be trimmed, of a knife
havingasegmental cutting-edge and mounted
to turn within the opening of the said ring
opposite the inner edge of the same, a shaft
carrying the said knife, and a wheel mounted
to revolve, and in which the said shaftis jour-
naled, substantially as shown and desecribed.
4. In awick-trimmer, the combination, with
a ringadapted to fit upon a burner and adapt-
ed to engage with its inner edge the outside

of the wick to be trimmed, of a knife having |

asegmental cutting-edge and mounted to turn
within the opening of the said ring opposite
the inner edge of the same, a shaft carrying
the said knife, a wheel mounted to revolve,
and in which the said shaft is journaled, and
a spring held on the said wheel and adapted
to press upon the said knife to turn the shaft
of the latter in its bearing, substantially as
shown and described.

5. In awick-trimmer, the combination, with
a ring adapted to fit upon aburner and adapt-
ed to engage with its inner edge the outside
of the wick to be trimmed, of a knife having
a segmental cutting-edge and mounted to
turn within the opening of the said ring op-
posite the inner edge of the same, a shaft car-
rying the said knife, a wheel mounted to re-
volve, and in which the said shaft is journaled
and a disk connected with the said wheel for
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conveniently turning the latter, substantially
as shown and described.

6. In a wick-trimmer, the combination, with
aring adapted to fit upon a burner and adapt-
ed to engage with its inner edge the outside
of the wick to be trimmed, of a knife having
a segmental cutting-edge and mounted to
turn within the opening of the said ring op-
posite the inner edge of the same, a shaft car-
rying the said knife, a wheel mounted to re-
volve, and in which the said shaft is jour-
naled, and a handle held on the said shaftfor
turning the same in its bearings, substan-
tially as shown and described.

7. Ina wick-trimmer, the combination, with
a ring adapted to fit upon aburner and adapt-
ed to engage with its inner edge the outside
of the wick to be trimmed, of a knife having
asegmental cutting-edge and mounted toturn
within the opening of the said ring opposite
the inner-edge of the same, a shaft carrying
thesaid knite, awheel mounted torevolve, and
in which the said shaftis journaled, a handle
held on the said shaft for turning the same
in its bearings, and a disk connected with the
said wheel for turning the latter, and to which
the said handle is adapted to be locked, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

8. In awick-trimmer,the combination, with
a ring provided with Iugs adapted to engage
a burner, and a second ring supported above
the said first-named ring, of a knife held to
turn in the opening of the first-named ring, a
shaft supporting the said knife, a wheel
mounted to turn in the said second ringand
formed with a hub earrying the said shaft, a
spring held on the said wheel and pressingon
the said knife, and a disk for turning the said
wheel, substantially as shown and described.

9. In a wick-trimmer, the combination, with
a ring provided with lugs adapted to engage
a burner.and a second ring supported above
the said first-named ring, of a knife held to
turn in the opening of the first-named ring, a
shaft supporting the said knife, a wheel
mounted to turn in the said second ring and
formed with a hub carrying the said shaft, a
spring held on the said wheel and pressing
on the said knife, a disk for turning the said
wheel, and a handle held on the said shaft
and adapted to be locked to the said disk,
substantially as shown and described.

) CHAUNCEY R. BURR.

Witnesses: -

GEORGE O. G. COALE,
Eva A. GuUiLD.
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