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This::invention relates sto .a. tray .of -2 nature
which may be employed to bridge hetween the
back of a-chair and.a lavatory to facilitate the
washing and rinsing of one’s hair. A primary
objéet -of the invention -is to provide a strue-
‘ture -of -this naturé -which-will ‘he held in -place
by ithé bedy of -the -personwhose head ‘s being
washed so that the tray will at all times be
properly positioned. in reference to the neck of
the person to prevent the flow of water down
the neck and to protect the person during the
washing and rinsing operation.

A further important object of the inventioh
is to provide a structure which is extremely sim-
ple and yet easily operated and which may be
stored readily without occupying undue space.

These and other objects and advantages of the
invention will become apparent to those versed
in the art in the following description of the in-
vention made in reference to the accompanying
drawing, in which

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of the invention
as applied between a chair and a lavatory;

Fig. 2, a top plan view;

Fig. 3, a view in longitudinal vertical section
on the line 3—3 in Fig. 2; and

Fig. 4, a view in end elevation.

In reference to the drawings in which like
characters of reference indicate like parts

throughout the several views, g tray is formed to .

have a major planar surface 16. This surface {8
is made to be narrower at the discharge end {1
of the tray and wider at the opposite end which
is the end adjacent the person whose head is to
be washed.

Preferably the side edges of this area {8 di-
verge cutwardly one from the other in respect to
the longitudinal cenfer line in going backward
from the edge §1{. . The edge 2, oppoesite from the
edge i{, is centrally cut away in a symmetrical
fashion about the longitudinal center line to pro-
vide an opening between two extending portions
{6 and {1. The cut away portion is designed to
receive therein the neck of the person whose head
is to be washed and to have the pertions (8 and
{1 extend across the shoulders of that person.
The end 12 is carried around from the lateral
edges 13 and {4 by rounded corners 28 and 21
to merge respectively into the sloping edges (8

and {9 which are joined centraily by the curved ;

edge 19, this curve 5 being spaced inwardly from
the edge {2, all as best shown in Fig. 2.

An upwardly turned flange 22 is provided to
extend around the side edges of the area 10 and
to follow completely around the curves 20 and
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221 across the end 12 in each instance and thence
-down -continuously around the -edges I8, 4% -and
9. .As indicated in Fig. 2, the ends of the flange
22 are sloped inwardly by -the portions 23 and
24,:Fig. 2,.at the .edge 41 so as to direet water

-flowing across the area 19 centrally between the
-ends.of -the flange.

Then as a-means  of finish-
ing the top edge of the flange 22, there is provided
a finish molding 25. This molding 25 may con-
sist simply of a U-shaped rubber molding which
frictionally engages over the top edge of the
flange 22 to extend completely therearound. Not
only does this molding 25 serve as g finish but
it serves also to bear against the neck of the
person particularly around those portions above
the edges 8, 15 and {9 so as to form a water
seal.

On the underside of the tray just back of the
curved edge 15 is hinged a downwardly extend-
ing panel 26. This panel is preferably curved in
cross section somewhat, as indicated by the dash
lines in Fig. 2. The convex side of the panel 26
is on that side toward the edge Ii when the
panel 26 is hanging downwardly as indicated in
the several views. The hinge 27 which intercon-
nects the panel 26 with the underside of the area
{0 is made to be such that the panel 26 may
be completely folded up against the underside of
that part 18. However, the essential thing is that
the member 28 is free to swing into different
angular positions in reference to the area 18.

In using the structure, the edge If is prefer-
ably placed over the inside of a lavatory 28 and
then the opposite portion of the tray 10 is rested
across the top of a chair 29 to have the panel 26
hang downwardly on the front side of the back
of that chair, all as indicated in Fig. 1. Then
the person who is to be operated upon sits on
the chair 28 and leans back against the panel
26 with his or her neck in the portion between
the edges {8 and 19 so that the flange 22 there~
around firmly abuts the skin of the neck. Then,
depending upon the angle of the back of the chair
29, the head may be thrown backwardly to have
the hair extend primarily over the top of the
tray 18. By reason of the presence of the panel
26, the proper relationship is maintained at all
times of the tray with the neck of the person.
The pressure of the back of the person against
the panel 2§ retains the tray in that position as
desired,

Preferably there is provided on the back side
of panel 28 a strip of frictional material 38 such
as rubber and it is corrugated on the back side
so as to provide additional resistance against
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the back of the chair to displacement. Also the
underside of the tray area 10 is provided with
strips at least of friction material such as rub-
ber, these strips being designated by the numer-
als 31 and 32. These strips 3! and 82 intervene
between the underside of the tray area 10 and
the top side of the rim of the lavatory 28. Ob-
viously the chair 28 is selected to have the proper
height of back and also the proper angle of inecli-
nation from the vertical so as to obtain the de~
sired degree of angle of the tray area 10.

While I have herein shown and described my
invention in the one particular form, it is obvious
that structural variations may be employed with-
out departing from the spirit of the invention,
and I, therefore, do not desire to be limited to
that precise description beyond the limitations
as may be imposed in the following claim.

I claim:

A hair wash tray for bridging between the
back of a chair and a rim of a sink which is
spaced from the chair, comprising a substan-
tially planar floor having a discharge end, and
an opposite end shaped to engage around the
back and sides of the neck of the person whose
hair is to be washed; an upright flange extend-
ing completely around the floor except across said
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discharge end; a friction area on the underside
of said floor to be in contact with said sink rim,
said floor being otherwise free to slide across
said rim; a back board; a hinge confined entirely
to the underside of said floor and hingedly inter-
connecting an upper end of said board to said
floor adjacent the neck end of said floor; said
board being arcuate in lateral cross-section, and
being free at all times to swing on said hinge to
a normally, vertically, downwardly hanging posi-
tion; said board having that length to bear by
its lower end portion against the back of said
person as a lever over said chair back to force
said neck end firmly against the person’s neck,
with said floor remaining free to travel over said
sink rim and chair back to permit said neck con-
tact.
ROBERT A. McCLURE.
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