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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLES NEAL IDEXTER, OF MITCHANI, ENGLAND. 

SPECTACLE, EYEGLASS, AND LIKE CASE. 

1,292,725. 
Application filed April 28, 1917. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs NEAL DEX 

TER, a subject of His Majesty the King of 
England, and resident of Mitcham, in the county of Surrey, Kingdom of England, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in or Connected with Spectacle, 
Eyeglass, and like Cases, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

or connected with spectacle, eyeglass and 
like cases. The invention has for its primary object 
to provide a spectacle, eyeglass or like case 
with improved, simple and inexpensive 
means whereby the lid or cover of same can 
be easily and quickly manipulated by one 
hand only and while the case is held in said 
hand. The invention refers to pocket cases of the 
kind in which the cover or lid is held in both 
its closed and opened positions by means of 
a spring, and is characterized in that said 
said cover or lid is adapted to be opened by 
pressure upon a member acting upon the said 
cover or lid at the back of the case. 
The invention will now be described with 

reference to the accompanying drawings 
which illustrate three suitable methods of 
carrying it into practice. In all of the fig 
ures the cases are shown with the covering 
material removed. 
In said drawings:- Figure 1 is a perspective view showing 

one construction of the improved case and 
viewed toward the inside with the cover in 
a partly open or mid-open or neutral posi 
tion, i.e., in the only position at which there 
is no thrust exerted by the spring, any move 
ment from this position closing or opening 
the cover to its full position. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross section on the 
line 2-3 of Fig.1 showing the cover closed; 

Fig. 3 is also an enlarged cross section on 
the line 2-3 of Fig. 1 with the cover fully 
open; and Fig. 4 is a rear edge elevation of the case. 

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal section of a modi 
fied form of the case, showing the cover 
fully open; 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged cross section on the 
line 6-7 of Fig. 5 showing the cover open; 
and krigs 

Fig. 7 is also an enlarged cross section on 
the line 6-7 showing the cover closed. 
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Fig. 8 is a longitudinal section of a further 
modified form of the case, showing the cover 
fully open; Fig. 9 is an enlarged cross section on the 
line 9-10 of Fig. 8; and Fig. 10 is also an enlarged cross section 
on the line 9-10 showing the cover closed. 

Similar parts in all the figures are indi 
cated by like reference letters. In the three forms of the case shown in 
the drawings the cover or lid a is hinged at 
b to the body d of the case in usual or con 
venient manner, and the center of the back 
of said body is cut away, recessed or slotted 
at d adjacent to the hinge. A metal springe, 
e' or e° three forms of which are illustrated 
in the drawings, is fitted longitudinally of 
the case and across the cut-away portion, 
recess or slot d and has its ends secured to 
two inwardly extending lugs or tongues if 
formed on the body c, in which lugs the ends 
of the spring can revolve. The rear edge of 
the cover or lid a, is formed or fitted with a 
'fingerpiece, arm or loop g which extends for 
a short distance rearwardly of the cover, the 
body c and the hinge b and is bent to form 
a sleeve or tube h which embraces the spring 
e, e or e” at the center thereof. The spring 
e, e' or e' is so arranged that it is always in 
compression in all positions of the cover or 
lid a, and tends to maintain said cover or lid 
in both its closed and open positions. In the 
form shown in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive the 
wire spring e is bent upon itself to form a 
central loop i. In Figs. 5, 6 and 7 the wire 
spring e' is cranked as at i and is of bow 
shape. The spring e” of Figs. 8, 9 and 10 is 
formed of helically coiled wire. 
Assuming that the cover or lid a is closed 

Figs. 2, 4, 7, and 10, and the operating mem 
ber or finger piece g, projecting slightly be 
yond the rear edge of the case, is pressed, the 
cover or lid a is caused to open on its hinge 
b, the member or finger piece, being part of 
the cover, to turn freely with the cover or 
lid through the same angle and to project 
into the body a of the case, Figs. 3, 5, 6, 8 
and 9, through or in the cut-away portion, 
recess or slot d therein, and said member or 
finger piece to swing the spring e, e' or e” on 
its two fixed ends through an arc and past 
its normal or longitudinal center, such as in 
Fig. 1, from an outwardly extended arcuate 
condition, Figs. 2, 4, 7 and 10, to an in 
wardly extended arcuate condition, Figs. 3, 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

05 

10 



10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

2 

5, 6, 8, and 9. The fact that the spring e, 
e' or e” is always in compression, and is 
moved through an arc from one arcuate con 
dition to another provides means whereby 
the cover or lid a automatically snaps into 
its full open and full closed positions when 
moved past its dead center by means of the 
operating member 9 and by hand, respec 
tively, and is retained in said positions with 
out the assistance of catches or other fasten 
ing devices. 
By the provision of means described above 

the case can be held in one hand between 
the thumb and the first and third fingers 
and the operating member or finger piece g 
can be actuated by the second finger to open 
the cover or lid a, and the cover or lid be 
shut by closing or enveloping the case Within the hand. 
What I claim is:- 
1. In a case of the character described, a body, a cover hinged to the body, a spring 

fitted within the body and held under com 
pression at all times and adapted to retain 
the cover in both open and closed position, 
and a finger piece secured to the cover, said 
finger piece engaging the Spring so that 
when the cover is closed pressure upon the 
finger piece moves the spring past its dead 
center thereby causing the cover to open. 

2. In a case of the character described, a body, a cover hinged to the body, a spring 
fitted within the body and held under com 
pression at all times and adapted to retain 
the cover in both open and closed positions, 
and a finger piece secured to the cover and 
projecting outwardly therefrom at the 
hinged edge, said finger piece engaging the 
spring so that when the cover is closed the finger piece and spring project beyond the 
cover and body whereby pressure upon the 
finger piece moves the spring past its dead 
center causing the cover to open. 

3. In a case of the character described, a body, a cover hinged to the body, one of said 
elements having a slot, a spring fitted with 
in the body and adapted to hold the cover in 
both open and closed positions, and a finger 
piece secured to the cover at the hinged edge 
thereof and extending rearwardly of the 
cover and below the hinge and working through said slot, Said finger piece being con 
nected to the spring so that when the cover is 
closed, pressure upon the finger piece moves 
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ing the cover to open. 
4. In a case of the character described, a 

body, a cover hinged to the body, said body 
having a slot contiguous to the hinge con 
necting the cover and body, a spring secured 
at each end to the body and extending across 
the slot longitudinally therewith, said spring 
being adapted to hold the cover in both 
open and closed positions, and a finger piece 
secured to the cover at the hinged edge, said finger piece being provided with a sleeve, 

- which embraces the spring at substantially 
the center thereof, so that when the cover is 
closed, pressure upon the finger piece moves 
the spring past its dead center and opens the 
COWe. 

5. In a case of the character described, a 
body, a cover hinged to the body, said body 
having a cut-away portion adjacent the 
hinge, a spring secured to the body across 
said cut-away portion, said spring being 
adapted to hold the cover in both open and 
closed positions, and a finger piece secured 
to the cover and engaging the spring at the 
cut-away portion, so that when the cover 
is closed, pressure on the finger piece causes 
the spring to move in an arcuate path and 
through the cut-away portion, said spring 
moving from an outwardly extended posi 
tion projecting from the body past its dead 
center to an inwardly extended position within the body. 

6. In a case of the character described, a 
body, a cover hinged to the body, said body 
having a cut-away portion adjacent the 
hinge, a spring secured at each end to the 
body and extending across said cut-away 
portion, said spring being adapted to hold 
the cover in both open and closed positions, 
and a finger piece secured to the cover at 
the hinged edge thereof and extending rear 
Wardly of the cover through the cut-away 
portion and below the hinge, said finger 
piece being connected with the spring, inter 

the Spring past its dead center thereby caus- 55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

mediate of its ends, so that when the cover 100 
is closed and pressure is applied to the fin 
ger piece, the latter will move with the 
spring into the body through the cut-away portion. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto 105 signed my name. 

CHARLES NEAL DEXTER. 
Copies of this patent. may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 

Fashing&og, D.C.' 


