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CONTAINER WITH AT LEAST ONE COMPARTMENT

[0001] Continue to [0002].
[0002] Continue to [0003].

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE
[0003] The present disclosure generally relates to containers for holding at least one article. In one
embodiment, the present disclosure relates to a container that includes at least one compartment for

holding an accessory for the at least one article.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0004] According to one aspect of the disclosure, a container for holding one or more articles
comprises a plurality of panels extending at least partially around an interior of the container. The
plurality of panels comprises a front panel, a back panel, at least one side panel, a bottom panel, and a
divider panel separably connected to a panel of the plurality of panels. The divider panel is pivotable

relative to the panel of the plurality of panels to define a compartment in the interior of the container.

[0005] According to another aspect of the disclosure, a blank for forming a container for holding one
or more articles comprises a plurality of panels for extending at least partially around an interior of the
container formed from the blank. The plurality of panels comprises a front panel, a back panel, at least
one side panel, a bottom panel, and a divider panel separably connected to a panel of the plurality of
panels. The divider panel is for being pivotable relative to the panel of the plurality of panels to define

a compartment in the interior of the container formed from the blank.

[0006] According to another aspect of the disclosure, a method of forming a container for holding one
or more articles comprises obtaining a blank comprising a plurality of panels comprising a front panel,
a back panel, at least one side panel, a bottom panel, and a divider panel separably connected to a panel
of the plurality of panels. The method further comprises folding the plurality of panels at least partially
around an interior of the container and positioning the divider panel such that the divider panel is
pivotable relative to the panel of the plurality of panels to define a compartment in the interior of the

container.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] Those skilled in the art will appreciate the above stated advantages and other advantages and
benefits of various additional embodiments reading the following detailed description of the
embodiments with reference to the below-listed drawing figures. It is within the scope of the present
disclosure that the above-discussed aspects be provided both individually and in various

combinations.

[0008] According to common practice, the various features of the drawings discussed below are not
necessarily drawn to scale. Dimensions of various features and elements in the drawings may be

expanded or reduced to more clearly illustrate the embodiments of the disclosure.

[0009] Fig. 1 is a plan view of an exterior surface of a blank for forming a container according to a

first exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

[0010] Fig. 2 is a plan view of a partially folded configuration of the blank of Fig. 1.

[0011] Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a container formed from the blank of Fig. 1 and in a first
configuration.

[0012] Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the container of Fig. 2 in a second configuration.

[0013] Fig. 5 is a plan view of an exterior surface of a blank for forming a container according to a

second exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

[0014] Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a container formed from the blank of Fig. 5 in a first

configuration according to the second exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.
[0015] Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the container of Fig. 6 in a second configuration.

[0016] Fig. 8 is a plan view of an exterior surface of a blank for forming a container according to a

third exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

[0017] Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a container formed from the blank of Fig. 8 in a first
configuration according to the third exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

[0018] Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the container of Fig. 9 in a second configuration.

[0019] Fig. 11 is a plan view of an exterior surface of a blank for forming a container according to a

fourth exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.
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[0020] Fig. 12 is a first sequential plan view of a partial folding of the blank of Fig. 11.
[0021] Fig. 13 is a second sequential plan view of a partial folding of the blank of Fig. 12.
[0022] Fig. 14 is a plan view of a container formed from the blank of Fig. 11 in a collapsed

arrangement according to the fourth exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

[0023] Fig. 15 is a perspective view of the container of Fig. 14 in an erected arrangement, and in a
first configuration.

[0024] Fig. 16 is a perspective view of the container of Fig. 15 in a second configuration.

[0025] Fig. 17 is a plan view of an exterior surface of a blank for forming a container according to a

fifth exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

[0026] Fig. 18 is a perspective view of a container formed from the blank of Fig. 17 in a first
configuration according to the fifth exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

[0027] Fig. 19 is a perspective view of the container of Fig. 18 in a second configuration.

[0028] Fig. 20 is a plan view of an exterior surface of a blank for forming a container according to a

sixth exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

[0029] Fig. 21 is a perspective view of a container formed from the blank of Fig. 20 in an open
arrangement and in a first configuration according to the sixth exemplary embodiment of the
disclosure.

[0030] Fig. 22 is a perspective view of the container of Fig. 21 in a second configuration.

[0031] Fig. 23 is a perspective view of the container of Fig. 21 in a closed arrangement.

[0032] Corresponding parts are designated by corresponding reference numbers throughout the
drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

[0033] Containers according to the present disclosure can accommodate containers of numerous
different shapes. In this specification, the terms “lower,” “bottom,” “upper,” “top,” “front,” and
“back” indicate orientations determined in relation to fully erected containers. As described herein,

containers may be formed by multiple overlapping panels, portions, and/or end flaps. Such panels,



CA 03105032 2021~01-05

WO 2020/033223 PCT/US2019/044611

portions, and/or end flaps may be designated in relative terms to one another, e.g., “first”, “second”,

“third”, etc., in sequential or non-sequential reference, without departing from the disclosure.

[0034] According to a first exemplary embodiment of the disclosure, Fig. 1 illustrates an exterior
surface 1 of a blank 3 for forming a container 5 (Fig. 3) having a generally open top 7 such that the
container 5 can be generally referred to as a tray. It will be understood that the container 5 can have a

different configuration, for example, a bowl, dish, plate, box, or carton, to name a few.

[0035] The container 5 can be useful for holding one or more articles such as food products, e.g.,
frozen or non-frozen food products that can be provided in discrete portions, for example, chicken
nuggets, French fries, onion rings, mozzarella sticks, chips, popcorn, other finger foods, etc. In
embodiments, other types of articles that can include food products and/or non-food products can be
placed in the container 5 for service to a customer. Such products can be contained in additional
packaging and then placed in the container 5. As described further herein, the container 5 includes a
compartment 11 within which an accessory for one or more food products can be disposed, for
example, a sauce or dressing (e.g., ketchup, mustard, barbeque sauce, dip, etc.) and/or another
condiment. The container 5 could be otherwise shaped and arranged and could be used to hold other

products and/or articles in similar or different environments without departing from the disclosure.

[0036] As shown in Fig. 1, the blank 3 has a lateral axis L1 and a longitudinal axis L2. As
illustrated, the blank 3 includes a central or bottom panel 23, a first side panel 25 foldably connected
to the bottom panel 23 at a longitudinal fold line 27, a second side panel 29 foldably connected to the
bottom panel 23 at a longitudinal fold line 31, a front panel 33 (broadly, “a panel of the plurality of
panels™) foldably connected to the bottom panel 23 at a lateral fold line 35, and a back panel 39
foldably connected to the bottom panel 23 at a lateral fold line 41. The front panel 33, as shown,
includes a cutout 42 proximate a distal edge thereof. As described further herein, a compartment
panel or divider panel 43 is attached to the front panel 33 at a lateral tear line 47 that is interrupted by
the cutout 42 and such that the divider panel 43 is separably connected to the front panel 33. In one
embodiment, the tear line 47 provides an at least partial foldable connection of the divider panel 43 to
the front panel 33, but the divider panel 43 and the front panel 33 are separable at one or more

portions thereof.

[0037] A first front comer panel 51 and a second front corner panel 53, as shown, are foldably
connected to the front panel 33 at respective oblique fold lines 55, 57. A first front end flap 59 and a
second front end flap 61 are foldably connected to the respective corner panels 51, 53 at respective
oblique fold lines 63, 65. As also shown, a first back end flap 67 and a second back end flap 69 are
foldably connected to the back panel 39 at respective oblique fold lines 71, 73.
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[0038] Still referring to Fig. 1, a first divider corner panel 75 and a second divider corner panel 77
are each foldably connected to the divider panel 43 at respective oblique fold lines 79, 81. A first
divider end flap 83 and a second divider end flap 85, as shown, are foldably connected to the
respective corner panels 75, 77 at respective oblique fold lines 87, 89 that are interrupted by
respective relief slots or openings or slots 91, 93. A distal end flap 95, as shown, is foldably
connected to the divider panel 43 at a lateral fold line 97 that is interrupted by relief openings or slots
99, 101.

[0039] Referring additionally to Figs. 2 and 3, formation of the container 5 from the blank 3 is
illustrated according to one exemplary embodiment of the disclosure. As shown, the blank 3 can be
placed with the exterior 1 facing down and an interior surface 2 of the blank 3 is positioned facing
upward. The divider panel 43 can be folded at the tear line 47 in the direction of the arrow Al such
that the divider panel 43 is in at least partial face-to-face contact with the front panel 33, such that the
respective corner end flaps 83, 85 are carried with the divider panel 43 to be positioned in at least
partial face-to-face contact with the respective front end flaps 59, 61, and such that the distal end flap
95 is carried with the divider panel 43 to be positioned in at least partial face-to-face contact with the
bottom panel 23.

[0040] Thereafter, the divider panel 43, the side panels 25, 29, and the back panel 39 can be folded at
the respective fold lines 97, 27, 31, 41 in the direction of the respective arrows Al, A2, A3, A4 to be
positioned generally upright relative to the bottom panel 23. Such folding of the divider panel 43 also
causes the front panel 33 to fold upwardly at the fold line 41 in the direction of the arrow Al.

[0041] Simultaneously or thereafter, the overlapping corner end flap 83 and the front end flap 59, and
the overlapping the corner end flap 85 and the front end flap 61 are folded at the respective fold lines
87, 63 and 89, 65 in the direction of the respective arrows A5, A6 to extend generally obliquely away
from the divider panel 43/front panel 33 and into at least partial overlapping relation with the
respective side panels 25, 29. In such an arrangement, the front end flaps 83, 85 are positioned in at
least partial face-to-face contact with the respective side panels 25, 29. Similarly, the back end flaps
67, 69 are folded at the respective fold lines 71, 73 in the direction of the respective arrows A7, A8 to
be positioned extending obliquely away from the back panel 39 and in at least partial face-to-face
contact with the respective side panels 25, 29. The aforementioned arrangement can be maintained

with an adhesive, for example, glue.
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[0042] Fig. 3 illustrates a first or nesting configuration of the container 5 formed by the
aforementioned folding, in which the divider panel 43 is in at least partial face-to-face contact with
the front panel 33 at a first end 13 of the container 5 that is opposite a second end 15 of the container
5. In such a configuration, the panels of the container 5 are arranged such that a bottom portion of

another container can be received in the interior 9 of the container 5.

[0043] For example, the first configuration of the container 5 illustrated in Fig. 3 has a generally
tapered configuration, e.g., such that the panels 25, 29, 33, 43, 39 are generally obliquely disposed
relative to the bottom panel 23. As shown, the bottom panel 23 has a width W1 (Fig. 1) along the
lateral axis L1, the bottom panel 23 has a length D1 (Fig. 1) along the longitudinal axis 1.2, a width
W2 of the open top 7 of the erected container 5 is defined between the top edges of the side panels 25,
29 and a length D2 of the open top 7 of the erected container 5 is defined between the top edges of the
front panel 33 and the back panel 39 such that D2>D1 and W2>W1. In one embodiment, D1 can be
about 170mm and W1 can be about 120mm. In this regard, the container 5 is provided with a tapered
configuration such that multiple containers 5 can be nested with one another, e.g., so that each
container 5 can at least partially receive a container 5 above and/or can be at least partially received in

a container 5 below.

[0044] Turning to Fig. 4, in a second or serving configuration of the container 5, the divider panel 43
can be separated from the front panel 33 by tearing at the tear line 47 such that a top edge of one or
both of the front panel 33 and the divider panel 43 are at least partially free edges of the container 5.
Thereafter, the divider panel 43 can be urged away from the front panel 33, for example, via access by
a user or a tool adjacent the cutout 42, to at least partially fold the divider panel 43 at the fold line 97
in the direction of the arrow A9 to cause the divider panel 43 to at least partially pivot rearwardly of
the front panel 33 to a second position. Such movement of the divider panel 43 is at least partially
facilitated by the attachment of the distal end flap 95 to the bottom panel 23 such that the divider
panel 43 is pivotable at the bottom panel 23 via the fold line 97. Movement of the divider panel 43 to
the second position can cause the corner panels 75, 77 to at least partially fold relative to the divider
panel 43 at the respective fold lines 79, 81 to be positioned in an oblique arrangement relative to each

of the divider panel 43 and the front panel 33.

[0045] Such serving arrangement of the container 5 can be accomplished, in one embodiment, by
squeezing or pinching the sides of the container 5 at or near the fold lines 63, 65, 87, 89 such that the
front panel 33 is also urged to fold at least partially at the fold line 35 in the direction of the arrow
A10 to pivot forwardly away from the front divider panel 43. Such movement of the front panel 33
can cause the back corner panels 51, 53 to at least partially fold relative to the front panel 33 at the

respective fold lines 55, 57 to be positioned in an oblique arrangement relative to each of the divider

6
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panel 43 and the front panel 33. In addition, the aforementioned manipulation of the container 5 can
cause the side panels 25, 29 to at least partially tilt toward one another, e.g., such that the container 5
at least partially tapers toward the front end 13.

[0046] The aforementioned spaced apart arrangement of the front panel 33 and the divider panel 43
defines a compartment 11 therebetween and which is partitioned from the remainder of the interior 9
of the container 5 by the divider panel 43 and the corner panels 75, 77. In this regard, a second
configuration of the container 5 is illustrated in Fig. 4 in which the compartment 11 is defined
between the divider panel 43, the front panel 33, and the comer panels 51, 53, 75, 77.

[0047] The compartment 11 provides a convenient location, for example, to deposit, store, and/or
access one or more sauces or other condiments in the interior 9 of the container 5. In addition, the
divider panel 43 and the corner panels 75, 77 provide a barrier between the compartment 43 and the
remainder of the interior 9, for example, so that sauces or other condiments stored in the compartment
11 do not intermix with food products stored in the remainder of the interior 9 of the container 5. In
this regard, in one embodiment, a user can retrieve one or more food products from the interior 9 of
the container 5 and at least partially insert the one or more food products into the compartment 43, for
example, to dip the food product and/or scoop sauces or other condiments stored in the compartment
11. While the compartment 11 has been described as a portion of the interior 9 of the container 5, it
will be understood that the interior 9 of the container 5, excluding the compartment 11, can be a first
compartment of the container 5, and the compartment 11 can be a second compartment of the

container 5.

[0048] In this regard, the container 5 can be transitioned between the first configuration (e.g., having
the divider panel 43 in at least partial facing relation with the front panel 33, and the second
configuration (e.g., having the compartment 11 defined between the spaced apart front panel 33 and
divider panel 43), for example, by selectively pivoting the divider panel 43 at the fold line 97 and/or
by selectively pivoting the front panel 33 at the fold line 35. It will be understood that the
compartment 11 can be formed via movement of either or both of the divider panel 43 and the front

panel 33 as described herein.

[0049] Turning to Fig. 5, a blank 203 for forming a container 205 (Fig. 6) according to a second
exemplary embodiment of the disclosure is illustrated. The blank 203/container 205 includes one or
more portions that are substantially similar to those of the blank 3/container 5 of the first exemplary
embodiment of the disclosure, and like or similar features are designated with like or similar reference
numbers. The blank 203, as shown, can be devoid of the corner panels 51, 53, 75, 77 such that the
respective end flaps 59, 61 and 83, 85 are foldably connected to the respective front panel 33 and
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divider panel 43 at the respective fold lines 63, 65 and 87, 89 with no or minimal intermediate

structure.

[0050] The blank 203 can be formed into a container having features that are substantially similar to
the container 5 (Fig. 3) of the first exemplary embodiment, but devoid of the respective corner panels
51, 53,75, 77 as described above. Fig. 6 illustrates a first or nesting arrangement of the container 205
formed from the blank 203, in which the divider panel 43 can be pivoted forwardly at the fold line 97
to a first position in which the divider panel 43 is in at least partial face-to-face contact with the front
panel 33.

[0051] In a second or serving configuration of the container 205, as illustrated in Fig. 7, the divider
panel 43 can be separated from the front panel 33 at the line of weakening 47 as described above, and
the divider panel 43 can be pivoted rearwardly at the fold line 97 to be spaced apart from the front
panel 33 and form a compartment 211 therebetween. The divider end flaps 83, 85 are free to slide
along portions of the respective front end flaps 59, 61 so as to be carried rearwardly with the divider
panel 43. In this regard, the front end flaps 59, 61 can act as stops or limiters that contact the bottom
panel 23 to inhibit rearward movement of the divider panel 43 beyond a desired position. As the
container 205 is devoid of corner panels, the divider flap 43 remains in a generally flat or planar
configuration in the second configuration. The blank 203/container 205 can have a different

arrangement without departing from the disclosure.

[0052] Turning to Fig. 8, a blank for forming a container 305 according to a third exemplary
embodiment of the disclosure is generally designated 303. The blank 303 and container 305 can have
one or more features that are substantially similar to those of the blank 103/container 105 and the

blank 203, and like or similar features are designated with like or similar reference nmumerals.

[0053] As shown, the blank 303 includes additional features for forming a second compartment 311
on a second end 315 of the container 305 that is opposite the compartment 11 (broadly, “first
compartment”) at the first end 313 of the container 305. In particular, the back panel 39 of the blank
303 can be provided with substantially similar features of the front panel 33 such that back corner
panels 351, 353 are foldably connected thereto at respective fold lines 355, 357. A second or back
divider panel 343 can be foldably attached to the back panel 39 at a lateral tear line 347 that is
interrupted by a cutout 342. Respective first and second back divider corner panels 375, 377 are
foldably connected to the back divider panel 343 at respective oblique fold lines 379, 381, divider end
flaps 383, 385 are foldably connected to the back divider panel 343 at respective oblique fold lines
387, 389 that are interrupted by respective slots 391, 393, and a distal end flap 395 is foldably
connected to the back divider panel 343 at a lateral fold line 397 that is interrupted by slots 398, 399.
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[0054] The blank 303 can be formed into the container 305 in a substantially similar manner as
described above with respect to the container 5, and the features for forming the second compartment
311 can be arranged in a substantially similar manner as those for forming the compartment 11, e.g.,
with the back end flaps 67, 69 positioned in at least partial face-to-face contact with the respective
side panels 25, 29 and the back corner end flaps 383, 385 positioned in at least partial face-to-face
contact with the respective back end flaps 67, 69, and with the distal end flap 395 positioned in at
least partial face-to-face contact with the bottom panel 23.

[0055] A first or nesting arrangement of such container 305 formed from the blank 303 is illustrated
in Fig. 9, in which the divider panel 43 (broadly, “first divider panel” or “front divider panel”) is
pivoted forwardly at the fold line 97 to a first position in which the front divider panel 43 is in at least
partial face-to-face contact with the front panel 33 and the back divider panel 343 is pivoted
rearwardly at the fold line 397 to a first position in which the back divider panel 343 is in at least
partial face-to-face contact with the back panel 39.

[0056] In a second or serving configuration of the container 305, as illustrated in Fig. 10, the front
divider panel 43 can be separated from the front panel 33 at the line of weakening 47 as described
above to form the first compartment 11, and the back divider panel 343 can be separated from the
back panel 39 at the tear line 347 and at least partially folded forwardly at the respective fold line 397
to a second position to form the second compartment 311. Such movement of the back divider panel
343 is at least partially facilitated by the attachment of the distal end flap 395 to the boftom panel 23
such that the back divider panel 343 is pivotable at the bottom panel 23 via the respective fold line
397. The front panel 33 can also be pivoted forwardly at the fold line 35 in the course of formation of
the first compartment 11 and the back panel 39 can be pivoted rearwardly at the fold line 41 in the

course of formation of the second compartment 311.

[0057] Movement of the divider panel 343 to the second position can cause the corner panels 375,
377 to at least partially fold relative to the back divider panel 343 at the respective fold lines 379, 381
to be positioned in an oblique arrangement relative to each of the back divider panel 343 and the back
panel 39.

[0058] Such serving configuration of the container 305 can be accomplished, in one embodiment, by
squeezing or pinching the sides of the container 305 at or near the fold lines 63, 65, 87, 89 as
described above to form the first compartment 11, and by squeezing or pinching the sides of the
container 305 at or near the fold lines 71, 73, 387, 389 to form the second compartment 311.



[0059] In this regard, the container 305 can be provided with a pair of compartments 11, 311 at respective
opposite ends 313, 315 of the container 305. The presence of the additional compartment 311 can provide an
additional location in the container 305 to deposit, store, and/or ac¢ess one or more sauces or other condiments
in the interior 9 of the container 305. In one embodiment, the compartment 311 can receive one or more
condiments that are different than those in the compartment 11. In one embodiment, the interior 9 of the
container 305, excluding the compartments 11, 311, can be a first compartment of the container 305, the
compartment 11 can be a second compartment of the container 305, and the compartment 311 can be a third

compartment of the container 305.

[0060] Turning to Fig. 11, a blank for forming a container 405 according to a fourth exemplary
embodiment of the disclosure is generally designated 403. The blank 403 and container 405 can have one or
more features that are substantially similar to those of the blank 3/container 5, and like or similar features are

designated with like or similar reference numerals.

[0061] As shown, the blank 403 includes front end flaps 459, 461 that are foldably connected to the front
panel 43 at respective longitudinal fold lines 463, 465, and back end flaps 467, 469 that are foldably connected
to the back panel 39 at respective longitudinal fold lines 471, 473. Divider end flaps 483, 485 are foldably
connected to the divider panel 43 at respective longitudinal fold lines 487, 489 that are interrupted by
respective longitudinal slots 491, 493. Each of the end flaps 459, 461, 467, 469, 483, 485 can have a different
configuration than the respective end flaps 59, 61, 67, 69 of the first exemplary embodiment. In one
embodiment, one or more of the end flaps 459, 461, 467, 469, 483, 485 can have a square or rectangular

configuration.

[0062] In addition, an oblique fold line 416 can extend from the intersection of the fold lines 27, 35 to a
free edge of the side panel 25 and an oblique fold line 418 can extend from the intersection of the fold lines
27, 41 to a free edge of the side panel 25 to define respective end portions 420, 422 of the side panel 25. As
also shown, an oblique fold line 424 can extend from the intersection of the fold lines 31, 35 to a free edge of
the side panel 29 and an oblique fold line 426 can extend from the intersection of the fold lines 31, 41 to a

free edge of the side panel 29 to define respective end portions 428, 430 of the side panel 29.

[0063] Referring additionally to Figs. 12 and 13, formation of the container 405 from the blank 403 is
illustrated according to one exemplary embodiment of the disclosure. As shown, the blank 403 can be placed
with the exterior surface 1 facing down and an interior surface 2 of the blank 403 is positioned facing upward.
The side panels 25, 29 can be folded at the respective fold lines 27, 31 in the direction of the respective arrows

All, A12 into at least partial face-to-face contact with the bottom panel 23.
10
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[0064] Simultaneously or thereafter, respective end portions 420, 422 and end portions 428, 430 of
the respective side panels 25, 29 can be folded at the respective fold lines 416, 418 and 424, 426 in the
direction of the respective arrows Al3, Al4 and arrows AlS5, Al6 into at least partial face-to-face

contact with exterior portions of adjacent portions of the respective side panels 25, 29.

[0065] The divider panel 43 can be folded at the tear line 47 in the direction of the arrow A17 such
that the divider panel 43 is in at least partial face-to-face contact with the front panel 33, such that the
respective corner end flaps 483, 485 are carried with the divider panel 43 to be positioned in at least
partial face-to-face contact with the respective front end flaps 459, 461, and such that the distal end
flap 95 is carried with the divider panel 43 to be positioned in at least partial face-to-face contact with
the bottom panel 23.

[0066] Simultaneously or thereafter, the overlapped end flaps 459, 483 and end flaps 485, 461 can be
folded at the respective overlapped fold lines 463, 487 and fold lines 465, 489 in the direction of the
respective arrows Al8, A19 such that the end flaps 459, 461 are positioned in at least partial face-to-
face contact with the respective end portions 420, 428, and the end flaps 467, 469 can be folded at the
respective fold lines 471, 473 in the direction of the respective arrows A20, A21 into at least partial
face-to-face contact with the back panel 39. The back panel 39 can also be folded at the fold line 41
in the direction of the arrow A24 such that the back panel 39 is positioned in at least partial face-to-
face contact with the bottom panel 23, and such that the end flaps 467, 469 are carried into at least
partial face-to-face contact with the respective end portions 422, 430 of the respective side panels 25,
29.

[0067] The aforementioned folding provides the collapsed configuration of the container 405
illustrated in Fig. 14, in which the interior 9 of the container 405 is minimized and in which the
container 405 has a generally flat profile that can be provided, for example, such that multiple

collapsed containers 405 can be stacked in a space-saving arrangement for storage, shipping, etc.

[0068] Referring additionally to Fig. 15, the container 405 is reconfigurable between the collapsed
configuration and an erected configuration in which the front panel 33, the divider panel 43, the side
panels 25, 29, the back panel 39, and the end flaps 459, 461, 483, 485, 467, 469 are positioned
generally upright relative to the bottom panel 23 such that the interior 9 of the container 405 is
expanded. In one embodiment, the end portions 420, 422 and the end portions 428, 430 can be urged
into generally coplanar relation with adjacent portions of the respective side panels 25, 29 in the
erected configuration of the container 405. In another embodiment, the end portions 420, 422 and the
end portions 428, 430 can be urged into generally oblique relation with adjacent portions of the

respective side panels 25, 29 in the erected configuration of the container 405. Such transition of the
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container 405 from the collapsed to the erected configuration is thus easily provided to a retailer, for

example, by hand or through the use of minimal machine operations.

[0069] The first or nesting arrangement of the container 405 is illustrated in Fig. 15, in which the
front divider panel 43 is pivoted forwardly at the fold line 97 to a first position in which the front
divider panel 43 is in at least partial face-to-face contact with the front panel 33.

[0070] In a second or serving configuration of the container 405, as illustrated in Fig. 16, the front
divider panel 43 can be separated from the front panel 33 at the line of weakening 47 as described
above to form the compartment 11 at a first end 413 of the container 405 that is opposite a second end
415 of the container 405, as described above.

[0071] Turning to Fig. 17, a blank for forming a container 505 according to a fifth exemplary
embodiment of the disclosure is generally designated 503. The blank 503 and container 505 can have
one or more features that are substantially similar to those of the blank 303/container 305 and the
blank 403/container 405 described above, and like or similar features are designated with like or

similar reference numerals.

[0072] In particular, the blank 503 includes the fold lines 416, 418, 424, 426 that define the
respective end portions 420, 422 and end portions 428, 430 of the respective side panels 25, 29, as
described above with respect to the fourth exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

[0073] In addition, the blank 503 includes additional features for forming a second compartment 511
on a second end 515 of the container 305 that is opposite the compartment 11 (broadly, “first
compartment”) at the first end 513 of the container 305. The features for forming the second
compartment 511 are similar to those that form the second compartment 311 of the container 305 of
the third exemplary embodiment of the disclosure, except that respective first and second back end
flaps 567, 569 are foldably connected to the back panel 39 at respective longitudinal fold lines 571,
573, and divider end flaps 583, 585 are foldably connected to the back divider panel 343 at respective
longitudinal fold lines 587, 589 that are interrupted by respective slots 591, 593. The end flaps 567,
569, 583, 585, as shown, have a configuration that is similar to the respective end flaps 459, 461, 483,
485.

[0074] In this regard, the blank 503 can be formed into the container 505 to have substantially similar
features as the container 305 discussed above, e.g., the first compartment 11 and the second
compartment 511 and can be folded in a manner similar to that described above with respect to the
blank 403/container 405.
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[0075] For example, in a collapsed configuration of the container 505, the side panels 25, 29 are
positioned in at least partial face-to-face contact with the bottom panel 23, the end portions 420, 422
and end portions 428, 430 are positioned in at least partial face-to-face contact with exterior portions
of the respective side panels 25, 29, the end flaps 459, 461, 567, 569 are in at least partial face-to-face
contact with the respective end portions 420, 428, 422, 430, the end flaps 483, 485, 583, 585 are in at
least partial face-to-face contact with the respective end flaps 459, 461, 567, 569, the divider flaps 95,
395 are in at least partial face-to-face contact with the bottom panel 23, and the front panel 33 and the
back panel 39 are in at least partial face-to-face contact with the respective divider panels 43, 343.

[0076] Referring additionally to Fig. 18, the container 505 can be transitioned to an erected
configuration in which the front panel 33, the front divider panel 43, the side panels 25, 29, the back
panel 39, the back divider panel 343, and the end flaps 459, 461, 483, 485, 567, 569, 583, 585 are
positioned generally upright relative to the bottom panel 23 by raising the front panel 33, the side
panel 25, 29, and the back panel 39, as described above with respect to the container 405.

[0077] The first or nesting arrangement of the container 505 is illustrated in Fig. 18, in which the
front divider panel 43 is pivoted forwardly at the fold line 97 to a first position in which the front
divider panel 43 is in at least partial face-to-face contact with the front panel 33 and in which the back
divider panel 343 is pivoted rearwardly at the fold line 397 to a first position in which the back divider
panel 343 is in at least partial face-to-face contact with the back panel 39.

[0078] In a second or serving configuration of the container 505, as illustrated in Fig. 19, the front
divider panel 43 can be separated from the front panel 33 at the line of weakening 47 as described
above to form the compartment 11 and the back divider panel 343 can be separated from the back
panel 39 at the tear line 347 to form the compartment 511, as described above.

[0079] Turning to Fig. 20, a blank for forming a container 605 according to a sixth exemplary
embodiment of the disclosure is generally designated 603. The blank 603 and container 605 can have
one or more features that are substantially similar to those of the blank 3/container 5 and like or
similar features are designated with like or similar reference numerals. As shown, the blank 603 has a

longitudinal axis LX and a lateral axis LY.

[0080] The panels 23, 25, 29, 33, 39, 43, 51, 53, 75, 77 and the flaps 59, 61, 67, 69, 83, 85, 95 of the
blank 603 form a tray portion 604 of the blank 603 for forming a tray 606 of the container 605, and
the tray 606 has features that are substantially similar to those of the container 5 described above.
However, in the blank 603/container 605, the panel 33 is a first tray side panel 33 (broadly “front
panel”), the panel 39 is a second tray side panel 39 (broadly, “back panel”), the panel 29 is a tray front
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panel 29 (broadly, “second side panel”), and the panel 25 is a tray back panel 25 (broadly, “first side
panel”).

[0081] As also shown, a tray locking flap 632 is foldably connected to the tray front panel 29 at a
lateral fold line 634 that is interrupted by an arcuate cut 636 that defines a locking opening 637 for

receiving a locking feature of the container 605, as described further herein.

[0082] Still referring to Fig. 20, the blank 603 also includes a lid portion 608 for forming a lid 610 of
the container 605 that is hingably connected to the tray portion 604/tray 606. As shown, the lid
portion 608 of the blank 603 includes a top panel 638, a lid front panel 640 foldably connected to the
top panel 638 at a lateral fold line 642, a first lid side panel 644 and a second lid side panel 646
foldably connected to the top panel 638 at respective longitudinal fold lines 648, 650, and a lid back
panel 652 foldably connected to the top panel 638 at a lateral fold line 654. A lid locking flap 656 is
foldably connected to the lid front panel 640 at a lateral fold line 658 that is interrupted by an arcuate
cut 659 that defines a locking feature, e.g., a lock 660, that protrudes from the 1lid portion 608/lid 610
and is for being received in the locking opening 637 in the tray 606 to secure the container 605 in a
closed configuration, as described further herein.

[0083] As also shown, lid end flaps 662, 664 are foldably connected to the lid side panel 644 at
respective oblique fold lines 668, 670 and lid end flaps 672, 674 are foldably connected to the lid side
panel 646 at respective oblique fold lines 676, 678.

[0084] The lid back panel 652 is foldably connected to the tray back panel 25 at a lateral fold line
679 such that the lid portion 608/lid 610 is foldably connected to the tray portion 604/tray 606 at the
fold line 679.

[0085] Referring additionally to Fig. 21, the tray portion 604 of the blank 603 can be formed into the
tray 606 of the container 605 in a manner similar to that described above with respect to the container
5. In addition, the lid portion 608 of the blank 603 can be formed into the lid 606 in a similar manner,
for example, such that the lid panels 640, 644, 646, 652 are folded at the respective fold lines 642,
648, 560, 654 to be generally upright, e.g., extending away from, the top panel 638. The end flaps
662, 664, 672, 674 can also be folded at the respective fold lines 668, 670, 676, 678 such that the lid
end flaps 662, 672 are positioned in generally face-to-face contact with the interior surface of the
upright lid front panel 640 and such that the lid end flaps 664, 674 are positioned in generally face-to-
face contact with the interior surface of the upright lid back panel 652.
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[0086] Accordingly, an open configuration of the erected container 605 is illustrated in Fig. 21 such
that the lid 610 is raised above and away from the tray 606 such that interior 609 of the container 605
is accessible, for example, for loading or retrieving food items. With regard to the features that form
the compartment 11 of the container 605, a first configuration is illustrated in Fig. 21, in which the
divider panel 43 is pivoted at the fold line 97 to a first position in which the divider panel 43 is in at
least partial face-to-face contact with the tray side panel 33.

[0087] Referring additionally to Fig. 22, in a second configuration, the divider panel 43 can be
separated from the tray side panel 33 at the line of weakening 47 as described above to form the
compartment 11.

[0088] Referring additionally to Fig. 23, the container 605 can be arranged in a closed configuration,
for example, by hingably lowering the lid 610 toward the tray 606 at the fold line 679 such that the lid
610 engages the tray 606 and such that the interior 609 of the container 605 is at least partially
surrounded by the tray 606 and the lid 610. In the closed configuration of the container 605, the tray
locking flap 632 can be folded at the fold line 634 toward the interior of the tray 606 such that the
locking opening 637 is positioned to receive the lock 660. The lid locking flap 656 can be articulated
by a customer or retailer, for example, via folding of the lid locking flap 656 at the fold line 634, to
achieve such positioning of the lock 660. In this regard, the lock 660 can be at least partially inserted
into the locking opening 637 to releasably maintain the container 605 in the closed configuration. The
lock 660 can include one or more engagement features, e.g., protrusions, edges, notches, etc. that
engage portions of the tray 606 adjacent the locking opening 636 to enhance the engagement of the lid
610 and the tray 606.

[0089] In general, the blanks described herein may be constructed from paperboard having a caliper
so that it is heavier and more rigid than ordinary paper. The blanks can also be constructed of other
materials, such as cardboard, sheet plastics or any other material having properties suitable for
enabling the container to function at least generally as described above. The blanks can be coated
with, for example, a clay coating. The clay coating may then be printed over with product,
advertising, and other information or images. The blanks may then be coated with a varnish to protect
information printed on the blanks. The blanks may also be coated with, for example, a moisture
barrier layer, on either or both sides of the blanks. The blanks can also be laminated to or coated with

one or more sheet-like materials at selected panels or panel sections.

[0090] As an example, a tear line can include: a slit that extends partially into the material along the
desired line of weakness, and/or a series of spaced apart slits that extend partially into and/or
completely through the material along the desired line of weakness, or various combinations of these
features. As a more specific example, one type of tear line is in the form of a series of spaced apart
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slits that extend completely through the material, with adjacent slits being spaced apart slightly so that
a nick (e.g., a small somewhat bridging-like piece of the material) is defined between the adjacent slits
for typically temporarily connecting the material across the tear line. The nicks are broken during
tearing along the tear line. The nicks typically are a relatively small percentage of the tear line, and
alternatively the nicks can be omitted from or torn in a tear line such that the tear line is a continuous
cut line. That is, it is within the scope of the present disclosure for each of the tear lines to be
replaced with a continuous slit, or the like. For example, a cut line can be a continuous slit or could

be wider than a slit without departing from the present disclosure.

[0091] In accordance with the exemplary embodiments, a fold line can be any substantially linear,
although not necessarily straight, form of weakening that facilitates folding therealong. More
specifically, but not for the purpose of narrowing the scope of the present disclosure, fold lines
include: a score line, such as lines formed with a blunt scoring knife, or the like, which creates a
crushed or depressed portion in the material along the desired line of weakness; a cut that extends
partially into a material along the desired line of weakness, and/or a series of cuts that extend partially
into and/or completely through the material along the desired line of weakness; and various
combinations of these features. In situations where cutting is used to create a fold line, typically the
cutting will not be overly extensive in a manner that might cause a reasonable user to incorrectly

consider the fold line to be a tear line.

[0092] The above embodiments may be described as having one or more panels adhered together by
glue during erection of the container embodiments. The term “glue” is intended to encompass all
manner of adhesives commonly used to secure container panels in place, and is not intended to

exclude heat, chemical, or frequency bonding techniques.

[0093] The foregoing description of the disclosure illustrates and describes various embodiments. As
various changes could be made in the above construction without departing from the scope of the
disclosure, it is intended that all matter contained in the above description or shown in the
accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. Furthermore,
the scope of the present disclosure covers various modifications, combinations, alterations, etc., of the
above-described embodiments. Additionally, the disclosure shows and describes only selected
embodiments, but various other combinations, modifications, and environments are within the scope
of the disclosure as expressed herein, commensurate with the above teachings, and/or within the skill
or knowledge of the relevant art. Furthermore, certain features and characteristics of each
embodiment may be selectively interchanged and applied to other illustrated and non-illustrated

embodiments of the disclosure.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:
1. A container for holding one or more articles, comprising:

a plurality of panels extending at least partially around an interior of the container, the
plurality of panels comprising a front panel, a back panel, at least one side panel, a bottom panel,

and a divider panel separably connected to a panel of the plurality of panels; and

a plurality of end flaps foldably connected to a respective panel of the plurality of panels,
the pluiality of end flaps comprises at least one front end flap foldably connected to the front
panel and at least one divider end flap foldably connected to the divider panel, the at least one
divider end flap in at least partial face-to-face contact with the at least one front end flap and

attached to the at least one front end flap,

the divider panel is pivotable relative to the panel of the plurality of panels to define a

compartment in the interior of the container.

2. The container of claim 1, wherein the divider panel is repositionable between a first
position, in which the divider panel is in at least partial face-to-face contact with the panel of the
plurality of panels, and a second position, in which the divider panel is spaced apart from the

panel of the plurality of panels.
3. The container of claim 2, wherein the panel of the plurality of panels is the front panel.

4. The container of claim 2, wherein the divider panel has a planar configuration in the

second position.

5. The container of claim 2, wherein the divider panel is a first divider panel, the panel of
the plurality of panels is the front panel, and the compartment is a first compartment at a first end
of the container, and the container further comprises a second divider panel separably connected
to the back panel and pivotable relative to the back panel to define a second compartment in the

interior of the container at a second end of the container.

6. The container of claim 1, wherein the divider panel is pivotable at the bottom panel.
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7. The container of claim 6, wherein a distal end flap is foldably attached to the divider

panel, the distal end flap is attached to the bottom panel.

8. The container of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of corner panels foldably

connected to a respective panel of the plurality of panels.

9. The container of claim 8, wherein the plurality of corner panels comprises at least one

divider corner panel foldably connected to the divider panel.

10. The container of claim 9, wherein, when the compartment is defined in the interior of the

container, the at least one divider corner panel is obliquely arranged relative to the divider panel.

11.  The container of claim 10, wherein the plurality of corner panels further comprises at

least one front corner panel foldably connected to the front panel.

12. The container of claim 11, wherein, when the compartment is defined in the interior of
the container, the at least one front corner panel is obliquely arranged relative to the panel of the

plurality of panels.

13.  The container of claim 12, wherein the at least one side panel is a first side panel and the
at least one side panel further comprises a second side panel, the at least one front corner panel is
a first front corner panel foldably connected to the front panel, the at least one front corner panel
further comprises a second front corner panel foldably connected to the front panel, the at least
one divider corner panel is a first divider corner panel foldably connected to the divider panel
and the at least one divider corner panel further comprises a second divider corner panel foldably

connected to the divider panel.

14.  The container of claim 1, wherein the plurality of end flaps comprises at least one front
end flap foldably connected to the front panel and is in at least partial face-to-face contact with

the at least one side panel.

15.  The container of claim 1, wherein the at least one side panel comprises an oblique fold

line defining at least one end portion of the at least one side panel.
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16.  The container of claim 15, wherein the container is reconfigurable between a collapsed
configuration, in which the at least one end portion of the at least one side panel is folded into at
least partial face-to-face contact with an adjacent portion of the at least one side panel to reduce
the interior of the container, and an erected configuration, in which the at least one side panel is

positioned relative to the bottom panel to expand the interior of the container.

17. The container of claim 15, wherein the divider panel is a first divider panel, the panel of
the plurality of panels is the front panel, and the compartment is a first compartment at a first end
of the container, and the container further comprises a second divider panel separably connected
to the back panel and pivotable relative to the back panel to define a second compartment in the

interior of the container at a second end of the container.

18. The container of claim 1, wherein the front panel, the back panel, the at least one side
panel, and the bottom panel form a tray, and the container further comprises a lid hingably

connected to the tray.

19.  The container of claim 18, wherein the lid comprises a top panel, at least one lid side

panel, a lid front panel, and a lid back panel foldably connected to the tray.

20.  The container of claim 18, wherein the container is reconfigurable between an open
configuration, in which the lid is raised above the tray, and a closed configuration, in which the

lid is engaged with the tray.
21.  Ablank for forming a container for holding one or more articles, comprising:

a plurality of panels for extending at least partially around an interior of the container
formed from the blank, the plurality of panels comprising a front panel, a back panel, at least one
side panel, a bottom panel, and a divider panel separably connected to a panel of the plurality of

panels; and

a plurality of end flaps foldably connected to a respective panel of the plurality of panels,
the plurality of end flaps comprises at least one front end flap foldably connected to the front

panel and at least one divider end flap foldably connected to the divider panel, the at least one
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divider end flap for being positioned in at least partial face-to-face contact with the at least one
front end flap and for being attached to the at least one front end flap when the container is
formed from the blank,

the divider panel is for being pivotable relative to the panel of the plurality of panels to

define a compartment in'the interior of the container formed from the blank.
22.  The blank of claim 21, wherein the panel of the plurality of panels is the front panel.

23.  The blank of claim 21, wherein the divider panel is a first divider panel, the panel of the
plurality of panels is the front panel, and the compartment is a first compartment in the container
formed fofmt the blank, and the blank further comprises a second divider panel separably
connected to the back panel and for being pivotable relative to the back panel to define a second

compartment hin‘ the interior of the container formed from the blank.

24, The blank of claim 21, wherein a distal end flap is foldably attached to the divider panel,
the distal end flap is attached to the bottom panel.

25.  The blank of claim 21, further comprising a plurality of corner panels foldably connected

to a respective panel of the plurality of panels.

26.  The blank of claim 25, wherein the plurality of corner panels comprises at least one

divider corner panel foldably connected to the divider panel.

27.  The blank of claim 26, wherein the plurality of corner panels further comprises at least

one front corner panel foldably connected to the front panel.

28.  The blank of claim 27, wherein the at least one side panel is a first side panel and the at
least one side panel further comprises a second side panel, the at least one front corner panel is a
first front corner panel foldably connected to the front panel, the at least one front corner panel
further comprises a second front corner panel foldably connected to the front panel, the at least
one divider corner panel is a first divider corner panel foldably connected to the divider panel
and the at least one divider corner panel further comprises a second divider corner panel foldably
connected to the divider panel.
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29.  The blank of claim 21, wherein the at least one side panel comprises an oblique fold line

defining at least one end portion of the at least one side panel.

30.  The blank of claim 29, wherein the divider panel is a first divider panel, the panel of the
plurality of panels is the front panel, and the compartment is a first compartment at a first end of
the container formed from the blank, and the container further comprises a second divider panel
separably connected to the back panel and pivotable relative to the back panel to define a second
compartment in the interior of the container formed form the blank at a second end of the

container formed from the blank.

31.  The blank of claim 21, wherein the front panel, the back panel, the at least one side panel,
and the bottom panel form a tray portion of the blank, and the blank further comprises a lid
portion hingably connected to the tray portion.

32.  The blank of claim 31, wherein the lid portion comprises a top panel, at least one lid side

panel, a lid front panel, and a lid back panel foldably connected to the tray portion.
33. A method of forming a container for holding one or more articles, comprising:

obtaining a blank comprising a plurality of panels comprising a front panel, a back panel,
at least one side panel, a bottom panel, and a divider panel separably connected to a panel of the
plurality of panels, the blank further comprising a plurality of end flaps foldably connected to a
respective panel of the plurality of panels and comprising at least one front end flap foldably
connected to the front panel and at least one divider end flap foldably connected to the divider

panel;

folding the plurality of panels at least partially around an interior of the container and
positioning the plurality of end flaps such that the at least one divider end flap is in at least

partial face-to-face contact with the at least one front end flap;

positioning the divider panel such that the divider panel is pivotable relative to the panel

of the plurality of panels to define a compartment in the interior of the container; and

attaching the at least one divider end flap to the at least one front end flap.
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34.  The method of claim 33, wherein the divider panel is repositionable between a first
position, in which the divider panel is in at least partial face-to-face contact with the panel of the
plurality of panels, and a second position, in which the divider panel is spaced apart from the

panel of the plurality of panels.
35.  The method of claim 34, wherein the panel of the plurality of panels is the front panel.

36.  The method of claim 34, wherein the divider panel has a flat configuration in the second

position.

37.  The method of claim 34, wherein the divider panel is a first divider panel, the panel of the
plurality of panels is the front panel, and the compartment is a first compartment at a first end of
the container, and the container further comprises a second divider panel separably connected to
the back panel and pivotable relative to the back panel to define a second compartment in the

interior of the container at a second end of the container.
38.  The method of claim 33, wherein the divider panel is pivotable at the bottom panel.

39.  The method of claim 38, wherein a distal end flap is foldably attached to the divider
panel, the distal end flap is attached to the bottom panel.

40.  The method of claim 33, further comprising a plurality of corner panels foldably

connected to a respective panel of the plurality of panels. .

41.  The method of claim 40, wherein the plurality of corner panels comprises at least one

divider corner panel foldably connected to the divider panel.

42. The method of claim 41, wherein, when the compartment is defined in the interior of the

container, the at least one divider corner panel is obliquely arranged relative to the divider panel.

43.  The method of claim 42, wherein the plurality of corner panels further comprises at least

one front corner panel foldably connected to the front panel.
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44,  The method of claim 43, wherein, when the compartment is defined in the interior of the
container, the at least one front corner panel is obliquely arranged relative to the panel of the

plurality of panels.

45.  The method of claim 44, wherein the at least one side panel is a first side panel and the at
least one side panel further comprises a second side panel, the at least one front corner panel is a
first front corner panel foldably connected to the front panel, the at least one front corner panel
further comprises a second front corner panel foldably connected to the front panel, the at least
one divider corner panel is a first divider corner panel foldably connected to the divider panel
and the at least one divider corner panel further comprises a second divider corner panel foldably

connected to the divider panel.

46.  The method of claim 33, wherein the plurality of end flaps comprises at least one front
end flap foldably connected to the front panel and is in at least partial face-to-face contact with

the at least one side panel.

47.  The method of claim 33, wherein the at least one side panel comprises an oblique fold

line defining at least one end portion of the at least one side panel.

48.  The method of claim 47, wherein the container is reconfigurable between a collapsed
configuration, in which the at least one end portion of the at least one side panel.is folded into at
least partial face-to-face contact with an adjacent portion of the at least one side panel to reduce
the interior of the container, and an erected configuration, in which the at least one side panel is

positioned relative to the bottom panel to expand the interior of the container.

49.  The method of claim 47, wherein the divider panel is a first divider panel, the panel of the
plurality of panels is the front panel, and the compartment is a first compartment at a first end of
the container, and the container further comprises a second divider panel separably connected to
the back panel and pivotable relative to the back panel to define a second compartment in the

interior of the container at a second end of the container.
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50. The method of claim 33, wherein the front panel, the back panel, the at least one side
panel, and the bottom panel form a tray, and the container further comprises a lid hingably

connected to the tray.

51. The method of claim 50, wherein the lid comprises a top panel, at least one lid side panel,

a lid front panel, and a lid back panel foldably connected to the tray.

52. The method of claim 51, wherein the container is reconfigurable between an open
configuration, in which the lid is raised above the tray, and a closed configuration, in which the

lid is engaged with the tray.
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