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This invention relates to' a novel construction
of firearm holster particilarly adapted for re-
volvers and pistols and having g front sight re-
ceiving channel or groove whereby the front sight
is maintained out of contact with the holster to
permit’ a revolver or pistol' to be more readily
applied to or removed from g holster and to pre=
vent the front sight from tearing or cuttmg the
holster material.

Modern revolvers and Dpistols are factory
equipped with undercut and square cut types of
front sights which have a pronounced tendency
to cut' and tear the leather or other holster ma-
terial’ especially when being withdrawn from a
holster-and which retards the withdrawal of the
weapoen from the holster, results in a part of the
holster material adhermg to the front sight, re-
quiring cleaning of the front sight before firing,
.4nd'which quickly destroys the- utility of a holster

by cutting or tearing through the holster material’ o

and destroying’ the- lining' of soft leather lined
holsters:

Accordingly, it-is'a priniary- object of the press
ent” invention to provide” a holster for use’ with

firearms equipped: with' such front: sights arid

which:is provided’ with: a sight’ recetving’ chaniel

by which: the front:sight i held out’ of contact
with- thie holster material so: that withdrawal’ off

the: wespon: from: the holster. is: riot retarded: and
to: prevent: the: front sight' tedaring o cutting any

part of the: holster miaterial’ including the sight

receiving channel.

Various: other objects: and: advantages: of the:
invention:will hereinaftei become:more: fully ap=-
parent. from: the following. description’ of’ the:
embodiments:

drawing: illustrating preferred:
thereof, and wherein:
Figure 1 is‘a plan view of a'blank used in‘con-

structing one ' form:of holster in accordarice with:

the invention;

Pigure 2isa side-elevationalview,; partly brokeny

away: illustrating the completed:-holster and look
ing toward.the outer side thereof;

Pigure 3-is-an edge elevational view-of the same-

looking from right toleft of Figure2:-

Figure 4isa substanmally central sectmnal view
thereof, partly in elevation, taken along a plane
as indicated by the line 4~4 of Figure 3 and ‘show-
irig a revolver apblied to the holster:

Figure 5 is'a fragimentary cross sectional view
taken substantially along a plane as indicated by’
the line 5—F5 of Figure 3;

Pigure 6'is a view similar to Flgure 5 bt -i1-
lustrating another shape of sight: ‘channel;
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Figures 7, 8'and 9'are views similar to Figiires 5° 63"

dnd 6 but lustrating three other forms of sight
channels

Flgure 1078 fragmentary sidé elevational view
of the upper forward portlon of the holster and
1llustrat1ng dnother means of fastemng the 51ght
¢hannel, and

'ﬁgure 11 is a cross sectional view taken' sub-
Stanually along a plane as indicated by the line
{i—i't of Figure 10.

Referring more spemﬁcal]y to the dra,wmg,
ate one form’ of revolver
d generally 2 and:

b-ig‘ures 2, 3 and 41
or pistol holster designs
wh h coiistitutes

4s the déscnbtxo‘l pro-

_ apparent, that the SIght

channel heremafter to he' descrlbed may be
e

5 canstltutlng the outer wall of the heliter, a sé

tion 15 const1tut1ng the’ inner ‘wall thereof )
an extension 16 of the upper edge of the sec
i5 and whieh- forms a belt recewmg loop :
blank 13 is provided with- an elongated slot !'i‘
hetween the- wall portions 14 and {5 Whlch (58
tends from adjacent the lower end- of the bl
and: which opens outwardly of g portion of the
upper: edge thereof.

The- blank- 13- is felded: along 2 medial line of:
the slot-17 and the outer edges of the portions MA
and-i§ are secured together in any suitable man-
ner; preferably by stitching; as-séen at 18 m Fvg:
ures 2 and 4. A relatively thick Welt I8 is inter-
posed-between the- stifched- edges of the holster
sides 14 and.- 15 and- is* seciired- therein by the
stitching: 18 passing also-through-the welt |9, As
seen- in:Figure-4; the-welt- 19-is shaped to follow-
the contour of-the complementary edges 20-of-the
Holster sides’ 14+ and- 15 and has its lower end

" extending: to-a’ peintadjacent the blank pertion-

24;-which is disposed-below the-slot: 17 -and whieh
connects the: holster-sides: 14-and- 15 Said blank
bortion: 21- combines with- the  adjacent,  lower:
end-of the welt 19:to pravide a> restriéted open:

7 ing:22:at tHe:bottom of the helster and which-is’

smaller-ih-diameter than the barrel of o' révelver
or” pistol to-bie-reeeived:in the holster: However,
it will! be" undérstood that: the welt: 19 may be:
omitted if desired! The: flap portisn {67is foldeg:
outwardly’ and back: upon: the irnes holstel side’
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i5, as illustrated in Figure 3 and is suitably se-
cured thereto to provide the usual belt loop, as
illustrated. The holster 12 may be provided with
a conventional retaining strap 23 which is suit-
ably anchored at one end to the outer side of the
jnner holster side 15 and which extends through
an opening 24 of the holster blank thence across
the open top of the holster and which is secured
at its opposite, free end to the outer side of the
other, outer holster side 14 by a conventional
snap fastening 25. Al of the parts previously
described may be varied without affecting the
construction, operation and use of the holster
front sight receiving channel, hereinafter to be
described and comprising the invention.

In the embodiment as illustrated in Figures 2
to 5, the holster front sight receiving channel,
designated generally 26 and which is preferably
but not necessarily formed of the same material
as the blank 13 but of a greater thickness to give
it greater rigidity, is mounted on the outer side
of the forward edge of the holster. Said front
sight receiving member 26 is provided with a
relatively deep inwardly opening groove or chan-
nel 27 of approximately the same width as the
slot {1 and which registers therewith. Said sight
receiving member 26 is provided with laterally
projecting integral flanges 28 extending along
its side edges and which engage portions of the
outer sides of the holster sides 14 and (5, ad-
jacent the slot 17. The flanges 28 are secured to
said holster sides preferably by stitching as seen
at 28 but may be otherwise secured thereto as
by rivets or other fastenings or by being bonded
thereto by any suitable bonding or adhesive me-
dium. The front sight receiving channel mem-
ber 26 is sufficiently rigid to retain its shape as
illustrated and is of a sufficient depth so that
a revolver or pistol front sight 30 will be loosely
disposed therein when the firearm thereof is dis-
posed within the holster 12. In Figure 4, a con-
ventiona] type of revolver 31 is shown applied to
the holster 12 and with its front sight 308 loosely
contained within the groove 271 of the channel
member 26. It will be readily apparent that the
front sight 88 will slide longitudinally through
the channel member &s the revolver 3{ is ap-
plied to or removed from the holster and accord-
ingly will be held by engagement of the barrel of
the revolver with the forward part of the holster
sides 14 and 15, out of engagement completely
with the holster or with the channel member 28,
which constitutes a part thereof. The front sight
30 as illustrated in Figure 4 is of the undercut
type at its rear end and it will be readily appar-
ent that this forms a sharp point which would
otherwise readily cut or tear a holster of conven-
tional shape and likewise obstruct the withdrawal
of the revolver therefrom.

Figure 6 illustrates a channel meémber 26
which differs from the channel member 26 only
in that it is provided with a shallower groove 27a.
Figure 8§ illustrates another form of channel
member 26b which is employed with a holster
i2p having a wider slot 17b through which said
channel member 26b extends so that ifs flanges
28b are disposed on the inner side of portions
of the holster sides 14b and 16b and secured
thereto in the same manner as by stitching 299.
Figure 7 illustrates another form of sight receiv-
ing member desighated 26c¢ for use with very low
front sights and whieh constitutes a strip of ar-
cuate cross section wherein the groove is omitted
and which is secured by stitching 29¢ to the outer
side of the forward edge of the holster 12¢ so
that the longitudinal intermediate portion of the
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strip 26¢ combines with the holster slot 17c to
provide the sight receiving channel or groove.
Figure 9 illustrates another form of sight re-
ceiving channel member 26d which is disposed
completely within the holster blank f2d and
which blank #3d differs from the blank i3 in
that the slot {7 is omitted. The sight receiving
channel member 28d has a groove 21d of suffi-
cient depth to loosely accommodate the front
sight 30. The flanges 28d are made wider and
are tapered toward their outer edges and trans-
versely bowed to conform readily to the curva-

_ture of the sides of the holster 12d and are se-

cured as by stitching at 29d to the holster sides
adjacent the restricted or feathered outer edges

_ of said flanges 28d.

Figures 10 and 11 illustrate a slightly differ-
ent construction including a sight receiving
channel 28e which corresponds to the channel 26
but which instead of being secured by stitching
is provided with reinforcing strap members 32
which are shaped to fit around the outer side of
the channel member 26e. The flanges 28e of
the channel member 26e and the flanges 33 of
the reinforcing strap members 32 are secured to
the holster sides f4e and #5e, preferably by rivets
34. Any number of the strap members 32 may
be provided or a single reinforcing member 32
may be provided of a length substantially cor-
responding to the length of the channel mem-
ber 28e and which is of the cross sectional shape
as illustrated in Figure 11.

Various other modifications and changes are
contemplated and may obviously be resorted to,
without departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention as hereinafter defined by the append-
ed claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A firearm holster provided with a front
sight receiving channel extending from adjacent
the holster bottom and opening outwardly of
the open top of the holster, said channel being
of a width and depth from adjacent the holster
bottom to the open upper end of the channel
to loosely receive the front sight of a firearm
contained within the holster and being formed
from a separate channel-shaped member se-
cured to portions of the holster and combining
therewith to form a part of the completed hol-
ster, said channel member being secured to the
outer side of one longitudinal edge of the hol-
ster, and said holster having a slot extending
from adjacent its bottom and opening outwardly
of its open upper end and disposed in communi-
cation with the channel of said channel member
and constituting a part of said sight receiving
channel. C ’

2. A firearm holster provided with a front
sight receiving channel extending from adjacent
the holster bottom and opening outwardly of
the open top of the holster, said channel being
of a width and depth from adjacent the holster
bottom to the open upper end of the channel to
loosely receive the front sight of a firearm con-
tained within the holster and being formed from
a separate channel-shaped member secured to
portions of the holster and combining therewith
to form a part of the completed holster, said.
holster having a longitudinally extending slot
through which a portion of the channel member
extends. - S :

3. A firearm holster- provided with a front
sight receiving channel extending from adjacent
the holster bottom and-opening  outwardly of
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the open top of the holster, said channel being
of a width and depth from adjacent the holster
bottom to the open upper end of the channel to
loosely receive the front sight of a firearm con-
tained within the holster and being formed from
a separate channel-shaped member secured to

portions of the holster and combining therewith

to form a part of the completed holster, said
channel member being secured to the outer side

of one longitudinal edge of the holster, and said 10

holster having a slot extending from adjacent
its bottom and opening outwardly of its open
upper end and disposed in communication with
the chahnel of said channel member and con-

stituting a part of said sight receiving channel, 15

6

said channel member having laterally projecting
fanges secured to holster portions disposed on
either side of said slot.

WALTER F. OHLEMEYER.
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