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Application filed June 17, 1921

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, A\TO\I Hursmaxw, a
citizen of Geermany, residing at San Fran-
cisco, in the county of San Francisco and
State of California, have invented new and
useful Tmprovements in Amusement Devices,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to amusement de-
vices and has particular reference to. a de-
vice designed for entertainment and exer-
cise and comprises a main frame upon which
are supported.a plurality of vertical stand-
ards holding a series of-air balloons adapted
to be inflated. by the blowing action of par-
ticipants engaged in the blowmcr contest,
whereby the “first participant accomphshmo
the bursting of one of the balloons in the
shortest time is acclaimed the victor over the
other competitors.

This device has various novel details tend-
ing to simplicity and cheapness of construc-
tlon which are desirable in an amusement
device. Furthermore, the construction is
such that the device can be produced at a

modest cost, is highly attractive in appear-

ance and entei taining, positive in action, and
extremely sanitary:

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent during the course of the following de-
seription.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this spec1ﬁcqt10n and in which like
numerals are employed to designate like
parts throughout' the same.

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the device,

Flo 2 is an enlarged sectional view of the .,

same, showmo the air outlet port closed,

Flg 3is a tmomentary sectional VleW of
the device with the air outlet port open,

Tig. 4 is a sectional-view of the rubber tub-
ing and its mouth plece forming part of
this invention,

Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective view of
the -control mechanism’ and its associated

parts, -

Flo‘ 6 is a side. slevation of one of the
balloons shown inflated and mounted on the
standard, -and -

Fig. 7 is:a side elevation of one-of the
b‘LHOOIlS prior to inflation or after it has been
bursted.

In the accompanying drawmos wherein
for the purpose of -illustration is shown a
preferred embodiment of my invention; the
Jetter-“A” designates a table or conventional -
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pipe 19 extends.

‘need not be specifically described.
‘nipple 17 an. air balloon “B” is detachably
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support upon which is mounted a frame des-
ignated as.a whole by the numeral 8, which
frame includes a top wall 9, a front side wall
10 and end sills 11 and’ 12 respectlvely
Preferably secured to the top wall 9 is a
longitudinally - extending strip . 13" which
serves as a support and upon.which are.re-
ceived a plurality of vertical standards 14.
Bach standard is provided with a central

bore 15 in which is received a length of pipe
16, Detachably mounted on the upper ex-
tremity of the pipe 16 is a nipple 17, while
secured to the lower extremity of the pipe 16
is the upper end of a T 18, and threaded to
the lower end of the T 18 is a short pipe 19.
Formed in the strip 13 and the top wall 9

are openings 20 through which the. short
! _ Tor the purpose of secur-
ing the short pipe beneath the lower surface

-of the wall9 I have promded a nut 21 and
the usual -washer 21%

Positioned parallel
to the top wall 9 and secured in' the inlet
openings 22-of the T 18 is a tube 23. This
tube is adapted to extend through the base
part-of the vertical standard 14 and " has
connected thereto at its free end the end- of
a flexible tubing 24 preferably made of soft
rubber. As shown to advantage in Figures
1 and 4 each of the tubes is prov1ded with a
sanitary. mouth piece 25 preferably made of

_straw or paper and so positioned on the end

of the tubing that it can be readily detached

.or applied thereto :

~While I have. described the construction

~of but one of the standards, it:is to be under-

stood that the other standards and asso-
ciated ‘parts are of like construction and
On each

secured, and I prefer to make these bal-
loons of various colors.’
From a consideration of the construction

-of the standards-and:the means for inflat-
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ingthe balloon, it will be apparent that .

air blown through the tubing 24 into the
tube 23 -will, due to the’ hollow " formation

-of the T 18 and the disposition of the pipe

16-and the'short pipe 19, either pass up-
wardly through. the’ pipe. 16 or downwardly

‘through the short pipe 19. “Theé mechanism -

for controlhno the direction of the passage

-of - air-forms -an important feature of this

invention and the same will be hereitiafter

*fully. degcribed. - :
-Journaled in- the end s111s 11 and 12 are 1
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the extremities of a cross bar 26. This
cross bar is positioned parallel to the top
wall 9 and is freely movable in the respec-
tive end sills upon manual movement of a
control handle 27. As shown to.advantage
in Figure 5 the control handle is inserted
in the opening 28 of a second T 29 which
embraces the cross bar 26 and is fixed there-
to and rotatable therewith. Disposed in
parallel relation to the control handle 27,
are a plurality ‘of blocks 80 and corre-
sponding in number to the number of verti-
cal - standards employed. Each' of these
blocks 80 is provided with an upper level sur-
face, upon which surface adjacent its inner
end is suitably secured a cushion'element 31
preferably made of rubber, while mounted
in the side wall 32 of each block is a stop
33, In close proximity to the side wall 82
of ‘each block 30 and secured to and rotat-
able with the cross bar 26, is a flanged col-
lar 34. Formed on the collar 34 is a lifting
finger 35 which is adapted to contact with
the stop 33.. As shown to advantage in Fig-
ures 2 and 3 it will be apparent that down-
ward movement of the handle 27 by the op-
erator will cause the finger 35 to engage the
stop 83 and thus the inner end of the block
30 will be raised while the outer end upon
which the cushion element is disposed will
be lowered. - When the block 80 is in this
position it will be obvious that air entering
the tube 24 through the blowing action of
the participant, will pass into the standard
and be expelled from the pipe 19. On the
other hand when it is desired to direct air
into the pipe 13 the control arm is moved,
upwardly, by the operator, and the cushion
block engages the lower extremity of the
pipe 19 and the air is directed through the
pipe 16 to the balloon secured on the end of
the standard. :

In order to positively assure the disen-
gagement of the cushion element from the

‘end of the pipe 19, I propose to suitably

secure a counter weight' (not shown) on the

lower end of the control arm.  When the

operator wishes the participant to start the

-counter weight will be lifted by upward

movément of the control arm: 27.

The operation of ‘my - device is as: fol-
lowg:— " = O e

The participants’ engaging in the contest
assemble on the outside of the frame 8,
and each -participant either selects a tube
to be either designated by a certain nu-
meral, or selects a certain color of balloon
that: he proposes to inflate.  The operator
then ‘announces that the contest is started
and immediately throws the control arm 27

“from ‘the position shown to advantage in

Figure 1 to the position shown to advantage

“in Figure 2.

It will be apparent that the inflow of
air will be forced upwardly through the

1,421,238

pipe 16 and will cause the air balloon
mounted thereon to be inflated. Since the
lung power of all individuals is not the
same 1t will be obvious that one of the bal-
loons will be bursted soomer than the re-
mainder, and accordingly, upon the bursting
of one of the balloons the victor in the con-
test will be recognized. Immediately after
the bursting of a balloon occurs the opera-
tor releases the arm 27 and by virtue of
the counter weight causing the downward
movement. of the control arm the cushion
element 31 will be disengaged from the end
of the pipe 19 and the air will pass through
the latter. Thus there will be a saving in
the number of balloons employed for it will
be apparent that only one balloon will be
bursted. Another balloon is then substituted
for the bursted one and the game can begin
again. c :

While I have shown a certain number of
standards and balloons, it is to be under-
stood that a plurality of standards can be
employed and it is to be further understood
that .the form of my invention herewith
shown and described is to be taken as a pre-
ferred example of the same, and that va-
rious changes in the shape, size and arrange-
ment of parts may be resorted to without
departing from the spirit of the invention or
the scope of the subjoined claims. _

Having thus described my invention, I
claim = ‘ )

1. A device of the character described,
comprising a supporting, frame, having end
sills and a top board, a plurality of stand-
ards mounted on said frame, each of said
standards being provided with a central bore
and having an air balloon mounted thereon,
a sectional pipe secured in said bore, a T
element for holding the sections in a fixed

‘position, means connected to said T element

and adapted to supply air to said pipe, and
mechanism positioned within said frame and
operable from the outside thereof for con-
trolling the supply of air to said pipe, said
mechanism including a cross bar journaled
in the sills of said frame; blocks secured to
said cross bar, and a control arm connected
to said cross bar and adapted to actuate the
same, ;

2. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a frame having verti-
cal tubular standards ‘mounted thereon
adapted to support a plurality of air bal-
loons, of means for conveying a supply of
air to said standards, mechanism connected
to said frame for controlling the supply of
air entering and exhausting from said stand-
ards, said mechanism including a cross bar
journaled in the sills of said frame, blocks
secured to said cross bar, cushion elements

‘secured on the upper surfaces of said blocks,
“and a control arm connected to said ecross

bar, whereby upon its actuation said cushion
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elements are thrown into and out of engage-
ment with the lower extremities of said
standards.

3. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a frame having verti-
cal tubular standards mounted thereon
adapted to support a plurality of air bal-
loons, of means for conveying a supply of
air to said standards, mechanism connected
to said frame for controlling the supply of
air entering and exhausting from said stand-
ards, said mechanism including a cross bar

8

journaled in the sills of said frame, blocks
gecured to said cross bar, cushion elements
secured on the upper surfaces of said blocks,
a control arm connected to said cross bar,
and means positioned on said cross bar and
said blocks, whereby upon the actuation of
said control arm the cushion elements on
said blocks are disengaged from the lower
extremities of said standards.
In testimony whereof aflix signature.

ANTON HULSMANN.
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