
R. F. AIT KEN. 
TAPE LINE HOLDER, 

APPLICATION FILED AUG, 20, 9 l2. 

1,066,972. Patented July 8, 1913. 

elitorste i 

  



10 

5 

20 

30 

35 

40 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ROBERT F. AITKEN, OF FILINT, MICHIGAN. 

AEPE--LONTE BOLOER. 

Specification of Letters Patent, 

Application filed August 20, 1912. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RoRERT F. AITKEN, a 

subject of the King of Great Britain, resid 
ing at Flint, in the county of Genesee and 
State of Michigan, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Tape-Line Holders, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to tape line holders, 

the object in view being to provide a simple 
and inexpensive attachment for a tape line, 
by means of which the extremity of the tape 
may be held upon the work to be measured, 
without the aid of an assistant, thereby 
greatly facilitating the workman in his op 
erations, the device also acting as a stop 
when the tape is wound upon the drum in 
the usual case or container. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts, as 
will be hereinafter more fully described, 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
and pointed out in the claims hereunto ap 
pended. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspec 
tive view of the holder, showing a portion 
of the tape line attached thereto. Fig. 2 is 
a plan view of a portion of the tape line 
with the improved holder, showing the same 
applied to a piece of lumber. Fig. 3 is an 
edge view of the same. Fig. 4 is also an 
edge view of the device, showing the man 
ner in which the same is used for inside 
measurements. Fig. 5 is a side elevation of 
the casing or container, for the tape line, 
showing the tape line fully drawn into the 
casing and the holder, acting as a stop on 
the periphery thereof. Fig. 6 is a section 
through the holder and adjacent end of the 
tape line. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates 
an ordinary tape line of fabric or steel, to 
the extremity of which is applied the holder 
2 of this invention. 
The improved holder embodies two arms 

3 and 4 extending at right angles to each 
other, and adjacent to the junction of said 
arms the holder is provided with oppositely 
projecting pintles 5. 
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In connection with the tape line and 
holder, I employ a sheet metal clip 6 which 
is folded upon itself and upon opposite sides 
of the extremity of the tape line, as shown, 
and riveted or otherwise permanently se 
cured to the tape line. The clip 6 has op 
posite portions thereof bent into the form of 
eyes 7 to receive the pintles 5, thereby ad 
mitting of a pivotal movement between the 
holder and the tape line, which permits the 
holder to be used either for outside or in 
side measurements. For outside neasure 
ments, the holder is arranged in a position, 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, so as to embrace the 
edge of the work, while allowing the tape 
line 1 to extend along the face of the work. 
For inside measurements, the holder is ar 
ranged as shown in Fig. 4, so that it may be 
held at an angle, while the tape line 1 ex 
tends along the surface of the work, or 
from one point to another. 
When the tape line is wound upon the 

drum or spool within the container, shown 
at 8, the holder 2 finally comes into contact 
with the periphery of the container, and 
thereby acts as a stop to prevent the extrem 
ity of the tape from being drawn entirely 
within the container. 
What is claimed is: 
1. The combination with a tape line, of a 

holder therefor embodying two arms at a 
right angle to each other, pintles extending 
from opposite edges thereof at the junction 
of said arms, the tape line having terminal 
eyes in which said pintles are received. 

2. The combination with a tape line, of a 
holder therefor embodying two arms at a 
right angle to each other, pintles extending 
from opposite edges thereof at the junction 
of said arms, and a clip embracing the ex 
tremity of the tape line and provided with 
spaced eyes which receive said pintles. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ROBERT F. AITKEN. 

Witnesses: 
DAVID H. ALLAN, 
SosAN ???P????. 
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