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This invention relates to improvements in identifica-
tion tags, and more particularly concerns a luggage tag
which may be attached to a piece of luggage in order to
identify the owner.

It is an object of this invention to provide a luggage
tag which is attractive in appearance, light in weight, and
is easily opened to permit the insertion of an identifica-
tion card and is easily closed to retain that card.

It is another object to provide a luggage tag which may
be easily opened and closed so that the identification tag
may be removed and replaced when desired.

Other objects and advantages of this invention, includ-
ing its simplicity and economy, will further become ap-
parent hereinafter and in the drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of a luggage tag con-
structed in accordance with this invention looking at the
front of the tag with the tag open;

FIG. 2 is a view in perspective looking at the back of
the tag with the tag open;

FIG. 3 is a view in front elevation of the tag with the
tag in closed position;

FIG. 4 is a view in bottom plan of the tag of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a view of the left end of the tag of FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 is a partial view of the inner face of the cover
member of the tag;

FIG. 7 is a view in perspective of another embodi-
ment of the invention looking at the front of the tag wit
the tag open; '

FIG. 8 is a view in perspective of the tag of FIG. 7
looking at the back of the tag with the tag open;

FIG. 9 is a view in front elevation showing the tag
closed;

FIG. 10 is a view in bottom plan of the tag of FIG. 9;
and

FIG. 11 is a view of the left end of the tag of FIG. 9.

Although specific terms are used in the following de-
scription for clarity, these terms are intended to refer
only to the structure shown in the drawings and are not
intended to define or limit the scope of the invention.

Turning now to the specific embodiments of the inven-
tion selected for illustration in the drawings, there is
shown in FIGS. 1-6 a luggage tag 11 which comprises a
rectangularly shaped base member 12 having an inner
face 13 and an outer face 14, and a cover member 15
which has an inner face 16 and an outer face 17 and
includes a window 18 which is defined by a window
frame 21.

A hinge element 22, which is integrally formed with
base and cover members 12, 15 and is thinner than those
members, connects them together along a crease line so
that base and cover members 12, 15 may be folded over
each other to retain an identification card therebetween.

A series of pins 23 extend from inner face 16 of cover
member 15 along its periphery. Base member 12 is pro-
vided with a series of holes 24 formed therein which
receive pins 23 and hold them in frictional engagement to
hold the base and cover members 12, 15 together in a
detachable fashion.

A strap 25 extends from the non-hinged end of base
member 12 and is provided at its free end with an en-
larged head 26. It includes a hole 27 that is larger than
the holes 24 in base member 12 so that a cover member
pin passes freely therethrough.

A recessed area 28 is formed in the inner face 16 of
cover member 15 and surrounds one of the pins 23. Area
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28 is adapted to receive strap head 26 so that the inner
face of the strap head is flush with the inner face 16 of
cover member 15.

Tuggage tag 11 is integrally formed as a single blank,
and is preferably made of polypropylene. The tag may be
opened and closed an enormous number of times with-
out causing failure of hinge element 22.

In use, an identification card is placed against base
inner face 13, strap 25 is looped through the handle of
a piece of luggage, strap head 26 is seated in recessed
area 28, and the luggage tag is snapped closed by in-
serting the pins 23 in the holes 24 which frictionally
engage to hold base member 12 against cover member 15
and to hold the identification card securely therebetween.

The embodiment of the invention illustrated in FIGS.
7-11 differs from luggage tag 11 in the type of strap that
is provided. Luggage tag 31 of FIGS. 7-11, comprises a
base member 32 with an inner face 33 and an outer face
34, a cover member 35 with an inner face 36 and an outer
face 37 and a window 38 formed therein and defined by
a frame 41, and a hinge element 42 connecting the base
and cover members 32, 35 together so that they may be
folded over each other to retain an identification card
therebetween.

A series of pins 43 extend from the inner face 33 of
cover member 35 around its outer periphery. The base
member 32 has a series of holes 44 formed therein which
receive pins 43 and hold them in frictional engagement
to hold the base and cover members 32, 35 together in
a detachable fashion.

A pair of apertures 45 in base member 42 and a pair
of apertures 46 in cover member 35 are provided which
register with each other when the cover and base mem-
bers 32, 35 are held together in closed position.

A flexible plastic strap 47 is provided which has a
tapered head 48 at each end. The heads 48 taper out-
wardly from the strap ends toward a pair of arresting
shoulders 51. Because of the tapering of heads 48 and
the arresting shoulders 51, the ends of strap 47 may be
passed easily through apertures 45, 46 in one direction,
but are prevented from passing easily through the aper-
tures in the reverse direction by the arresting shoulders
51.

Base and cover members 32, 35 and hinge element 42
are integrally formed as a single blank, and luggage tag
31 is preferably made of polypropylene.

It is to be understood that the form of the invention
herewith shown and described is to be taken as a pres-
ently preferred embodiment. Various changes may be
made in the shape, size and arrangement of parts. For
example, equivalent elements may be substituted for those
illustrated and described herein, parts may be reversed
such as forming the pins on the base member and the
holes in the cover member, and certain features of the
invention may be utilized independently of the use of
other features, all without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention as defined in the subjoined claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A luggage tag comprising a base member having
inner and outer faces, a cover member having inner and
outer faces and a window formed therein, a hinge ele-
ment connecting the base and cover members together
so that they may be folded over each other to retain an
identification card therebetween, a series of pins extend-
ing from the inner face of the cover member, said base
member having a series of holes formed therein which
receive said pins and hold them in frictional engagement
to hold the base and cover members together in a detach-
able fashion, said base and cover members and hinge ele-
ment being integrally formed as a single blank, said lug-
gage tag being made of a plastic material, and a strap
operatively connected to said blank and extending there-



3,384,984

3

from with a free end having an enlarged head and means
on the base member and the cover member which co-
operate to receive an end portion of the strap and secure
it in locked position.

2. A luggage tag comprising a base member having
inrer and outer faces, a cover member having inner and
outer faces and a window formed therein, a hinge ele-
ment connecting the base and cover members together
so that they may be folded over each other to retain an
identification card therebetween, a series of pins extend-
ing from the inner face of the cover member, said base
member having a series of holes formed therein which
receive said pins and hold them in frictional engagement
to hold the base and cover members together in a detach-
able fashion, a strap extending from the base member and
having a free end with an enlarged head that includes a
hole which is larger than the holes in the base member
so that a cover member pin passes freely therethrough,
and a recessed area in the inner face of the cover mem-
ber surrounding one of said pins and adapted to receive
said strap head so that its inner face is flush with the inner
face of the cover member, said Juggage tag being inte-
grally formed as a single blank, said luggage tag being
made of polypropylene.

3. A luggage tag comprising a base member having
inner and outer faces, a cover member having inner and
outer faces and a window formed therein, a hinge element
connecting the base and cover members together so that
they may be folded over each other to retain an identifica-
tion card therebetween, a series of pins extending from
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the inner face of the cover member, said base member
having a series of holes formed therein which receive said
pins and hold them in frictional engagement to hold the
base and cover members together in a detachable fashion,
a pair of apertures in the base member, a pair of apertures
in the cover member which register with the base mem-
ber apertures when the cover and base members are held
together, and a flexible plastic strap having a head at
each end, said heads tapering outwardly from the strap
ends toward a pair of arresting shoulders, whereby the
end of the strap may be passed easily through said aper-
tures in one direction because of the taper and said end
is prevented from passing easily through said apertures
in the other direction by said arresting shoulders, said
base and cover members and hinge element being inte-
grally formed as a single blank, said luggage tag being
made of polypropylene.
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