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JAMES F DRUMMOND, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.
Letters Patent Nog 656,477, dated June 4, 1867,

IMPROVEMENT IN CANS OR BOXES FOR HOLDING PAINTS.

The Schevule refereed fo in these Petters Patent afd making pact of fhe same.

TO ALIL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, Janzs F. DRuMMoND, of the city, county, and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful improvements in Cans aud Boxes for Holding Paiut and other materials; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and exact deseri 1ptmn of the same, reference Leing had to the accom-
panying drawings, making a portion of this specification, in which—

Figare 1 is a vertical transverse séction of a can constructed according to my invention.

Figure 2 is a detached section of a portion of the same on an enlarged scale.

Figuve 8 is a similar’detached section showing the manner of opening the can.

Similar-letters of reference indicate corresponding parts in all thé figures.

This invention consists in a-novel method of -combining an . air-tight co¥er with the body of a sheet-metal
can or box, whereby the overlapping rim of the cover may be readily cut or severed as required in opening the

) box, but be left in such condition. tlat it may be afterwards used as a lid.

To enable others to understand the nature and construction of my invention, I will procced to describe it
with reference to the drawings.-

The body of the can, whwh may be of either square or cylmdrlcal form, but preferably of the latter, is
shown at A, and has formed iu it, at a short distance from the top thereof, an internal swage, the outer or,
dopressed side of “which forms a cucumfcreutml groove, @, oxtending entirely around the =md body. Formed
upon this body A, below the groove a, just deseribed, is an external ciréumforential swage, which forms an
annular rib, marked & in the dmmngq. The cover B of the can or box may Have its flat upper part ¢ made of
sheet metal, of the same thickucss as that of which the body A is formed; but the downwardly-extending rim
d thereof, which is designed to fit upon and sgonnd that part of the hody A, above the groove e thereof, when
the can er box is closed, as shown in figs. 1 a,md , aud which is indicated in red color in the. drawings, should
preferably be made of thinner metal, which may be cut with a knife or equivalent implement with comparative
ense, and is of such widsh, or rather depth, that when the cover iz placed upon the body A, as shown in figs. 1
and 2, the said rim will extend down past the groove e, with its lower edge resting upon the circumferential rib,
the top or uppermost edge of the body A being at the same time brought in coutact with the flat upper part ¢ of |
the cover, to the end that the contents of the can or box may in » great measure be prevented from getting
between the rim & and the adjacent upper portion of the body A, The cover being placed in this position, the
joint between the lower edge just mentioned of the rim d and the upper side or sarface of the rib §.is closed or
united by soldering, as represented at o/, the said rib serving, as it were, to support the solder, thus facilitating
the operation of soldering or sccuring the cover %o the body of the can or box.

In order to opén the can or box when thus closed, the point of a knife or other like cutting implement is
foreed through the thin sheet-metal rim d into the groove a of the body A, and the said knife or implement is

r then forced around the can or.box, cutting the rim d in its passage, and its point-being guided by the groove a
along or in with it, the said point passes wlule the rim js being thus cut. The thin metal rim being thus divided
throu«rhout its entire circumference, as shown in fig. 3, the cover may be drawn upward and removed from the
body. The groove a not only serves as & gmde to the knife while cutting or dividing such rim, but greatly
facilitates the operation of cutting. Inasmuch s the rim d is cut or divided at some distance from the upper
edge thereof, the cover B may be used in the same manner as an ordinary cover to temporarily close the can or
box when desired.
y What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The Zircumferential groove @, in combination with the overlapping rim d of the cover, and the soldered
joint ', substantially as hevein set forth, for the purpose specified.

2. The external circumferential rib 3, arranged with reference to the groove @, rim d, and soldered Jomt a,
substantially as herein set forth, for the purpose spec:ﬁed

v _ JAS. F. DRUMMOND.
Witnesses: .

J. W. Cooxasg,
G. W. Resp.




