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This invention relates to Serwing tableS and 
more particularly to deWices of the character of 
mobile Serwice tables or Wagons, trayS and tray 
carriers, Such as are adapted for occasional or 
other use in SerWing and dispensing refresh 
iments, buffet meals, and So forth. Important 
objects of the imWention are to proWide a neW, 
Simplified and . Sturdy construction for furniture 
of the . Stated character, and especially to pro 
wide a new and improwed dewice which is not 
only mobile, but Which is adapted to be collapsed 
into a comWeniently compact form When not in 
US6. 
A further object is to prowide a folding, mobile 

table of noWel, pleaSing and durable design, em 
bodying an economy. of partS, each of . Which is 
0f Simple and relatiWely inexpensiWe 'form, and 
the Whole being remarkably ecoraomical to manu 
facture and aSSemble. Another further object 
is to proWide a neW Structure SerWing a plurality 
of functions heretOfore achiewed only Separately, 
i. e. by a wariety of differeht dewices of the table 
and tray-carrying ? type, Such, for instance, as 
tea, Wagons, butilers' tables, tray Stands, SerWing 
tableS and other SerWing --furniture. 

Particularly important features of a table 
made in accordance with the inwention, are that 
it may be easily folded into a particularly ad 
wantageous arrangement for storage during pe 
riods of non-uSe; yet at the Same time the ap 
paratus, unlike many structures of folding char 
acter, is adapted for economical manufacture ina 
an attractiWe form and design. 
A further Waluable feature is that the dewice 

iS adapted to a Wariety of purposes and may be 
Set up to form a plurality of different; SizeS or 
Styles .. of mobile SerWing tables to Suit the re 
quirements of the particular occasion. In addi 
tion, the dewice embodies remoWable partS which 
may advantageously Serve as trayS and yet. Whera 
removed, neither disturb the mechanical Struc 
ture of the dewice, nor require complicated de 
tachment; the detached trayS are eSSentially 
Simple, and need not be encumbered by folding 
elements or other Weighty or awkward partS un 
related to the Simple functioh of a tray. 
Other objects ahd adWantages include Such aS 

are hereinafter stated or rendered - apparent, or 
are otherwise incidental to the use of StructureS 
embodying the inwention, which may · be con 
`veniently explained by reference to a Specific il 
lustrative example Set forth in the draWingS and 
hereinbelow described. 
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by way of example, one presently preferred em 
bodiment of the inWention: ~ ~ 

Fig. 1 is a perspectiWe wieW'' of the complete 
table, Set up for use: ~ 

F'ig. 2 is a, Side elevation of the structure in 
collapsed or folded form, aS for Storage; 

Fig. 3 is a wertical Section in a longitudinal 
direction, ShoWing the Structure Set up in an al 
ternative manner; 

Fig., 4 is a, fragmentary wertical || Section, in a, 
longitudinal direction, of a, . central tray dewice 
ShOWra in Fig. 1; and ~ ~ ~ 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary perSpectiWe wieW Show 
ing an upper tray of Fig. 1, with certain portioras 
cut away to reveal underlying structure. 

: Referring to the drawings, the dewice · com 
prises a collapsible framework of · the cross 
legged or laZy-tongS type, embodying spaced sets 
of parallel legS pivoted to each other. . More 
Specifically, the presently preferred embodiment 
ShoWn includes a pair of handle-Supporting legs 
l0, I {, · Spaced at their upper .. extremities by a 
handle-forming dowel or rod l2 , and at their 
lower extremities by another .. rod l3. Pivoted" 
to the legS f0, lf, by means of the rod !3, are a, 
further pair of legS l4, l5, arranged to be opened 
out from the legs l0, lf as shown in Fig. 1 and 
Spaced at their upper extremity by a rod or arm 
6. PiWoted by means 'of a dowel or rod IT dis 
posed centrally of the legs 0 and [[, are a fur 
ther pair of legs · l8, l9 and a like pair of legs 
20, 2l are Similarly pivoted about a, rod 22 which 
extendS centrally between the legs · l4, {6.” The' 
upper ends · of the legs f8, f9, and 20, 2 * are 
piWoted together about a transwerse doWel 23, 
thus completing the double laZy-tongs structure. 
'The lower or outer ends of the rods (8, I9, and 
20, 2l are respectively connected by rods 24, 25, 
Which may also. Serve aS axle members, for sup 
porting wheels 26, 2T outside the legs f8, 19 and 
Wheels 28, 29 outside the legs 20, 2 )[.. 
Although the Structure. described may be made 

of any .Suitable material, it may wery adWanta 
geously and attractively be constructed of wood, ' 
and Since the . Several · legs may have the same 
crOSS-Sectional dimensions, economy of manu 
facture from a few standard Sizes of uncut ma 
terial is afforded. Similarly, the rods !3, II, 22, 
23, 24 arad 25 ?? may be of identical cross-section, 
and likewise in some cases members ? I2 and I6, 
although the former of those is conveniently of 
SomeWhat larger.croSS-Sectional area, to prowide 
a better .. handle, and the latter may have a spe 
cial shape : for · better Supporting purposes, ; as 

Referring to the drawings, Which thus ShoW, s? hereinafter explained. . It will also be understood 
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that for accurate Spacing of the legs in each pair, 
the extremities of the several dowels or rods may 
be turmed doWn or include appropriate reduced 
portionS CaS at 29d in Fig. 5) and that suitable 
meanS (not Showra) may be provided to prevent 
displacement of the legs axially outward of the 
rOds. Although , the wheels 26. to 29, iraclusive, 
may similarly be made in a variety of shapes and 
materials, a convenient, econormical and attrac 
tiWe conStruction constitutes the thick, relatively 
large WOOden disks illustrated, hawing decorative 
hubS 30, a.S ShoWn; the hubs serving, if desired, 
tO maintain the Wheels in suitable rotative rela 
tion on the shafts 24, 25. * ^ 
A table top Structure 3l, conveniently of tray 

like configuration, and haWing a low wall or bar 
rier · 32 about its upper Surface, is pivoted by 
meanS of the rod or dowel 33, to Swing between 
the legS f0, I l from a point near the upper 
extremities thereof, and about an axis parallel 
to and near' one end of the table top 3. The 
loWer' portionS of the sides of the structure 3 
carry tWO pairs of notches 34, 3b, and 36, 31, 

?ectively adapted, in pairs, to fit ower the rod 

The complete structure further includes a tray 
dewice generally designated 40, which may as 
Sume a, Wariety of forms, but is , adwantageously 
and attractiWely embodied, in the illustrated ex 
ample, aS a Serwing tray hawing a rear' barrier 
Or Wall 4 and generally similarly side portions 
42, 43, the Side portions conveniently depending 
from the table or horizontal part of the tray, 
aS ShOWn more particularly in Fig. 5. Another 
part, likewise conveniently susceptible of embodi 
ment in remowable form (e. g., as shown) , " is · a, 
tray Or tray-like dewice 50 which may have 
Slightly raised front and rear walls 5I, and raised 
Side Walls 52 Which also depend sufficiently from 
the Central or table portion of the tray so as to 
Owerhang and abut the rods II, 22, when the 
tray 50 is rmOunted in the position shown in Fig. 1.. 

It may nOW be explained that with the tray 
dewices 40, 50 1remowed, the structure may be 
readily collapsed or folded into the forrn shoWn 
in Fig. 2, the table top portion : 3f being folded 
down betWeen · the leg assemblies f0, . [4, l8, 20, 
and ll, 15, 19, 2l, and also extending wertically 
down betWeen the croSS rods fl, 22-whereby the 
table-top element 3 is Securely held in place and 
.does not SWing, or flop around, "When the Struc 
ture is mowed. When it; is desired to use thae 
table, the legs are opened up, at first; SomeWhat 
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slightly further than as shoWn in Fig., 1, so · that •·': 
the 'Outer end of the table element 3I may be 
SWung up to the left of · the rod 23. Thereupon 
the legs are Slightly cOllapsed to the arraragemerat 
shoWn in Fig. 1 and the notches 36, 3T of the top 
portion 3 are fitted ower the rod 23. The tray 
member 50 may then be fitted in place between 
the Sets of legs and So aS to lock, SO to Speak, 
oWer the rods i, 22 (Fig., 4) . In this''' Way ·the 
structure is easily and rapidly: Set up in - itS most; 
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expanded form and yet by wirtue Of the arrange-- ** ** 
ment of the top element 3d, and preferably also 
with the cooperation of the tray dewice 50, the 
structure is mechanically wery rigid and Sturdy. 
Thereafter, the tray dewice 40 may be Seated' ih 

65 

place, with the lower edge of its wall 42 resting On ** ** 
the upper Surfaces of the barrier 32 of the tOp 
3, and with the inside corner formed by the 
downwardly projecting wall 43 seated “Ower' the 
rod? 6. * Conveniently the rod ̀'f6', may - have afra 
extended mid portion or flange 54, ºr for better 
seating of the tray dewice 40 On it. 

2,854,941 
It Will noW be seen that the complete assemi 

bly ShOWn in Fig. 1 provides a serwing table of 
generOLis p1'OpOrtions, whereOn a, considerable 
quantity Of refreshments or other articles may 
be placed. The surfaces of the top 3I, tray 40 
and tray dewices 50 are all available to that end, 
and the arrangement is such that all of them 
are readily accessible. The structure may be 
readily moved from place to place, as " by push 
ing it With the handle #2, and either when at 
rest or during tra,Wel, and despite the fact that 
any. Or all of its SurfaceS may be relatiWely heaW 
ily loaded, the entire table is remarkably rigid and 
Well balanced against Wibration, upSetting or 
other insecurity heretofore usually associated 
With mobile or folding serwice tables of warious 
SOrtS. These mechanical adWantages result, as 
will now be Seen, from the relatiWely simple yet 
effectiWely interconnected aSSembly of crOSSed legs 
and COOperating elements, and also particularly 
from the arrangement of the fundahmental · Sup 
porting extremities of the legs I8, f9, 20, and 2I, 
With their substantially large Wheels dispOSed at 
least; about as far from the Wertical center line 
of the structure as the upper periphery of the 
latter. Ordinarily, moreower, the central tray 50 
may be expected to be loaded with relatiWely heaW 
ier objects than the upper pOrtioraS, Such aS. I'e- 
Serwe supplies, or , the like, thus further int3nSi 
fying the center of grawity of the structure at a 
relatively. low point and Well inside the area, de 
fined by the Supporting elementS 26 tO 29. In 
other Words, the center of graWity of the Structure 
and its general arrangement are Such aS tO prO 
wide · a, remarkably stable dewice, proof against 
wobbling or tipping, to a Wery desirable degree, 
The tray 40 may be remowed at any time for 

service purposes, without appreciably affecting 
the mechanical firmmeSS .. of the aSSembly, , and 
the · tray device 50 may likewise, if desired, be 
remowed from time to time without great impair 
rmerat of . the structural rigidity. 

| AS indicated hereinabove the dewice is alSO Such 
that it may be employed in other WayS, and Fig. 8 
illustrates an alternative manner in Which the 
main · table · and frame structure may be set up. 
Thus, for instance, where leSS extensive Serwing 
Operations are required, the collapsible frame 
work need . Orady be opened to "the intermediate 
extent shown in Fig. 3. and the top 3f dropped 
down. So that the notches .34, 35 (which are Sub 
Stantially raearer to the pivoted rOd 33) |lock over 
the dOwel .. 23. . With this · arrangermerat the tray 
mernbers 40, 50 may Ordinarily be dispensed withm 
as parts · of the assembled structure--although, 
of course, even without the Supporting inStru 
mentialities, they may be · Separately used aS Ser'W- 
ing trayS. Ht will be Seera that in the modified, 
less extended arrangement Of F'ig... 3, fully ade 
quate Structural rigidity is afforded, and the de 
wice prowides a, .. compact, .Single-tray Wagora ad 
mirably adapted for Serwing purpoSeS and equally 
Susceptible of being wheeled ', about, ; as · desired. 

In order to prevent accidental collapse of the 
la,Zy-tOrngs · framework doWnWardly, e. : g. into a 
horizontal position, when the device is being 
closed to or opened from its folded form of Hig. 2, 
a cord or other flexible connection, indicated by 
the dot " and dash lines 60 in Fig. 8, may .. extend 
between and depend below the rods - lT, 22. Ad 
wantageously the cord 60 should be Sufficiently 
long (but not longer than neceSSary) to permit 

' the initia1 opening of the legs somewhat further 
than as shown in Fig. 1 and So aS to alloW the 
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outer end of the top dewice 3I to paSS to the left 
0f, the rod 23. ~ ~ ~ 

Attention is particularly directed to the fact 
that in the preferred embodiment, ShoWn, the top 
dewice 3 and likewise the tray structure 560 (and 
also if desired the tray 40) are dimensioned and 
constructed to lie wholly within the Side frame 
Work formed by the crOSSed legS. In this manner, 
rigidity of the structure is promoted, the balance 
of the device is improved and the center of grav 
ity better located, While at the Same time, folding 
of the dewice to a compact vertical form, as shown 
in Fig. 2, is facilitated. That is to Say, the top 
element 3 · is " folded down wholly . within the 
collapSed frameWork and is actually held between 
the rods fT and 22; thus neither the top structure 
nor any other = part; iS Such that it must owerlie 
the collapsible leg elementS or is Such that it may 
extend or SWing free at awkWard angles from 
the folded assembly. 
SOrnewhat Similar advantages are attained by 

the preferred arrangement of the wheels 26 to 
29, inclusive, at the outer sides of the framework. 
Thus the wheels 28, 29 of the members 20, 2 are 
preferably Spaced from their · Supporting legS 20, 
2l, by WaShers or bushings, such as shown at 6 l 
in Fig. 1, So that when collapsed the Wheels readily 
owerlie the adjacent legs l4, [5; and the wheels 
26, 2 are similarly outwardly spaced to overlie 
the wheels 28, 29, as illustrated in Fig. 2. It will 
alSO be noted that parallel elements of the leg 
aSSembly at each Side are arranged in the same 
plane, e. g., the legs l4, l8 are disposed outside 
the legS 0, 20, thus enharacing the compactness 
to which the device may be folded, as · shown in 
Fig. 2. 
A further and important characteristic of the 

Structure, especially as embodied in the form 
ShoWn, is that itS folded or collapsed form is of 
a, Wertical nature. That is to say, instead of being 
folded doWn (or upwardly, as in raising the legs 
Of a card table) into a horizontal position, from 
Which it would have to be SWung up into the werti 
cal position more handy for storage, the structure 
iS Simply folded Sidewise and it immediately aS 
SumeS the most convenient storage position while 
at the Sa.ime time the wheels 26 to 29 all remain at; 
the loWer end of the dewice, thus continuing to 
Serve their function of mobility, and making it 
unneceSSary to rest any polished or other deco 
ratively finished surface of the structure on the 
floor. Other types of folding tables and trayS 
commonly have to be turned up on their side or 
other normally upper portions for folding and 
storage, with the prompt result of unsightly dirt, 
Scratches or other narred condition at , their 
edges, Sides or corners; but all of that is entirely 
obwiated in the illustrated dewice of the present 
invention. 
The conplete structure thus provides a, par 

ticularly handy and convenient piece of furniture, 
Serwing a, multiplicity of uses and adaptable for 
a wide wariety of occasionS yet at the Same time 
embodying the desirable features of mobility, 
collapsibility for storage, and complete sturdi 
neSS and rigidity in its expanded or opened form. 
Moreower, the apparatus may be made of rela 
tively inexpensive materials, e. g. wood, and With 
few or no operations requiring · any extended 
machine Work or Special Skill. 

It is to be understood that the inWention iS 
raot, limited to the specific apparatus herein illus 
trated or described, but may be embodied in other 
forms, Without departure from itS Spirit, 
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3 · 
I'claim: ~ ~ : , ... 3 ? 

1. A mobile folding table comprising a Spaced 
pair of parallel · laZy-tongs leg structureS · each 
including tWo 'croSSed Sets of legs, a top member 
piwoted at one end thereof. tO. an upper part of 
Said leg Structures and haWing a Width less thah 
the Space , betWeen the legS at . OppOSite Sides of 
the laZy-tongs structures so as to SWing between 
them, supporting means extending betWeen · Said 
leg structures at another upper part thereof, Said 
top member including means engageable With 
said supporting means, Whereby Said top member 
—may be SWung , into a Supported pOSition and 
hold the laZy-tongs · dewices in rigid condition, 
Supporting, memberS extending betWeen the leg 
structures. and respectiWely carried by legs of dif 
ferent; sets at .. points intermediate the top, and 
bottom of the said structures, a Shelf member 
displaceably adapted to be carried by Said Sup 
porting members and including means prevent 
ing ' mutual displacement, . of the Shelf member' 
and the leg Structures, and Wheels mounted at 
loWer extremities of at least four of Said leg 
Structures, said leg structures being adapted to 
fold lengthWise to prOWide a compact, Wertically 
extending, Structure adapted for mobility on the 
wheels and hawing the top member folded to lie 
between the cOllapsed legS. 

2. The table of claim it wherein the upper ex 
trernities of an Outer pair of legs extend SubStan 
tially beyond the location of the top member and 
which includes a member extending betWeen said 
last-mentioned pair of legs at their upper ends, 
to prOwide a handle for mowing the table on itS 
Wheels. ~ 

3. A mobile folding table comprising a Sup 
porting frameWork collapsible SideWise into wer 
tically extending condition and including four 
pairs of Spaced, parallel legs arranged in tWo SetS 
of Crossed pairs, and a plurality of transwerse 
rods disposed between the legs of each pair at 
the extremities of the legs ahd at the points of 
crossing, each of the setS being pivoted on a 
corresponding One of said rods at, the point of 
CrOSsing and the Sets being piWotally connected 
together to other of the rods, Wheels at the loWer 
part of the framework for mobile Support thereof 
both in collapsed and Open condition, a top mem 
ber adapted to lie betWeen the legs of the pairs 
and including means for displaceably engaging 
both Orae of the upper rodS at One end of the 
framework and an upper one of the rods to which 
the Sets of legs are piwotally connected together, 
the pairs of legs Which carry the first-mentioned 
One of Said upper rOds, hawing portionS extend 
ing abowe said top member and haWing a croSS 
piece between Said, extended portions, a, tray: " 
member 1'emoWably adapted for? Support by said 
framework to extend Ower arnd between Said Sec 
ond-mentioned upper rod and another upper rod 
at the opposite end of the frameWOrk, and a 
shelf member remowably adapted to Seat on the 
aforesaid rods at the · pointS of crOSSing of the 
sets of legs and to engage Said last-mentioned 
1rods against sidewise mutual displacement of said 
engaged rods and shelf member. 

4. A mobile table comprising croSSed pairs of 
Spaced, parallel legs collapsibly pivoted to each 
Other' and forming a, 1azy-tOngS SuppOrting Struc 
ture; wheels at the lower ends of SOne of Said 
legS; a, top-supporting .member extending be 
tWeen the upper ends of the legs of one pair; 
a, top member piWoted to the upper ends of the 
legs of another pair and haWing a Width less 

fé than the spacing between said pairs of legs and 



4 
So mounted and arranged as to SWing between 
.said pairs of legS, and haWing means for engag:- 
ing said top-supporting member When the · legs 
are in expanded position, to hold the legs in 
said positiora, said laZy-tongs Supporting struc 
ture being adapted for · collapse in a horizontal 
direction and When SO collapsed to include Said 
top member Within its confines in a depending 
position, and With the lazy-tongS structure 
standing 'Substantially Wertically on itS - Said 
WheelS. 

5. A mobile folding table comprising a, Sup 
porting frameWOrk collapsible in a horizontal di-- 
rection into a Wertically extending condition and 
including four pairs of Spaced, parallel legs ar 
ranged in tWo . Sets of crOSSed pairs; meanS piw 
otally conraecting together said tWo Sets.of crossed 
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pairs of legs; a, plurality of tranSVerse rods dis 
posed betWeen the members of each pair at the 
upper extremities thereof and at the points of 
CroSSing of the legS; a top member pivoted be 
tween a pair Of paralle1 legs, proximate the upper 
extrehnities thereOf and ehagaging one of Said rods 
disposed .betWeen the upper extremities of an 
other pair of Said legs When in OperatiWe pOSi 
ti0m, and haWing Such length as t0 extend doWn 
`Wardly and : betWeen the transwerSe rods at the 
pointS of croSSing of the legs When the frame 
work is · Collapsed in a horizontal direction and 
into a wertically extending condition; and wheels 
at the loWer part of the framework for nobile 
Support, thereOf, both in collapsed and Open po 
Sition. 
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