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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ROBERT C. CAWL, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

RULING DEVICE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 580,037, dated April 6, 1897.
Application filed September 24,1896, Serial No. 606,811, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT C. CAWL, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Ruling Devices, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part thereof, in which simi-
larnumeralsof reference indicate correspond-
ing parts wherever found throughout the sev-
eral views.

This invention relates to devices for ruling
ledgers, journals, and other books employed
inbookkeepingand forsimilar purposes; and
the object thereof is to provide an improved

- device whereby a short line or short parallel
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lines may be quickly and easily ruled on the
pages of such books where and whenever de-
sired.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawings form a part, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved rul-
ing device; Fig. 2, a plan view of the bottom
thereof; Fig. 3, a cross-section thereof; Fig.
4, & side view of a modified form of construec-
tion; Fig. 5, a cross-section, and Fig. 6 a lon-
gitudinal section on the line 6 6.

In the practice of my invention I provide an
oblong box or casing 5, the bottom of which
is provided at each side thereof with longi-
tudinal flanges 6, and said bottom is also pro-
vided with a longitudinal slot 7 adjacent to
one side thereof and midway between said
slot and the opposite side of the box or cas-
ing with another and similar longitudinal slot
8, which is wider than the slot 7.

Mounted inthe slot 7is a longitudinal plate
9, which is provided centrally with a shaft 10,
which extends upwardly through the top 11
of the box or casing, and said shaft is pro-
vided with a knob or head 12, and mounted
thereon between said knob or head and the
top of the box or casing is a spiral spring 13,
andmountedin theslot8are twosimilar plates
14 and 14*, which are arranged side by side
in said slot with the plates 14 on the inmer
side, and each of which is provided with a
shaft 15, which projects upwardly through
the top of the box or casing and is provided

with a kr_xob or head 16, and mounted on said ; vided with aninwardly-directed hub 28,which

shaft between the knobs or heads 16 thereof
and the top of the box or casing are spiral
springs 17.

The plates 9, 14, and 14* are provided with
edges by which the required ruling is made,
and the form and construction of the plates
14 and 14* and the edges thereof are such that
when said plates are both depressed at once
two parallel lines will be formed which are
close together, and when the plate 9 is de-
pressed a single line will be formed, and a
single line may be formed by either of the
plates 14 or 142, as will be readily understood.
In practice T also provide an ink-pad, and in
using my improved ruler the plates 9, 14, and
14* are depressed thereon, and whenever it
is desired to rule a page or to form a single
short line thereon or two parallel short lines
the device is placed on said pad and the plates
9, 14, and 14* are depressed, as may be re-
quired, and it will be understood that in the
normal position of said plates they are held
above the flanges 6 at the sides of the box or
casing and do not come in contact with the
surface on which said box or casing may be
placed.

In the constructlion shown in Figs. 4, 5, and
6 the box or casing 5 is provided with a han-
dle 20, and said box or casing is also prefer-
ably smaller than that shown in Figs. 1 to 3,
inclusive, and the bottom thereof is open, as
shown at 21, and mounted in said box or cas-
ing are the plates 9, 14, and 14~

The plates 14 and 14* are mounted adjacent
to each other or placed side by side, as here-
inbefore deseribed, and passing transversely
through the box and through said plates is
a screw-threaded shaft 22, and the plate 9 is
also screw-threaded, and the shaft 22 is pro-
vided with a milled head 23.

The plate 14 is provided centrally of its up-
per side with a vertical slot 24, through which
the shaft 22 passes, and said plate is rigidly
secured in the box or casing while the outer
plate 14* is provided with a large circular
opening 25, and the screw-threaded shaft 22
is provided with an extension 26, which is
not screw -threaded and which projects
through the side of the box or casing oppo-
site the milled head of said shaft, and mount-
ed thereon is a thumb-nut 27, which is pro-
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passes through the side of the box or casing
and which is provided at its inner end with
a circular head 29, which fits in the circular
opening 25, formed in the plate 14*, and the
extension 26 of the shafl 22 passes eccentric-
ally through said circular head 29.

By turning the shaft 22 by means of the
milled head 23 the plate 9 may be moved to-
ward or from the plate 14 and the space be-
tween the same may be thus increased or de-
creased asdesired, and by turning the thumb-
nut 27, which is held on the extension 26 of
the shaft 22 by a nut or bur 30, the outer
plate 14* may be raised or lowered.

The outer plate 14* is slightly narrower and
also slightly shorter than the plate 14, as
shown in dotted and full lines in Fig. 6, and
the object of making the plate 14* shorter and
narrower than the plate 14 is to provide
means whereby the said plate 14* may be
moved longitudinally by the eccentric-head
29 when said plate israised or lowered by the
shaft 22, and whenever it is desired to rule
two parallel lines close together and a third
line parallel therewith and at a preéedeter-
mined distance therefrom the outer plate 14*
is depressed by the thumb-nut 27 into the po-
sition shown in Fig. 5, and the shaft 22 is
turned so as to properly adjust the plate 9,
after which' the required lines may be ruled
as hereinbefore desecribed, and whenever the
two parallel lines formed by the plates 14 and
14* are not required the plate 14* may be
raised by turning the thumb-nut 27, as will
be readily understood, and in this case the
two full lines at any desired distance apart
may be ruled by the inner plate 14 and the
plate 9.

The main difference between this form of
construction and that shown in Figs. 1 to 3,
inclusive, consists of the fact that the plate
9 is adjusted toward or from the plates 14 and
147, and the outer plate 14® is capable of be-
ingraised or lowered while the inner plate 14

remainsstationary. Eitherform of construe-
tion is well adapted to accomplish the result
for which it is intended, and it will be appar-
ent that other changes in and modifieations
of the construction of the device which con-
stitutes the subject of this application may
be made without departing from the spirit of
my invention or sacrificing its advantages.

Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A ruling device comprising an oblong
boxoreasing, in which are mounted three par-
allel plates, two of whichare arranged side by
side, said plates being designed to project
through the bottom of the box or casing, and
one of the twoplates which are arranged side
by side, being vertically movable, substan-
tially as shown and described.
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2. A ruling device comprising an oblong -

box or easing, and provided with three lon-
gitudinal plates, which project through the
bottom thereof, and two of which are ar-
ranged close together, and one of said two
being secured in position, and the other be-
ing vertically movable,substantially asshown
and described.

3. A ruoling device comprising an oblong
box or casing, the bottom of which is open,
and in which are mounted three plates, two
of which are arranged close together, and the
other being adjustable toward or from said
two, and one of the two plates which are ar-
ranged close together, being vertically adjust-
able, substantially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subseribing witnesses,this 22d day
of September, 1896.

ROBERT C. CAWL.

Witnesses:
CHARLES S. ROGERS,
A C. VAN BLARGOM.
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