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This invention relates to improvements in 
display devices for jewelry and the like and has 
for its eSSential objects the proVision of a meanS 
for displaying objects in a manner more con 
spicuous and more pleasing than that afforded 
by the ordinary and conventional display devices 
such as used by merchants in counter and/or 
Window displays. 
My invention offers the further advantage of 

providing a device which is readily collapsible or 
capable of being disassembled so as to occupy a 
minimum of Space in packing and transporting 
and attains these ends in a Structure Which is 
eaSy to manipulate and Simple and inexpensive 
t0 COnStruct. 
My invention relates to display devices gen 

erally and it has more particular reference to 
means for holding a sheet of fabric or the like 
Whereby it can be effectively arranged as a cov 
ering material, the main object being to provide 
a Simple, cheap and compact device which may 
be conveniently utilized for the purposes speci 
fied. 

Broadly, the invention relates to a supporting 
and Sustaining means for Supporting and Sus 
taining a sheet of fabric material and more par 
ticularly it is directed to one characterized by 
the feature Of retaining Such Sheet With the de 
sired degree of tension relative to the Support 
member together With certain other features as 
Will be hereinafter pointed Out in this specifica 
tion. 
Another important object of the invention is 

to provide a device of the class described having 
a very simple and efficient construction, one 
Which is reliable in its use, inexpensive in its 
manufacture, Strong and durable, easy to manip 
ulate and well adapted for the purposes for which 
it is designed. 
Another objection to decorative or display de 

vices of the types now available to merchants is 
that they are relatively expensive and are of 
Such construction that it is dificult to obtain 
a Variety of effects therewith. 
By neans of the Structure of my invention, dis 

play devicesor component pieces thereof may be 
economically produced. Further, they have an 
adaptability for convenient and easy adjustment 
of the relative parts whereby a plurality of dif 
ferent configurations or effects can be obtained 
With a minimum number of diferent component 
pieces. Thus my invention teaches an improved 
display device and method of producing the same 
Which not only possesses all of the attributes of 
the old form of display device but also offers a 

5 

0 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

2 
structure wherein the cost of manufacture there 
Ofis materialy reduced. 
While the invention, for the sake of conven 

ience, is illustrated as embodying a rectangular 
Supporting member So as to produce rectangular 
shaped objects, it will be readily understood that 
the members may assume other desired shapes 
and it Will be further understood that the device 
may be employed for purposes other than for 
display purposes or may be embodied in combi 
nation with other mechanisms and/or structures 
aS Willoccur to those skilled in the art and there 
fore this invention finds a wide field of utility 
for other purposes than the specific ones herein 
diSCuSSed. 
This invention is further characterized by the, 

provision of a structure which may be produced 
in one of Several ways and therefore as this de-. 
Scription proceeds I will embody therein brief 
references to certain alternate preferred meth-. 
ods for making the device of this invention. 
With the foregoing objects in view, my inven-. 

tion consists essentially of a support member 
having side and end edges transversely slotted 
to receive the endedges of support covering ma 
terial adapted to be folded over the said support 
member, the same being so. arranged as to pro 
vide a means for grippingly engaging the sup 
port covering material and holding it in the de 
Sired covering position. M 

All of the above objects I accomplish by means 
of Such structure and relative arrangements of 
parts thereof, as will fully appearby a perusal of 
the description below and by various Specific fea 
tures which will be hereinafter set forth. 
To the above cited and other ends and with 

the foregoing and various other novel features 
and advantages and other objects of my inven 
tion as will become more readily apparent aS 
the description proceeds, my invention consists 
in certain novel features of construction and in 
the combination and arrangement of parts as 
Will be hereinafter more particularly pointed out 
in the claim hereunto annexed and more fully 
described and referred to in connection with the 
accompanying drawings wherein: v 

Fig. lis a perspective view of the Support men 
ber of the device of my invention; 
F8. 2 is an enlarged Sectional view of one side 

of the Support member of the device of my in 
Vention showing the cooperation of a fabric ma 
terial therewith; ' 

Fi8. 3 is a sectional elevational view of the 
Support member of the device showinga covering 
material associated therewith - - - - · - - - • • - - - - - - 



Fig. 4. is a perspective view of the display unit 
of the device of my invention in the assembled 
pOSitiOn and 

Fig. 5 is an end view of two of the Support 
members held in fixed relation for display pur 
pOSeS. 

Referring nawto thedrawingsmore in detail, 
the invention will. be fully described. |- 
The Support member 0 of my invention com 

prises a section of an expanded plastic material. 
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which may beof any desired dimensionsorshape 
depending on the particular purpose for Whichin 
tended and/or effect desiredito-beobtained, allas. 
will presently be observed. . . . . . -- 
The material used in the-support membér: may 

be an expanded plastic material composed of cel 

4 
the capacity of being readily punctured by a 
pick or tool Such as a knife, awl or the like. 
When, as will be presently observed, it is desired 
to pierce the member ) as by a pinor other sharp 
pointed object, the pin may be made to remain 
erect at any desired angle relative to the member 
0. . . - V 

In other words, the material-has the capability 
of being easily punctured by means of pointed 

- metal or wooden rod members, which are tubular 
or square or any other desired shape in cross 
section, and of retaining the same in any desired 

- position, relative thereto for any length of time. 
15 

as aforesaid, 
lular celulose acetate, polyvinylchlorjde, phenglic. . . 
resin, or polystyrene. 
These materials have each been introdueed into 

the market in recent years and have the im 
proved-propertiesso desirable, in the practice of 
my invention. 
Ani expanded polystyrene, for... example, has 

been announced Et is a Snow-White, non-pere 
meable, multicellular, foamed materialhaving. a 
buoyancy makingiteSpecially. Suitable for adver 
tising displays and novelties. Being. light: in 
weight, the cost of its shipmentis relatively small 
as compared with display:devices heretoforemade 
of wood, glass, or.metal. The material is - out 
standing in working.ability...thereby facilitating 
fabrication or. lay-up. Furthermore, if, desired, 
it can be successfully-bonded to - wood, metalor 
various other. materials as wellas to itself. Ad 
hesives and cements for such operations are-nu 
merous andreadily available. 

Cellular celulose acetate, on the other.hand, is 
a core. material produced by extrusion. Itisan 
oriented multicellular form of celulose acetate developed to promotestructural efficiency. 
The plastic material ina condition oflow.vis cosity is generally foamed, byl mechanicalagi 

tation with or: without foaming agents... When 
solidified, the foamed: mass - retainsits porous 
Structure. . - - r • v v 

Insome instances, the materialis expanded by 
the action of a blowing agent. Inother.cases, a 
gasis-dissolved:in the soft plastic mass under 
relatively high-pressure. Upon release of the 
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- The support member 10 is of substantially the 
shape in whichitis-illustrated in Fig. 1 although 

it Will be UnderStood that other 
shapescambeused with varying results, obviously 
depending wholly on the desideratum relative to 
effector appearance. 

For example, instead of a rectangular shape, 
the member, 3 could be square, triangular, heart, 
diamond shaped, all. as. may be, desired. Then 
too, the member. may bevaried asto its third di 
mension So as. to offer pyramids, cones and the. 
like. Also, theside, and endedges of the men 
ber, 0, instead of, presenting paralel flat, sur 
faces Which are atright, angles to the upper and 
lower faces as shown in Fig. 1, maybe beveled 
or inclined or even curved with-relation thereto. 
The. Support member: 0: is provided with a. 

transverse slotor groove. 12 upon each of its sides 
or, edges I which slotsare in horizontal planes 
and extend the entire length of each side. They 
are, connected to each other so asto providea, 
continuous slot around all of the sides. oredges 
of the, member. 8, substantially. . as. shown in 
Fig. 1. 
The slots are desirably of rectangularshape in 

transverse section with parallel upper and-lower 
surfaces, the width:: therebetween being deter 
mined wholly by the thickness of the-material to: 
be. receivablethereint0. 
The slots are easily provided merely by means 

of a knife, or similar sharp-tool and have only 
45 Such width: and depth as to make.it - possible to 

insert therein the edge ofa-piece-of-fabric or. 
like material whereby the same is held in a snug: 
manner, as will be-subsequently referred to. 
Inspeaking of a fabric material, it will beun 

pressure, the massis made poróus by the expand- 50. derstood that other materials suchas leather, 
ing gas. A subsequent 
the porous structure. 

Still: another methodofproducing thisma 
terial consists of incorporatinga soluble solidin 
the plastic material. After molding, this solidis 
leechedout by solvents. - v 
In stihl anothermethod of producing porous 

plastics, a fibrous or other bulky. constituentis 
mixed with a binding substance to produce a 

rdening process fixes paper or the like-having-yieldable characteristics 
can be substituted therefor with equally satis 
factory results. V 

In Fig.2, I have-shown-the ends of two pieces 
55 ofi fabricor the like 4 and 6-which have been 

tucked into the slot. 2 by - means of a knife or 
similar sharp-tool capable of being insertable 
into the slot. Soasto introduce the yieldablema 
terial thereinto so as to be retained therein as porous. product. The individual-thermoplastic 60 the toolis withdrawn. 

fibers are bonded together by: action of heator. 
solvents. . . 

Regardless of the procedure by whichthe,ex 
panded plasticis developed, the product is a plas 

The fabrichaving been inserted into the slot 
ffon one side of the member 9, the fabric isof 
Sulficient length: as to be then brought over 
around the Side and top-of the member 10 and 

tic material whichis currenty available in the 65 down, theoppositeside thereof to the slot ( 
form of boards several inches thick and varying 
in : lengths.and widths: - i - - 
A board of this. kind can be readily shaped by 

conventional. methodsinto any desired shape. 

therein Wherethe-fabric is againtucked so as to 
provide a tight fitting cover over the area of the 
support member between the respective slots. 
That-isto say, the yieldable materialis applied. 

The extreme.lightness of the material. make it. 70 to the Support member 10 as shown in Fig. 3 soas 
of greatinterestin the field of decoratiye window 
and counter displays. - 
Theimportantfeature of the expanded.plastic 

as applied tomyinýeiphis that 
punctürable o? rup 

to. extendacross the top thereofand downwardly 
O3 the 9ppositesides-and-ends thereofºto positions 
Where the free edges of the yieldable material 

bestucked into the respective slots and se 
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The fabric is pulled over the surface of the 
member O to the desired degree of tautneSS by 
means of controlling the depth to which the ma 
terial is inserted into the slot. By tucking the 
same tightly into the slots, it is possible to take 
up all of the slack. The fabric employed, of 
course, is of such dimension as to fit Snugly over 
the area, to be covered with only sufficient mate 
rial as to permit the tucking to be accomplished. 
The resilient nature of the Support member 

will cause the edges of the fabric to be held Within 
the SlotS. 
This gripping action is aided by the fact that 

when the slots are made into the plastic material, 
the edges of the slots so produced are roughened 
due to the very nature of the material. The 
roughened Surfaces of the slot permit an im 
proved gripping or holding action on the fabric. 

In Figs. 3 and 4, two pieces of fabric f4 and |6 
are shown as covering a Support member 10. 

If desired, in order to create unusual effects, 
diferent colors or types of covering material may 
be used to cover a single block so as to produce 
an unusual effect consisting of a block covered 
with yieldable material of contrasting colors. 

It will be further appreciated that the arrange 
ment of parts is Such that the entire Support 
member including the corners may be completely 
covered and that there need be mo projections of 
excess material on either the top or Sides of the 
support member which extend outwardly there 
from when the structure is in the assembled po 
sition. This feature is of great value im allow 
ing the device to be used in corners. 
As a further feature of my invention, a pair 

or even more of the Support members f0 may be 
covered as aforesaid. One or more connecting 
pins 20 are adapted to have their Outer free ends 
puncturable through the yieldable fabric mate 
rial and the Support member in a puncturing 
manner whereby two or more Support members 
are held relative to each other in any one of a 
myriad number of relative positions whereby is 
obtaineda, variety of displayeffects. 
The invention may be embodied in other spe 

cific forms without departing from the essential 
characteristics thereof. Hence, the present em 
bodiments are therefore to be considered in all 
respects merely as being illustrative and not as 
being restrictive, the scope of the invention be 
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ing indicated by the appended claim rather than 
by the foregoing description, and all modifica 
tions and variations as fall within the meaning 
and purview and range of equivalency of the 
appended claim are therefore intended to be 
embraced therein. 
What it is desired to clain and Secure by Let 

ters Patent of the United States is: 
As a new article of manufacture, a display 

device comprising in combination, a unitary rel 
atively rigid body formed from plastic material 
adapted to be impinged by implements, Said body 
having opposite and adja cent side portions pro 
vided with a continuous relatively narrow groove 
therearound extending inwardly of Said Side pot 
tions and providing opposed substantially rigid 
friction faces at opposite Sides of Said groove, 
covering members formed from flexible material 
covering Said body and disposed on the Sides 
of Said body with each of the adjacent marginal 
edges thereof in superposed relation in Said 
groove and frictionally engaged by the friction 
faces thereof throughout the entire length there 
of to hold said covering members from displace 
ment On Said body. 

SUART. S. JOSLYN. 
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