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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, HENRY MARTIN, a citi-
zen of the United States,residing in Lanecaster,
in the county of Lancaster and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Brick-Machines, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
that class of brick-machines in which the clay
is automatically compressed in the molds and
said molds automatically discharged fromthe
machine and the surplus clay struck there-
from. Heretofore the objection to this class
of machines has been that, although the sur-
plus clay has been struck from the molds as
they were discharged from the machine, the
clay remaining in the molds would puff or
swell up, giving that side of the brick some-
what of a convex shape, and leaving the sur-
faceuneven and irregular. The objeet of this
invention is to overcome that objeetion.

The invention consists in the construection
and combination of the variousparts as here-
inafter described, and then specifieally point-
ad out in the claims, and is an improvement
on a brick machine for which Letters Patent
Nos. 300,096 and 346,931 were issued to me, re-
igggtively, on June 10, 1884, and August 10,

I attain my object by the mechanism illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of the front of a brick machine, showing a
gate embodying my invention. Tig. 2 1is a
front view of the gate,and Fig. 3 a transverse
section of the same on line x—z, Fig. 2.

Similar letters indicate like parts through-
out the several views.

Referring to the details of the drawings, A-

indieates the front of a brick-machine; B, the
gate which opens and closes the opening there-
in through which the molds M are inserted
and discharged; and Cthe table that receives
the molds as they are discharged.

The lower portion of the front face of gate
B has a recess R formed therein, the upper
end of which forms a square shoulder o’ with
said face. In this recess islocated a blade D
made of rubber or other flexible non-metallic
material and fitting snugly therein. This
blade is held in place by a retaining-plate E,

having slots e’ therein, which engage serews
b, fixed in the front of the gate and on which
it is clamped by nuts e. Screws b also pass
through vertieal slots d’ in the upper edge of
the blade, so that by loosening nuts e the
blade and retaining-plate can be adj usted ver-
tically. The striking edge d? of the blade ex-
tends below the retaining plate,and when the
blade is lowered or raised said plate is low-
ered or raised with it, that it may reinforce
the striking edge and hold it to its work.
With rigid or metallic blades the clay is com-
pressed in the molds so that after passing the
gate said clay swells up above the sides of the
molds, thereby rendering that side of the
bricks rough and nneven and giving.them a
bulging shape. It is found that a flexible
blade, such as described, clears the niolds as
they pass beneath it without unduly com-
pressing the clay therein and that said clay
makes no after movement but remains level

with the tops of the molds. Atthesame time

the flexible blade makesa cleaner and smooth-
er cut than the rigid blade,and the struck-oft
sides of the bricks conform in outline with
the other sides thereof.

I do not limit myself to the use of a strik-
ing blade formed of rubber, as one made of
leather or other similar flexible non-metal-

Jic material will also accomplish the object

sought to be attained, althoughI prefer to use
rubber; neitherdo Irestrict myself tothe par-
ticular construction of the blade or the man-
ner of attaching the same to the gate.

My improvement involves a radical depart-

“ure in the construction and principle of op-
‘eration in the striking biades of brick ma-
_chines, the invention consisting, broadly, in

a striking blade formed of rubber or leather,
or any othersimilar flexible non-metallic sub-
stance or material.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

- 1. Inabrick-machine, the combination, with
the gate, of a flexible non-metallic blade, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.

- 9, Inabrick-machine,the combination, with
the gate, of a flexible non-metallic blade ad-
justabiy secured thereto, substantially as and
for the purpose specified.
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3. Inabrick-machine, the combination, with '
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a gate, of aretaining-plate secured tothe face
thereof, and a flexible non-metallic hlade held
in position on the gate by the retaining-plate,
substantially as and forthe purpose specified.

4. In abrick-machine,the combination,with
agate, of serew-bolts secured therein, a retain-
ing-platehavingopeningsengaging the screw-
bolts, nuts clamping the retaining-plate on
the screw-bolt, and a flexible non - metallic
blade secured to the gate by the retaining-
plate, substantially as and for the purpose
specified.

5. Inabrick-machine,the combination, with

510,077

a gate having a recess in the lower edge there-
of,of serew-bolts fixed therein, a flexible blade
located in the recess and having vertieal slots
embracing the screw-bolt, a retaining-plate
outside of the flexible blade having openings
therein engaging the screw-bolts, and nuts
clamping the retaining-plate on the serew-
bolts, substantially as and for the purpose

specified.
HENRY MARTIN.
Witnesses:
Wu. R. GERHART,
JACOB HHALBACH.
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