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ify invention relates to a counter set-up rack 
that is especially designed for use on lunch coun 
ters and the like for holding in proper position 
Sugar bowls, pepper and salt shakers, sauce bot 

5 tiles and the like and for also receiving and hold 
iag in convenient position menu cards or bills 
of fare. 
The principal objects of my invention are, to 

provide a rack of the class described that is rela 
50 &ively simple in construction, inexpensive of 

3 anufacture and Which may be conveniently ap 
pied to or removed from the counter and fur 
ther, to construct the rack and its attaching 
23 aeans so that Said rack may be easily and quick 

5 y removed from the counter in order to permit 
the latter to be washed, painted or finished. 
À fºröner object of my invention is, to provide 

a counter set-up rack which when properly posi 
tioned on the counter, is firmly retained thereon 

20 y readily releasable catches and which rack is 
coastructed so that there are no projecting parts 
što interfere with the free movements or catch the 
cotting of ge; SOAS Working behind the counter. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

2s any invention consists in certain novel features 
of construction and arrangements of parts that 
Will be hereinafter more fully described and 
claired and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing in which: 

Big. is a perspective view of a rack construct 
ed in accordance with any invention and showing 
the same in position on the rear edge of a 
counter. 

Eig. 2 is a rear elevational view of a portion 
is of the rack and showing one of the standards 

and the keeper that serves to support the stand 
ard on the counter. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken on the line 
3-3 of Fig. 2. 

st Fig. 4 is a horizontal section taken on the line 
sa-4 of Fig. 2. 

Referring by numerals to the accompanying 
drawing which illustrates a preferred embodi 
Enent of my invention, 8, 8 designate clips or 

a keepers preferably formed of sheet metal that 
are secured by screws or the like to the rear edge 
of the counter C. d 
The intermediate portions of these clips or 

Exeepers are offset or bent outwardly relative to 
the end portions so as to provide vertically dis 
posed sockets for the reception of the lower por 
tions of the posts or standards of the rack. 

Each post, or standard comprises a pair of 
anembers 10 and 11, preferably formed of narrow 

$ss strips of metal and the intermediate portion of 

3) 

(C. 312-140.4) 
member 10 is bent to provide a short horizontally 
disposed portion 12, that serves as a foot or 
shoulder to rest on the upper surface of the 
counter to which the rack is applied. 

Rigidly seated in the lower portion of member 60 
10, a short distance below the foot or shoulder 12, 
is the head of a rivet 13 that extends through the 
lower portion of member 11 and the latter is 
mounted so as to swing on said rivet in Order to 
facilitate the cleansing and polishing of the rack, 85. 
Interposed between those portions of the mem 

bers 10 and 1 that are connected by the rivet 
13, is the upper portion of a thin strip 14 of 
resilient metal preferably steel and the inter 
mediate portion of this strip is bent outwardly 0. 
to form a shoulder 15 which when the lower 
portions of the embers 0 and 11. are inserted 
in the clips or keepers 8, projects beneath said 
clip or keeper to hold the upright members firmly 
therein. 
This shoulder 5 and the lower portion of the 

atching member extend downwardly through a 
slot 16 that is formed in the lower portion of 
member 11 and a corresponding slot 17 is formed 
in the lower portion of member 10 in order to go 
permit the lower portion of the latching mern 
ber to be pressed rearwardly when the lower por 
tions of members 10 and are withdrawn from 
the clip or keeper. 
Secured to that portion of member 10 above the 85. 

foot or shoulder 2, preferably by means of rivets 
18, are horizontaily disposed spaced rails 19, pref 
erably of metal straps and the ends of the two 
Bower rails are curved away from member 10 so 
as to overlie the counter and partially enclose the go 
?????ys or bottles that are positioned against the 
T8CK. 
In order to provide firm and substantial joints 

between the upright members 10 and rails 19, the 
latter are slightly indented or offset as designated 95. 
by 20 at the points where the members 10 cross 
the rails 19, as illustrated in Fig. 4 and this ar- - 
rangement provides a very rigid structure that 
firmly holds the parts in assembled relation. 
The ends of the upper rail 19 terminate just 100 

beyond the upright members i0, as illustrated 
Fig. 1. . 
Positioned between the upright members 10 and 

11, are springs 21 of resilient metal, the upper 
portions of which are secured to members 10 by 
the rivets that connect said members to the up 
per ra 19. 
The intermediate portions of these springs are 

bent toward and normally engage directly 
against the intermediate portions of the members O. 

OS 

?? ? 



11, in Order to engage with pressure against the 
menu cards or bills of fare that are inserted be 
tween members 10 and 11, 

In Order to facilitate the placing Of the menu 
s Cards between the members 10 and 11, the upper 

ends of members 11 extend a short distance above 
the upper ends of members 10 and said upwardly 
extending ends are curved away from the mem 
bers 10 as illustrated in Fig. 3. : . 
When my improved rack constructed as de 

scribed, is applied to the counter, the lower por 
tions of members 10 and 11 are inserted down 

10 

Wardly through the clips or keepers 8 until the 
shoulders 12 rest on the upper surface of the 
counter and with the parts so positioned the 
shoulders 15 of the resilient latches project be 
neath the lower edges of the keepers, thereby 
firmly holding the rack in proper position on the 
Counter. 

Articles such as sugar bowls, salt and pepper 
shakers, sauce bottles and the like, are positioned 
against the rack between the curved ends of the 
lower-rails 19 and the menu cards or bills of fare 
are inserted between members 10 and 11 and 
yieldingly held in such position by the pressure 
Of the springs 21. 
. When properly positioned upon the counter, 
there are no portions of the rack that project a 
substantial distance beyond the rear edge of the 
Counter and therefore persons working behind the 
Counter may move freely, without danger of 
catching portions of their clothing on the rack. 

s 

In the event that it is desired to wash, Scrub, 
paint or finish the upper surface of the counter, 
the rack may be very easily and quickly removed 
from the counter by pressing the lower portions 
of the springs 14 inwardly until the shoulders 15 
On said springs are in position to pass upwardly 
through the clips or keepers 8. 
Thus when the rack is removed from the coun 

ter, the entire upper surface thereof is free to be 
Washed, polished or painted. 
An especially desirable feature of my invention 

resides in the arrangement and location of the 
rack supporting clips on the rear edge of the 
counter, for by such arrangement, the upper sur 
face of the counter is in no wise broken or marred 
by said fastening means or by the rack when prop 
erly positioned on the edge of the counter. 
Thus it will be seen that I have provided a 

counter set-up rack that is relatively simple in 
construction, inexpensive of manufacture and 
very effective in performing the functions for 
which it is intended. 

55 
size, form and construction of the various parts 
of my improved counter set-up rack may be made 
and substituted for those herein shown and de 

O 

It will be understood that minor changes in the 

1,988,187 
Scribed without departing from the spirit of my 
invention, the scope of which is set forth in the 
appended claims, 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a COWnter set-up rack, a pair of uprights, 

each comprising a pair of members, means for 
anchoring the lewer portions of said uprights to 
the edge of a counter, one member of each upright 
having a shoulder that rests on top of the counter, 
a spring arranged between the members of each 
upright and connected to one of said members 
and a series of horizontally disposed rails con 
nected to one member of each upright. 

2. In a counter set-up rack, a pair of uprights, 
each comprising a pair of members, the upper por 
tions of which are spaced apart, one member of 
each upright being hinged to the other member, 
nieans for anchoring the lower portions of said 
uprights to the edge of a counter, a spring ar 
ranged between the upper portions of the mem 
bers forming each upright and connected to one 
of Said members and a series of spaced horizon 
tally disposed rails connected to one member of 
each upright. " .. " . . . . 

3. The combination with a counter and a pair 
of clips secured to the edge thereof, of a counter 
set-up rack comprising a paid of uprights, each 
composed of two members, the lower portions of 
which are adapted to extend through the clips on 
the edge of the counter, atches carried by the 
lower portions of said uprights for engaging said 
clips to retain the uprights therein and a series 
of horizontally disposed rails secured to one mem 
ber of each of said uprights, 

'4. The combination with a counter and a pair of 
clips secured to the edge thereof, of a counter 
Set-up rack comprising a pair of uprights, each 
Composed of two members, the lower portions of 
which are adapted to extend through the clips. On 
the edge of the counter, latches. Carried by the 
lower portions of said uprights for engaging Said 
clips to retain the uprights therein, a series of 
horizontally disposed rails secured to one mem 
ber of each of said uprights and springs located 
between the upper portions of the members form 
ing each upright with the upper portion of each 
spring secured to one of said uprights. 

5. In a counter set-up rack, a pair of uprights, 
each comprising a pair of members, one member 
of each pair being hinged to the other member, 
One member of each pair having a shoulder that 
is adapted to rest on top of a counter, means for 
Securing the lower portions of said uprights to a 
counter and a series of horizontally disposed 
spaced rails secured to one-member of each up 
right. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

' BENJAMIN M. OSWELL. 
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