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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Epcar H. FREEMAN, a
citizen of the Upited States, residing at Tren-
ton, in the county of Mercer and State of New
Jersey, have invented cexl'fain new and use-
ful Improvements in Adjustable Casings for
Lamp-Sockets, of which the following is a
specification. - , -

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in electric lamp fittings.

- and more particularly to an improved snap
- casing or shell for the sockets of lamps of this
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character.

The invention has for its object the produc-
tion of a casing or shell provided with im-
proved means for detachably and adjustably-
uniting the cap with the body thereo% in sue

" manner that the slot, through which the cir-
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" elaims.

cuit controlling key protrudes, may be prop-,
erly positioned to make said key readily and
conveniently accessible irrespective of the
location of the socket casing with relation to
its support. ' I . :

A further oliject is to provide the body of
the shell or casing with s plurality of posi-
tioning slots and a single locking hole and to
provide the cap with uniform locking means
adapted to engage either of said slots.

1e invention will be hereinafter fully set
forth and particularly pointed out in the

In the accompanying drawings—Figure 1
is a side elevation illustrating my improved
socket casing incasing therein an ordinary
lamp socket. Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional
view on line 2—2, of Fig. 1, omitting the
socket. Fig. 3 is a perspective view with the
cap and body separated. .

ike characters of reference designate cor-
res]gonding parts.

Referring to the drawings, 10 designates
the body of my improved casing, the same
being of any suitable contour and usually
provided with the ordinary longitudinal slot
11 for the accommodation of the-lamp key
12. In order to render the wall of the casing
10 freely resilient adjacent the slot 11, the

‘metal may be slit as indicated at 13.

~_One edge portion of the body 10 is pro-
vided with a plurality of bayonet slots 14 and
with a single locking hole 15, the latter being
equidistant from transverse portions of the
adjacent bayonet slots and edge of slot 11
contiguous to the locking hole 15 and con-
stituting a tongue or lip that is preferably
bent slightly inward as indicated at 16.

Specification of Letters Patent.
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The cap 17 is provided with a flange 18
constructed to fit over one end of the body 10

-and is provided with a plurality of inwardly
extended equidistant lugs 19 corresponding

in number and position to the bayonet slots
14 and hole 15, combined: .

In practice the cap 17"is secured to. a
bracket or other support in the usual man-
ner, and the casing 10, carrying the usual
socket and plug, secured thereto. In order
to attach the body 10 to the cap 17 the bent
portion 16 and the longitudinally disposed
portions of the bayonet slots 14 are brought
opposite the lugs 19 and the said body
pushed into the cap. The body is ‘then
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turned slightly to the right to bring the lugs -

19 into the horizontal portions of slots 14,
whereupon the lug 19 that passes over the

<bent portion 16 will ride thereover, and snap
into. the locking hole 15, thus firmly locking -

the parts together. With this construction
therefore, it will be evident that when certain
of thelugs 19 are in position to enter the bay-
‘onet, slots, the other lug will be positioned
over the inwardly bent tongue or lip 16.
Therefore the body <can be pushed into the
cap without interference until the lugs 19 are
in line with the transverse portions of the
bayonet slots, inasmuch as the said lug will
sltp over the tongue or lip. A part turn will
carry the three lugs into sajd transverse por-

tions -of the bayonet slots while the fourth -
lug will be simultaneously moved into the

opening 15. The inturned -tongue or lip
therefore is an important feature, and its
particular location, being formed by the cor-
roduced by the slot 11. The
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particular relation of the parts therefore is =

such that there has to be no careful adjust-
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ment of the cap to the body. It can be ap-

plied indiscriminately and rotated, for just

as soon as three of thie lugs aline with the

bayonet slots, ‘the fourth comes over the
tongue and the two members slip into inter-
locking relation and they cannot incorrectly
interlock, for the lugs that. engage in the
bayonet slots prevent the remaining lug from
slipping into the key-receiving slot.

%)hen it is desired to, separate the body
from the cap, the wall adjacent the locking
hole 15 is pressed in, whereupon the body 10
may be turned to the left to disengage lugs
19 from said hole and the slots 14, the bent
portion 16 serving to minimize the resistance.
Should the key 12 not come into a conven-
ient or accessible position when the cap and

100

105

110



“shell.
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body are-first united, it is only necessary to
disengage. the. parts as just described, and
turnthe Body 10 to the desired position. In
this connection it will be noted that the Tugs
19 are of the same shape, the same size, and
equidistant, alfording practically a universal
relative adjustment between the" cap . and
: Tt will be further understood that the
range of this adjustment may be varied by

increasing or diminishing the number of bay-

onet slots 14, so long as the hole 15 is equally
spaced therefrom, the number of lugs 19 be-
ing also correspondingly varied. - .

. As above pointed out,one of the important
features of the invention resides in the in-
turned tongue or lip 16 in combination with

the single locking hgle 15 and a plurality of.

" locking lugs '18.  'As shown, these locking
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lugs are all of the same size and shape .and
are of such a form as to present abrupt shoul-

ders on opFosi‘t-e sides, thus providing for se-
- curely -lock

ing the cap against turning in
either divecticn after having besn once posi-
These abrupt - shouldered locking
lugs 19 glide over the lip 16 when the cap is

placgd over the shell. -
~Claims:— . . -
1. A casing for inecandescent lamps com-

prising a body provided with & }ilhu'a,lity of .
g

positioning slots opening through one end,
and o single locking hole, an edge pertion of
the body aiacentsaid hole being bent toform

a.yielding lip or tongue, and a cap provided
with s plurality of equidistant lugs having
abrupt ?o

and each arranged to engage in any of said

simultaneously entering the positioning slots
and passing over the lip or tongue into the
hole. - '

2. A casing for incandescernt lamps, com-

_Erising a body prévided with a plurality of

ayonet slots and a key-receiving slot epen-
ing through one end, and a single hole adja-

“cent said end and said key-recotving slot, the

corner of said body formed by said end and

cking shoulders on opposite sides:,

“positioning slots or'in said hole, and said lugs

40

key slot contiguous to said hole being bent -

inwardly forming a yielding tongue or lip,
and a cap provided with a flange con-

‘structed to fit over the slotted end of said ;

body, said cap being provided with a pla-
rality - of inwardly extending lugs. having
abrupt locking shoulders on opposite sides

-and each arranged to engage in any one of
_said _bayonet slots or in said hole, and said

lugs simultaneously entering the bayonet

slots and passing over the tongue or lip to a

position to engage in the hole,

- In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signaturein the presence of two witnesses.

S _ EDGAR H. FBEEMAN.
Witnesses:, e ,

Aprraips Heney,

Cuas. . Ropowirom,
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