
J E u r o p a i s c h e s   

Pa t en tamt  

European  Patent  Office  ©  Publication  number:  0  2 0 1   2 4 4  

Office  europeen  des  brevets  A 3  

12) EUROPEAN  PATENT  APPLICATION 

©Application  number:  86303096.1  ©  Int.  CI.3:  E  05  B  6 5 / 1 0  

©  Date  of  filing:  24.04.86 

©  Priority:  01.05.85  US  729198 

©  Date  of  publication  of  application: 
12.11.86  Bulletin  86/46 

@  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  search  report:  03.02.88 

©  Designated  Contracting  States: 
DE  FR  GB  IT  NL  SE 

©  Applicant:  EMHART  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
426  Colt  Highway 
Farmington  Connecticut  06032{US) 

(72)  Inventor:  Miller,  Theodore  H. 
118Clark  Street 
New  Britain  Connecticut  06051  (US) 

©  Representative:  Atkinson,  Eric  et  al, 
c/o  British  United  Shoe  Machinery  Limited  P.O.  Box  88 
Ross  Walk 
Belgrave  Leicester  LE4  5BX(GB) 

<  

CM 

O  
N  

©  Latching  device. 

©  A  latching  device  comprises  a  latch-bolt  assembly  (30) 
anchored  to  a  door  (10)  and  a  strike  assembly  (50)  mounted 
on  a  door  frame  (20).  The  latch-bolt  assembly  (30)  has  a  rigid 
base  plate  (31)  which  has  integral  projections  (34,36)  posi- 
tioned  at  each  side  of  a  latch-bolt  (32)  of  said  assembly  (30). 
The  strike  assembly  (50)  has  recesses  (54,56)  for  receiving 
said  projections  (34,36)  when  the  door  (10)  is  closed.  When 
the  device  is  subjected  to  a  major  force  such  as  in  a  fire  the 
projections  (34,36)  will  restrict  linear  extension  of  the  door 
frame  (20)  in  the  latching  region  of  the  device  by  engagement 
with  the  projections  (34,36),  the  walls  of  the  recesses  (54,56) 
thereby  preventing  excessive  strain  from  occurring  on  the 
latch-bolt  (32),  which  could  lead  to  disengagement  thereof 
from  the  strike  assembly  50.  Additionally,  the  projections 
(34,36)  limit  lateral  movement  of  the  strike  assembly  and 
door  frame  away  from  the  iatch-bolt  assembly  and  limit  in- 
ward  movement  of  the  strike  assembly  and  doorframe  there- 
towards. 
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