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5,323,991 
1. 

LANTERN HOLDER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates in general to lantern holders. In 

particular, the invention relates to devices for holding 
lanterns for people who are fishing at night. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Fishing at night is a very popular sport. Fish such as 10 

catfish, eels, sturgeon and carp have a well-developed 
sense of smell, and can be caught at night, as well as 
during the day. Other species, such as steelheads, blue 
fish, striped bass, and large mouth bass can also be 
caught at night, using still bait. Crappie and catfish are 
especially attracted to areas of water that are illumi 
nated. 

Night fishing requires a light, such as a lantern. The 
float, or the line itself, must be observed, so that the 
hook can be set when a bite occurs. Also, light is needed 20 
for baiting the hook, unhooking the fish, and other 
related tasks. Conventional lanterns, having a pivoting 
bail, may be hung from a tree branch or from a lantern 
holder. 

Prior art lantern holders generally include a hook on 25 
which the bail handle of the lantern can be hung. The 
lantern then hangs downward from the bail handle. 
When hung in such a manner, the lantern generally 
emits the majority of its light horizontally, rather than 
downward toward the water. It was desired to have a 30 
lantern holder that would hold the lantern at an angle, 
so that the lantern would emit its light downward 
toward the water. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 35 

The general object of the lantern holder of the inven 
tion is to hold a lantern at an angle, so that the lantern 
will shine downward toward the water. In general, this 
object is accomplished by a lantern holder having an 
extension arm extending from the upper end of a verti- 40 
cal rod. A bail hook on the end of the extension arm 
holds the bail handle of the lantern, and a lantern hook 
on the rod holds the bottom of the lantern. The lantern 
is thus held at an angle to the rod, so that the light shines 
downward toward the water. 45 
The lantern holder of the invention also has a pair of 

fishing rod holders, so that one or two fishing rods can 
be hung on the lantern holder. The lantern holder will 
thus hold a lantern and two fishing rods. 
The above, as well as additional objects, features, and 50 

advantages of the invention will become apparent in the 
following detailed description. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a side elevation of a lantern holder accord- 55 

ing to the invention. 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the lantern holder of 

the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 60 
EMBODIMENT 

The lantern holder 11 of the invention has a straight 
rod 13, about four feet long and made of galvanized 
steel or other suitable material. The lower end of the 
rod 13 is attached to a base 15, for supporting the rod 13 65 
in a vertical attitude. 
The base 15 may be simply a sharp end on the lower 

end of the rod 13, or a more complex arrangement. In 

2 
the preferred embodiment, the base 15 includes a planar 
plate 17 and four bent legs 19, extending outward and 
then downward from the lower end of the rod 13. The 
plate 17 provides a place to place a foot when pushing 
the base 15 into the ground. The bent legs 19 have sharp 
ends 21 to facilitate insertion into the ground. 
A one-foot-long extension arm 23 is connected to the 

rod 13, and extends horizontally away from the rod 13. 
The proximate end the extension arm 23 is connected to 
the upper end of the rod 13. 
A bail hook 25 is attached to the distal end of the 

extension arm 23. The pivoting bail 27 of a lantern 29 
can be placed over the extension arm 23 and the bail 
hook 25 will keep the bail 27 from slipping off of the 
extension arm 23. 
A lantern hook 31 is welded onto the rod 13 at a point 

about one and a half feet down from the upper end of 
the rod 13. The lantern hook 31 can hold the bottom of 
the lantern near the rod 13, as shown in the drawings. 
The longitudinal axis 33 of the lantern 29 is thus held at 
an angle that is not parallel to the rod 13. This causes the 
light of the lantern 29 to be directed downward away 
from the rod 13. 
The lantern holder 11 of the invention also has a 

fishing rod holder 35 attached to the rod 13. The fishing 
rod holder 35 is designed to hold a pair of fishing rods 
37, wherein each fishing rod 37 has a handle 39, as 
shown in FIG. 1. 
The fishing rod holder 37 includes two support mem 

bers 41 attached to the rod 13. The support members 41 
are collinear and the proximate ends of the support 
members 41 are connected to each other and to the rod 
13. The distal ends of the support members 41 are oppo 
site one another and the support members 41 are per 
pendicular to the extension arm 23. 
A fishing rod grip 43 is attached to the distal end of 

each support member 41. Each fishing rod grip 43 has a 
forward hook 45 for supporting the weight of the han 
dle 39, and a rearward hook 47 for holding down on the 
end of the handle 39. 
The lantern holder 11 of the invention has several 

advantages over the prior art. The lantern 29 is held at 
a angle, so that the light from the lantern 29 is pointed 
downward at the water. The lantern holder 11 is easy 
and inexpensive to manufacture and to use. Further, the 
lantern holder 11 of the invention includes pair of fish 
ing rod holders 35 for holding a pair of fishing rods 37. 
The invention has been described in only one embodi 

ment. It should be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that the invention is not so limited, but is susceptible to 
various changes and modifications without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A lantern holder for holding a lantern having a 

pivoting bail handle and a bottom, comprising: 
a rod, having an upper end and a lower end; 
an extension arm having a distal end and a proximate 
end attached to the upper end of the rod; 

a bail hook on the distal end of the extension arm for 
holding the bail handle of the lantern; 

a lantern hook on the rod for holding the bottom of 
the lantern, so that the longitudinal axis of the 
lantern is not parallel to the rod; and 

a fishing rod holder attached to the rod for holding a 
fishing rod in a plane parallel to the longitudinal 
axis of the lantern. 
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2. A lantern holder as recited in claim 1, further com 
prising a base on the lower end of the rod for holding 
the rod upright. 

3. A lantern holder as recited in claim 1, further com 
prising a base on the lower end of the rod for holding 
the rod upright, wherein the base includes a foot piece 
extending perpendicular to the rod. 

4. A lantern holder as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
angle between the rod and the longitudinal axis of the 
lantern is approximately 45. 

5. A lantern holder as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
extension arm is about four times as long as the rod is 
tall. 
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4. 
6. A lantern holder as recited in claim 1, wherein the 

rod is about four feet tall. 
7. A lantern holder as recited in claim 1, wherein the 

fishing rod holder further comprises: 
a support member having a distal end and a proximate 
end attached to the rod; and 

a fishing rod grip attached to the distal end of the 
support member. 

8. A lantern holder as recited in claim 7, wherein the 
fishing rod grip has a forward hook for supporting the 
weight of the fishing rod and a rearward hook for hold 
ing down on a handle on the fishing rod. 


