
Aug. 3, 1943. R, WILLARD 2,326,087 
DRAWER CCARESS OR 

Filed June 16, 1942 2 Sheets-Sheet l 

%.4%22E 
ATToRNEY 

  

  

  

  

  



Aug. 3, 1943. R. WILLARD 2,326,087 
DRAWER COMPRESSOR 

Filled June 16, 1942 2. Sheets-Sheet 2 

& Ž2N52 
N 

NNNNNNN, 
-----------R 

Sislesses o NSNSSNssy AS Y rolea-ur- Germal 

SN 

2 

SIN N N la 22zzis ( i SS 
NSSassassasses SS 

s 
Sc is & Sr. S 

24 Y y by 

-2To %6% ATOrNEY 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Patented Aug. 3, 1943 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,326,087 

2,326,087 

DRAWER COMPREssoR 
Rudolph Willard, Ridgewood, N.J. 
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4 Claims. (Cl 129-28) - 

My invention relates to an improvement in 
drawer compressors, and has for one of its objects 
the provision of a construction which is new and 
novel and which facilitates constructing the cabi 
net entirely in wood. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In the accompanying, drawings wherein I have 
illustrated one embodiment of my invention: "..., 

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of the completed 
cabinet; . . . . . is . . . 

Fig. 2 is a section taken substantially on the 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1; " . - ... " " - 

Fig. 3 is a section substantially on the line 3-3 
of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a view showing the drawer guides be 
fore assembly; . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 5 is a part sectional view showing details 
of the drawer compressor; ; : . . 

Fig. 6 is a view in section of the slide and guide 
3ecihanism at each side of the drawer; and 
Fig. 7 is a cross section of part of the drawer 

compressor. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Referring to the drawings in detail: 2 designates 

the sidewalls of the cabinet and 4 one of the 
drawers thereof. The drawer sides are desig 
inated 6, while the bottom of the drawer is desig 
nated 8. ..": . . . . 
Secured on the outside of the drawer to each 
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seen that the compressor comprises a rectangular 
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floating guides 18 are overlapped. In addition the 
upper guiding strips 24 are reduced in depth 
throughout part of their length, as shown at 33, 
to provide a shoulder 33 in the lower edge of each 
of these strips, these shoulders cooperating with 
a pin 34 at the rear end of each of the floating 
guides 8. This limits the outward movement of 
the floating guides with respect to the strips 28. 
The drawer compressor is shown in Figs. 2 and 

5. From these figures of the drawings it will be 

piece of wood 36 extending from sidewall to side 
wall of the drawer. Secured to the back of the 
member 36 at each end thereof are wooden blocks 
38. These blocks at their outer faces abut the 
sidewalls 6 of the drawer. On the outer face of 
each block, that is, the face adjacent the drawer 
sidewalls, I provide integral tongues (39. These 
tongues extend lengthwise of the blocks and 
lengthwise of the drawer, and are adapted to ride 
in grooves 42 provided for that purpose in the in 
ner face of each drawer sidewall 6. The tongues 
48 are provided for the purpose of properly guid 
ing the compressor 36 in its movement lengthwise 
of the drawer as the compressor is moved back 

... and forth in adjusting the same. The upper edge 

sidewall 6 thereof is an elongated wooden strip, 
ae, each of these wooden strips being provided 
throughout part of its upper edge with a longi 
tudinal groove 2. Each groove starts from the 
front of the strips and extends rearwardly to a 
point 4, as shown in Fig. 4, for example. 

30 

The strips just referred to are received by 
slots or grooves is extending lengthwise of fioat 
ing drawer carrying wooden guides 8 which are 
provided at each side of the drawer, these float 
ing guides resting upon Wooden strips 20 secured 
to the inside of the cabinet wall. The Wooden 
guides 8 which, as above noted, rest upon the 
wooden strips 23, carry the Weight of the drawer, 
and hence I in pregnate these guides with a lubri 
cant such as paraffin. A pin 22 is provided at the 
outer end of each of the grooves 6 of the floating 
guides 8, these pins extending into the grooves 
f2 in tie strips 8, thereby to limit the outward 
travel ci the strips 19 with respect to the floating 
guides. - .- 

Secured to the interior of the sidewalls of the 
cabinet 2 inInediately above the floating guides 
8 are Wooden upper guiding strips 25. The upper 
edge of each of the floating guides is cut back 
throughout its length, as shown at 26, and each 
of the strips 24 is cut back throughout part of its 
lower edge, as shown at 28, so that strips 24 and 
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of each of these grooves is straight and smooth 
and parallel to the long axis of the drawer. The 
bottom of each of these grooves, however, is 
notched, as sihown at 44. These are iocking 
notches or ratchets which cooperate with a dowel 
locking rod 46 extending across the drawer behind 
the compressor board 36, the ends of this rod 
passing through verticaily extending slots 48 in 
the blocks 38 and tongues 68 and into the groove 
42. The slots 8 are eiongated vertically of the 
blocks 38 and tongues 43 so as to permit the lock 
ing rod is to be raised out of the jocking notches 
44 when it is desired to shift the compressor 
lengthwise of the drawer in eitiher direction. This 
rod falls into place by gravity and while it has a 
positive locking action, nevertheless no springs are 
required for its operation...ihis is a real advan 
tage in a device of this character. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that I have 
provided a filing cabinet Which is of such con 
struction as to permit the Same to be made en 
tirely of Wood, without, however, sacrificing the 
strength necessary in an article of this nature. 
It will be seen, also, that my cabinet is extremely 
simple although rugged in its construction and 
that the drawers thereof, even when fully loaded, 
are Well supported So as readily to slide. It Will 
be seen, furthermore, that so far as the floating 
guide and the cooperating members shown in 

  

  

  



2 
Fig. 4 are concerned, they are so constructed that 
undue tipping of the drawer When the same is 
in full outward position is prevented, the nove 
ment of the member With respect to the foat 
ing guide 8 being limited to about half the 
length of member 0, while the guide 8 can 
only move for about half its length with respect 
to member 24. In other words, there is always 
a substantial overlap of these three members 
Sufficient to prevent tipping of the drawer even 
when the same is fully loaded. This substantial 
Overlap also provides a long bearing Surface so 
that the drawer may be opened and closed with 
the minimum effort. 

It is to be understood that changes may be 
made in the details of construction and arrange 
ment of parts herein described without depart 
ing from the Spirit and Scope of my invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a cabinet dra-Wer, a compressor board 

within the drawer, wooden blocks secured to the 
rear face of the compressor board adjacent each 
edge thereof, a tongue on the outer face of each 
of said blocks riding in grooves formed in the 
inner faces of the drawer sidewalls, whereby the 
Compressor board Will be held in upright position 
and may be moved along the drawer to vary the 
drawer's capacity, a locking bar extending trans 
Versely of the drawer, said bar passing through 
slots in said blocks and projecting into said 
grooves, the lower surface of each of said grooves 
being shouldered, and said bar being engageable 
with said shoulders, thereby to lock the com 
pressor board in adjusted position. - - 

2. In a cabinet drawer, a compressor board 
within the drawer, wooden blocks secured to one 
face of the compressor board adjacent the drawer 
sidewalls, a groove extending lengthwise of the 
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drawer in the inner face of each drawer sidewall, 
tongues carried by said blocks and extending 
into Said grooves Whereby the compressor board 
will be guided as it is moved lengthwise of the 
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drawer, a dowel rod extending crosswise of said 
board and through said blocks into the grooves 
in the drawer sidewalls, and locking notches in 
the lower surface of each of said grooves into 
which the rod is adapted to move by gravity 
thereby to lock the compressor board in adjusted 
position. 

3. In a cabinet, drawer, a compressor board 
Within the drawer, wooden blocks secured to the 
rear face of said board adjacent each edge there 
of, a tongue on the Outer face of each block and 
riding in a corresponding groove formed in the 
inner face of the adjacent drawer sidewall, a 
locking bar eXtending transversely of the drawer 
through vertically extending slots in said blocks 
and projecting into said grooves, locking shoul 
ders in the lower Surface of said grooves, said 
bar moving by gravity into engagement with 
opposed shoulders to lock the board against move 
ment rearwardly of the draWer, the slots in said 
blocks being sufficiently long to permit the rod to 
be manually lifted out of engagement With said 
locking shoulders to permit shifting of the Com 
preSSOr board. 

4. In a cabinet drawer, a compressor board 
within the drawer, wooden blocks secured to the 
rear face of the compressor board adjacent each 
edge thereof, a tongue on the outer face of each 
of said blockS riding in grooves formed in the 
inner faces of the drawer sideWalls to hold the 
board upright While permitting it to move length 
wise of the drawer to vary the capacity of the 
drawer, and means for locking the Compressor 
board in adjusted position, said locking means 
comprising a dowel rod attached to and extend 
ing. CrOSSWise Of the compressor board through 
slots in said blocks and tongues and into said 
grooves, and shoulders. On one face of the grooves 
in said drawer Sidewalls selectively engageable 
by the projecting ends of the dowel rod to lock 
the compressor board in adjusted position. 

RUDOLPH WILLARD. 


