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1 Claim. (Cl. 2-3) 

This invention pertains to new and useful improve 
ments in children's hats. It has for its general object 
the provision for a small child of a hat that may be 
used equally for dress wear as well as for protection 
of the child's head against injury due to falls and bumps. 

It is well known that many lasting ills are due to 
head injuries occurring in childhood, particularly during 
the tender years of the toddler to the five year old. It 
is in these early years that the child's head is particu 
larly susceptible to injury. It is during this period when 
the child is prone to falls, bumps' and the like in learn 
ing to walk, when playing, with . other children and 
through the carelessness of others. .. 
A strong need is felt for protecting the head of the 

small child against such dangers in the form of a head 
covering, such as a hat. However, it is desired that the 
head covering be more than a mere protective article. 
It is desired that it have an attractive look so as to avoid 
the appearance of a medical appliance. Such a hat 
should also be of a light and comfortable nature, so that 
there will be no objection by the child to wearing it. 
Now, I have designed a form of safety hat that may 

be worn by the small and tender child. It is a hat which 
not only affords a safe protection against head injuries 
arising out of various impacts, but which also provides 
an ornamental and attractive appearance, suitable for 
dress wear. 
An object of the invention is, therefore, the provision 

of a child's hat that affords adequate protection against 
injury to the head and is also suitable for dress wear. 
A further object of the invention is an improved hat 

for protecting a small child's head against injury. 
A still further object of the invention is a simple 

and attractive hat of a light nature, particularly suited 
for dress wear as well as for protecting a small child's 
head against the impact of falls, bumps, and the like. 
The invention further lies in the particular structural 

arrangement of the hat and in the relative association 
of its various components to one another. 
The foregoing objects and advantages of this inven 

tion, as well as others, together with the particular nature 
of the hat, may be readily gathered from the further 
description below when read in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings. 

In the drawings, wherein a child's hat embodying the 
invention is disclosed: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view thereof with a part 
of a covering cap thereon cut away; 

Fig. 2 is a cross section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; and, 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view, but with the covering cap 

removed. 
In describing the invention in further detail, refer 

ence is directed to the drawings, wherein there is shown 
a hat comprising a protective section, generally indi 
cated 1, adapted to fit upon a child's head and provided 
with a covering cap 2 and suitable fastening means 3. 
The protective section includes a framework formed 

of a continuous broad band 4 of fabric cloth, preferably 
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2. 
elastic cloth, and a pair of cross straps 5 of similar 
material. The latter bridge: the band as an arc at right 
angles to one another and have their ends. 6 secured to 
opposite points on the band. The band is adapted to fit 
around the head of a child, while the cross straps are 
adapted to bridge the crown thereof. 

Secured to the outer surface of the band and cross 
straps of the framework are a plurality of cushion ele 
ments, generally; designated 7...Each cushion element 
comprises a block of resilient-material 8, such as foam 
rubber, encased in a suitable scovering 9 of lightweight 
cloth. Each cushion is removably secured to the frame 
work by fastening elements, such as snappers 10, the 
male elements 11 of which are secured to the cushion 
and the female elements of which are secured to the 
framework. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The elements 7 serve: to cushion the child's head 

against injury due to falls, bumps, and the like. The 
cushions are arranged about the framework in such man 
ner as to fully cover the latter. To this end, a pair of 
cushions, designated: 11, cover each of the cross straps. 
Each cushion 11 extends from the bottom-edge of the 
band 4 and extends up and over the related cross strap 
to the center thereof, where it meets the cushion 11 
covering the other half of the cross-strap. The top cen 
ter of the framework, where the cross straps pass over 
each other at: right angles, is covered by a triangular 
end 12 of each cushion 11. The points of the triangular 
portions meet at the center of the framework, and the 
angular sides 13 thereof are in adjacent abutment to each 
other. 
The space on the continuous band extending between 

the lower sides of each cross cushion 11 is covered by 
a cushion 14, the ends of which abut against the sides. 
of the adjacent cushions 11. 
The framework, as covered by the several cushions, is 

adapted to fit upon a child's head, and obviously may 
be made in various sizes. The elastic fabric of the 
framework permits the component parts thereof to 
stretch closely over the crown and around the head, 
whereby the cushion elements are caused to conform 
with the shape of the head and to afford a proper pro 
tection thereof against impact. 
The several elements of the framework and the cush 

ions are desirably about an inch in width, and the fabric 
covering of the cushion elements is of lightweight cloth. 
This arrangement of the framework provides a suitable 
covering protection for the small child's head. The 
lightweight of the various elements of the article enables 
the hat to be comfortably worn. The strategic arrange 
ment of the cushion elements 7 about the band 4 and 
the cross straps 5 provides a maximum of protection 
against impact about the head and crown thereof with 
a minimum of parts. By having the ends of the several 
cushions abut one another, as here about the band and 
at the center of the crown, also provides complete pro 
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tection in the vital areas of the head. 
The removable feature of the several cushion elements, 

due to the snapper elements 10, permits ready manufac 
ture and assembly of the hat as well as economy of 
manufacture, among other advantages. 
As previously stated, the hat is also designed for dress 

wear. This is aided by the unique and novel arrange 
ment of the various elements thereof, as well as by a 
covering cap 2. The latter covers the cushioned frame 
work, and may, for appearance be provided in different 
and fanciful colors. The cap is removable, so that the 
cushioned framework may itself be worn as a dress head 
ornament, at the same time serving as a protective device. 
To this end, the cushioned elements may also be made 
in different and fanciful colors, and when so made they 
provide an attractive and dressy appearance. The re 
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movable feature of the cushions also lends itself to fur 
ther aiding the dress appearance of the cushioned frame 
work, in that it allows for a plurality of cushions and 
each may be provided in a different color so as to make 
a colorful and attractive combination. 

Fastening means, such as the chin strap 3, is provided 
for holding the hat to the child's head. One end of the 
strap 3 is secured at 15 to a flap 16 attached to the 
lower edge of the band 4. The other end of the strap 
engages with a buckle 17 that attaches to another flap 
18 secured to the band at the other side. 
While I have described and illustrated my invention 

as above, it is my intent, however to claim the inven 
tion not only as shown and described, but also in all 
such forms and modifications thereof as may be reason 
ably construed to be within the spirit of the invention 
and the scope of the appended claim. 

I claim: 
A combined dress and protective hat for a child, com 

prising a framework of elastic fabric cloth adapted to : 
fit upon the head of a child in conformity with the shape 
thereof, the framework comprising a continuous band 
adapted to encircle the head and a pair of arcuate straps 
crossing one another at right angles and bridging oppo 
site points of the band, the arcuate straps serving to 
bridge the crown of the head, a pair of contiguous cush 
ion elements covering each arcuate strap, the cushion 
elements being of the same width as the straps and each 
cushion element extending from the lower edge of the 
continuous band to the center of the crossing straps and 3 
each cushion element having a pointed end the angular 
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sides of which abut complementary sides of the pointed 
ends of the cushion elements of the other cross strap, 
whereby the central crown area of a child's head is 
cushioned, and further cushion elements each of a width 
equal to that of the continuous band and each covering 
the latter over a separate space from a side of a cushion 
element covering one cross strap to the side of a cush 
ion element covering the next adjacent cross strap, each 
of the several mentioned cushion elements being formed 
of foam rubber encased in a fabric covering, and each 
of the several cushion elements being detachably secured 
to the framework, a cap removably covering the cush 
ioned framework to provide a dress appearance, and a 
chin strap for holding the hat to a child's head for pro 
tection of the latter. 
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