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DECK FLASHING TRIM SYSTEM 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This is a continuation application of U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 12/204,424 filed Sep. 4, 2008, now 
issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,941.989, which claims priority to 
U.S. Provisional Application 60/967,251, filed on Sep. 4, 
2007, the contents of all of which are hereby incorporated 
herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 This invention relates generally to the field of con 
struction and more specifically to the area of deck construc 
tion. More particularly, the present invention relates to a deck 
flashing trim system. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003 Deck construction is continually evolving and mate 
rials and methods are continually changing. Current residen 
tial and commercial applications often involve using compos 
ite materials for the decking Surface, skirt boards, railings, 
and other areas of a deck. These composite materials are used 
in exposed areas for their aesthetic appeal but also because of 
their alleged maintenance free characteristics. However, 
composite materials are subject to expansion and contraction 
due to changes in temperature, which can cause multiple 
issues with the maintenance of the decking and the framing it 
is attached to. 
0004 Deck construction methods naturally create mul 

tiple seams across the Surface of the deck as well as gaps to 
allow for drainage. Debris can become trapped in between the 
composite materials in these seams and gaps. As the compos 
ite materials expand and contract, the debris can be com 
pressed against adjacent Surfaces causing unintended shifting 
and movement. In a particular instance, where a skirt board at 
the edge of a deck extends up along the edge of the deck 
Surface, the lateral expansion of the decking can simply push 
the skirt board away from the deck. This unintended shifting 
and movement can cause members of the deck to become 
unseated or even loose leading to Squeaking and further intru 
sion of debris and worse yet, moisture. 
0005. In many cases, decks are supported off of a ledger 
board attached to the exterior face of a building. In recent 
years, increasing numbers of deck failures have occurred due 
to moisture intrusion in and around these ledger boards. 
Moreover, moisture intrusion generally has become an 
increasing concern in building construction. 
0006. There is a need in the art for a device or system 
capable of both accommodating the expansion and contrac 
tion issues of composite decking materials as well as prevent 
ing the intrusion of debris and moisture. Additionally, there is 
a need for this device or system to remain consistent with the 
aesthetic appeal of the deck to which it is applied. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0007. In one embodiment, an article of flashing for a deck 
includes a channel with a back leg, a first side leg, and a 
second side leg, and the flashing further includes an attach 
ment flange fixedly connected to the channel, where the chan 
nel is adapted to receive decking. In another embodiment, the 
flashing further includes a skirt flange fixedly connected to 
the channel at the intersection of the back leg and the second 
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side leg. In yet another embodiment, the flashing includes a 
drip edge fixedly connected to a free edge of the skirt flange. 
In still another embodiment, the flashing includes a siding 
flange fixedly connected to the channel at the intersection of 
the back leg and the second side leg. 
0008. In another embodiment, a deck flashing system 
includes a deck with a surface and at least one edge, decking 
forming the Surface of the deck, and flashing extending along 
the at least one edge, the flashing having a channel adapted to 
receive the decking. 
0009. In another embodiment, a method of trimming a 
deck is provided including erecting deck framing, installing 
decking on the framing, and installing flashing on at least one 
edge of the deck or the entire perimeter of the deck. In another 
embodiment, the flashing has a channel adapted to receive 
decking. In still another embodiment, the method includes 
providing a gap between the decking and the back leg of the 
channel to accommodate expansion and contraction of the 
decking. 
0010 While the present disclosure is directed toward deck 
construction, further areas of applicability will become 
apparent from the description provided herein. It should be 
understood that the description and specific examples are 
intended for purposes of illustration only and are not intended 
to limit the scope of the present disclosure. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0011. The forgoing features, objects, and advantages of 
the invention will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
from the following detailed description, especially when con 
sidered in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in 
which like numerals in the several views refer to the corre 
sponding parts: 
0012 FIG. 1A depicts a cross-section view of an article of 
flashing, according to certain embodiments. 
(0013 FIG. 1B depicts the embodiment of FIG. 1A in place 
along a perimeter edge of a deck. 
0014 FIG. 2A depicts a cross-section view of an article of 
flashing, according to certain embodiments. 
(0015 FIG.2B depicts the embodiment of FIG. 2A in place 
along a perimeter edge of a deck. 
0016 FIG. 3A depicts a cross-section view of an article of 
flashing, according to certain embodiments. 
(0017 FIG.3B depicts the embodiment of FIG.3A in place 
along a perimeter edge of a deck with a skirt board. 
(0018 FIG.3C depicts the embodiment of FIG.3A in place 
along an interior seam of a deck. 
0019 FIG. 4A depicts a cross-section view of an article of 
flashing, according to certain embodiments. 
(0020 FIG. 4B depicts the embodiment of FIG. 4A, in 
place along a perimeter edge of a deck with a skirt board. 
0021 FIG. 4C depicts a cross-section view of an article of 
flashing according to certain embodiments, in place along a 
perimeter edge of a deck with a skirt board. 
0022 FIG. 4D depicts a cross-section view of an article of 
flashing according to certain embodiments, in place along a 
perimeter edge of a deck with a skirt board. 
0023 FIG. 5A depicts a cross-section view of an article of 
flashing, according to certain embodiments. 
(0024 FIG. 5B depicts the embodiment of FIG. 5A, in 
place along a perimeter edge of a deck with a skirt board. 
0025 FIG. 6A depicts a cross-section view of an article of 
flashing, according to certain embodiments. 
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0026 FIG. 6B depicts the embodiment of FIG. 6A, in 
place along a building abutting perimeter edge of a deck. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0027. The following description relates to perimeter and 
internal flashing for decks. Decks may include any con 
structed Surface, which may be level or slightly sloped, and 
may be used for support. This may include, but is not limited 
to decks on homes or buildings, docks, piers, gazebos, 
porches, boardwalks, and the like and may further be in an 
exterior or interior condition. The flashing may consist of 
continuous strips of material in the shape of a channel, sized 
and configured to receive decking and to accommodate 
expansion and contraction of the decking. The flashing may 
also be further shaped to fit along the perimeter edges of a 
deck including an edge along a building to which a deck may 
be attached. The flashing may be applied to cover seams and 
gaps and prevent moisture and debris from entering the seams 
and gaps. For example, a skirt or fascia board is often placed 
against the vertical face of the edge joists and rim joists of a 
deck. The skirt board often extends up along side the edge of 
the Surface decking creating a continuous seam around the 
perimeter of the deck. The flashing may be applied to cover 
over the top of this seam and prevent moisture from entering 
and getting trapped between the skirt board and the joist to 
which it is attached. 
0028. The following description relates to various ele 
ments of flashing in various orientations and combinations. 
The elements described may include, interalia, a channel, an 
attachment flange, a skirt flange, a drip edge, and a siding 
flange. As each of these elements are encountered in the 
included embodiments, they will be described in detail. 
0029 Referring now to FIG. 1A, a cross section view of 
one embodiment of flashing 100 is shown. This embodiment 
includes a channel 11 and an attachment flange 18. The chan 
nel 11 shown includes a back leg 14 and two side legs 12, 16. 
The channel 11 is shown in a horizontal orientation and the 
attachment flange 18 is also shown in a horizontal orientation, 
extending from one of the two side legs 12, 16 of the channel 
11. 
0030. As mentioned, the channel 11 includes a back leg 14 
and two side legs 12, 16. Each of the back leg 14 and two side 
legs 12, 16 may comprise a generally flat piece of material. 
Alternatively, the back leg 14 and two side legs 12, 16 may be 
corrugated, wavy, or otherwise have a non-flat shape. The two 
side legs 12, 16 may be fixedly connected to opposite ends of 
the back leg 14 and may further extend from the back leg 14 
in generally the same direction. The two side legs 12, 16 may 
also be generally parallel to each other. In the present embodi 
ment, the back leg 14 intersects with each side leg 12, 16 at an 
angle Substantially equal to ninety degrees. 
0031. The height 20 of the channel 11 may be adapted to 
receive decking. This height 20 may vary from about 4" to 
about 8" depending on the decking thickness. Alternatively, 
the height 20 may be established to accommodate most deck 
ing and may more particularly be approximately 3/4" to 1 3/4". 
0032. The depth 22 of the channel 11 may be adapted to 
receive decking. This depth 22, as measured from back leg 14 
to the outer edge 24 of the shorter of the two side legs 12, 16 
may vary from about 3/4" to about 8" depending on several 
factors. The depth 22 of the channel 11 may be increased, for 
example, where the decking length is uncertain or where a wet 
condition exists requiring extended overlap. Preferably, the 
depth 22 of the channel 11 is approximately 1". 
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0033. The attachment flange 18, as shown in FIG. 1, may 
be fixedly connected to one end of one of the side legs 12, 16. 
The present embodiment shows the attachment flange 18 in a 
horizontal orientation intersecting with the side leg 16 on the 
bottom of the channel 11 at an angle Substantially equal to 
Zero degrees. 
0034. The attachment flange 18 may be a generally flat 
piece of material or may be corrugated, wavy, or otherwise 
have a non-flat shape. As shown in later embodiments, the 
attachment flange 18 may be oriented vertically or at any 
angle and may intersect with a side leg 12, 16 at any angle. 
The attachment flange 18 may have a gritty or toothed surface 
to resist displacement and Supplement anchorage provided by 
fasteners. 

0035. An embodiment of FIG. 1A is shown in use in FIG. 
1B. As shown, the flashing 100 may be applied to the top 
Surface 26 of an edge joist or rim joist 28. In many cases this 
edge or rim joist 28 may be a double member or multiple 
member for Support of railing posts or future wall Support. It 
is noted that the edge joists or rim joist could be any member 
of a deck including stair stringers and the like where a seam or 
edge is to be flashed. The channel 11 of the flashing 100 may 
be in place prior to the decking 30 and may be adapted to 
receive the decking 30. As shown, the height 20 of the channel 
11 may be equal to or slightly greater than the decking thick 
ness 32. As also shown, the decking material 30 may be cut to 
fit into the channel 11 and stop slightly short of the back leg 14 
of the channel. The created gap 34 allows for the expansion 
and contraction of the decking 30. The depth 22 of the channel 
11 may be equal to the width 36 of the created gap 34 plus a 
certain amount of overlap 38 of the channel 11 with the 
decking 30. The width 36 of the created gap 34 may range 
from 0" to 4" and is preferably about a /4" gap. 
0036. The embodiment shown in FIG. 1B may be used to 
cover an edge, multiple edges, or the entire perimeter of a 
deck to cap over the outer edge. Additionally, it may be 
appropriate for use along a rim joist 28 of a deck where 
interior deck joists are intermittently framing into the inside 
face of the rim joist 28. These intermittently framing joists 
may cause interference with a vertically oriented attachment 
flange 18 making the horizontally oriented attachment flange 
18 shown here more effective. 
0037. The flashing 100 may be attached to the top surface 
26 of the rim or edge joist 28 with appropriate fasteners 40 
placed through the attachment flange 18. Preferably, the fas 
teners are located in non-visible area so as to not detract from 
the clean looking edge. These fasteners 40 may be galvanized 
siding nails or screws or other fasteners known in the art. 
Alternatively, the attachment flange 18 may include teeth for 
attachment to the Support structure. These teeth may be simi 
lar to those provided on a truss plate and may be provided 
continuously along the attachment flange 18 or may be in the 
form of distinct isolated patterns spaced along the length of 
the attachment flange 18. In this embodiment, the flashing 
may be attached by pressing the teeth of the attachment flange 
18 into the support structure. This may be done with a ham 
mer or with other mechanical pressing means. 
0038 Referring now to FIG. 2A, a cross section view of 
another embodiment of flashing 200 is shown. This embodi 
ment, like that shown in FIG. 1A, includes a channel 11 and 
an attachment flange 18. The channel 11, and attachment 
flange 18 elements of this embodiment may be the same or 
similar to those described with respect to FIG. 1A. However, 
in contrast to that shown in FIG. 1A, the attachment flange 18 
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here is oriented vertically and intersects with the side leg 16 
on the bottom of the channel 11 at an angle Substantially equal 
to ninety degrees and extends in a direction away from the 
channel 11. 

0039. An embodiment of FIG. 2A is shown in use in FIG. 
2B. As shown, the flashing 200 may be applied to the top 26 
and interior Surface 42 of an edge joist or rim joist 28. As 
mentioned with respect to FIG. 1B, this edge or rim joist 28 
may be a single or multiple member. Where it is only a single 
member, the horizontal surface available for attachment of 
the flashing 200 is minimized and the vertically oriented 
attachment flange 18 allows for the flashing 200 to be secured. 
As with FIG. 1 B, the channel 11 of the flashing 200 may be 
in place prior to the decking 30 and may be adapted to receive 
the decking 30. As shown, the height 20 of the channel may be 
equal to or slightly greater than the decking thickness 32 and 
the decking material may be cut to fit into the channel 11 and 
stop slightly short of the back leg 14 of the channel 11. The 
created gap 34 allows for the expansion and contraction of the 
decking 30 and the depth 22 of the channel 11 may be deter 
mined by adding the desired gap 36 to the desired amount of 
overlap 38. The flashing 11 may be attached to the interior 
surface 42 of the rim or edge joist 28 with appropriate fasten 
ers 40 placed through the attachment flange 18. 
0040. Referring now to FIG. 3A, a cross section view of 
another embodiment offlashing 300 is shown. In this embodi 
ment, the flashing 300 includes, as in the previous embodi 
ments, a channel 11 and an attachment flange 18. The channel 
11 and attachment flange 18 elements of this embodiment 
may be the same or similar to those described with respect to 
FIG. 1A or 2A. In the embodiment shown, they are most 
similar to that shown in FIG. 2A. However, in contrast to 
FIGS. 1A and 2A, the present embodiment includes a skirt 
flange 44. The skirt flange 44 is shown extending away from 
the channel 11 at the intersection of the top side leg 12 and the 
back leg 14 of the channel 11. 
0041. The skirt flange 44 may be a generally flat piece of 
material and may be oriented horizontally. The skirt flange 
may range from /32" in length up to approximately 8". Pref 
erably, the skirt flange is approximately 3/4". 
0.042 An embodiment of FIG. 3A is shown in use in FIG. 
3B. As shown, the flashing 300 may be applied to the top 26 
and interior Surface 42 of an edge joist or rim joist 28. That is, 
the attachment flange 18 may be positioned along the inside 
face 42 of the rim or edge joist 28 and the channel 11 may be 
positioned to rest on the top 26 of the joist 28. This position 
allows the skirt flange 44 to extend laterally away from the 
joist 28 to accommodate a skirt board 46 by extending over 
the skirt boards top edge 48 as shown. As with previous 
embodiments, the channel 11 of the flashing 300 may be in 
place prior to the decking 30 and may be adapted to receive 
the decking 30 and the flashing 300 may be attached to the rim 
or edge joist 28 with appropriate fasteners 40 placed through 
the attachment flange 18. 
0.043 Another embodiment of FIG. 3A is shown in use in 
FIG.3C. As shown, the flashing 300 may be used to accom 
modate an internal seam where decking 30 is received from 
both directions. This may be useful on internal tracks of 
decking 30 that may alternate color, orientation, or some 
other element of design or structure requiring a finished edge. 
As shown, the flashing 300 may be applied to the top 26 and 
side surface 42 of a joist 28. That is, the attachment flange 18 
may be positioned along the side face 42 of the joist 28 and the 
channel 11 may be positioned to rest on top 26 of the joist 28. 
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This position allows the channel 11 to receive decking 30 
from one side and the skirt flange 44 to receive decking 30 
from the other side. In this embodiment, the skirt flange 
length may be adjusted to receive decking. It may be adjusted 
to match the depth of the channel or may be any other length. 
Those skilled in the art will understand and appreciate that 
two back to back channels 11 may also be provided and that 
the channels may also share a back leg 14. As with previous 
embodiments, the flashing 300 may be attached to the joist 28 
with appropriate fasteners 40 placed through the attachment 
flange 18. 
0044) Referring now to FIG. 4A, a cross section view of 
another embodiment offlashing 400 is shown. In this embodi 
ment, the flashing 400 includes, as in the previous embodi 
ments, a channel 11 and an attachment flange 18. The channel 
11 and attachment flange 18 elements of this embodiment 
may be the same or similar to those described with respect to 
FIG. 3A. However, in contrast to FIGS. 3A the present 
embodiment includes a drip edge 50. The drip edge 50 is 
shown extending downward from the skirt flange 44. The drip 
edge 50 may extend a short distance down from the skirt 
flange 44 or may extend alonger distance. The drip edge may 
range from /32" to 8" or longer. Preferably, the drip edge may 
be 3/8" long. 
0045 An embodiment of FIG. 4A is shown in use in FIG. 
4B. Like FIGS. 2B and 3B, the flashing 400 may be applied to 
the top 26 and interior Surface 42 of an edge joist or rim joist 
28. As shown, the drip, edge 50 is situated such that it laps 
over the side of the skirt board 46. Where water may be 
running off of the surface of the flashing 400, the drip edge 50 
may ensure that the water does not wick into the seam 
between the skirt flange 44 and the skirt board 46. That is, in 
the absence of a drip edge 50, water may enter this seam due 
to its surface tension properties. With the drip edge 50 in 
place, the water is forced to travel downward. While the 
tendency to wick may still occur between the outside face of 
the skirt board 46 and the drip edge 50, in this case the 
wicking is counteracted at least in part by gravitational forces. 
Moreover, where the skirtboard 46 is held down slightly from 
the bottom of the skirt flange 44 as shown, the seam creating 
a wicking tendency may be limited to a short distance defined 
by the overlap between the drip edge 50 and the outside 
surface of the skirt board 46. Thus, water may not tend to 
propagate up and across the skirt board 46. 
0046 Referring now to FIG. 5A, a cross section view of 
another embodiment is shown. This embodiment is the same 
or similar to that shown in FIG.1A, but further includes a skirt 
flange 44 and a drip edge 50. This combination of elements 
allows this embodiment to be installed on a rim or edge joist 
28 where internal framing members may prevent the embodi 
ment of FIG. 4A to be installed. An embodiment of FIG. 5A 
is shown in use in FIG. 5B. 

0047 Referring now to FIG. 6A, a cross section view of 
another embodiment offlashing 600 is shown. In this embodi 
ment, the flashing 600 includes, as in the previous embodi 
ments, a channel 11 and an attachment flange 18. The channel 
11 and attachment flange 18 elements of this embodiment 
may be the same or similar to those described with respect to 
FIG. 1A or 2A. In the embodiment shown, they are most 
similar to that shown in FIG. 2A. However, in contrast to 
FIGS. 1A and 2A, the present embodiment also includes a 
siding flange 52 extending upward from the intersection of 
the top side leg 12 and the back leg 14 of the channel 11. 
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0048. The siding flange 52 may be a generally flat piece of 
material or may be corrugated, wavy, or otherwise have a 
non-flat shape and may be oriented vertically so as to accom 
modate attachment to a vertical face of a building. The siding 
flange 52 may extend a short distance upward from the chan 
nel or a large distance. The range of extension of the siding 
flange 52 may be from a /2" up to 12". In some embodiments, 
the siding flange 52 may be sloped slightly outward away 
from the channel 11 so as to be flexed inward (toward the 
channel) as the flashing 600 is pressed against the outer wall 
of a building. This may provide for a tight sealing fit between 
the siding flange 52 and the building. Additionally, various 
sealants are known in the art for sealing flashing to a building. 
0049. An embodiment of FIG. 6A is shown in use in FIG. 
6B. As shown, the flashing 600 may be applied to the top 54 
and interior surface 56 of a ledger board 58 on a building. 
(Interior here is relative to the deck, not the building) That is, 
the attachment flange 18 may be positioned along the inside 
face 56 of the ledger board 58 and the channel 11 may be 
positioned to rest on the top 54 of the ledger board 58. The 
siding flange 52 may be placed flat against the exterior Surface 
ofa building structure and may be covered with building wrap 
and exterior siding. The siding flange 52 may be fastened to 
the wall and may be sealed with known methods and materi 
als. As with previous embodiments, the channel 11 of the 
flashing 600 may be in place prior to the decking 30 and may 
be adapted to receive the decking 30 and the flashing 600 may 
be attached to the ledger board 58 and/or building with appro 
priate fasteners 40 placed through the attachment flange 18 
and/or the siding flange 52. In one embodiment, the attach 
ment flange 18 may be omitted and the siding flange may 
double as a siding flange 52 and attachment flange 18. That is, 
the siding flange 52 extending from the top of the channel 11, 
may be fastened to the building to secure the flashing and the 
attachment flange 18 may be omitted. In still another embodi 
ment, a short stub of the attachment flange may be included to 
provide a drip edge type detail and the flashing may be 
attached via the siding flange. 
0050 Those skilled in the art will understand and appre 
ciate that various combinations of the above disclose ele 
ments may be made to the flashing disclosed herein and still 
be within the scope of the invention. For example, various 
combinations of the elements described herein could be 
included ranging from any stand alone element to a combi 
nation of two or more elements or even all elements. Some 
examples of this may be to include a drip edge 50 in the 
embodiment shown in FIG. 1A extending away from the 
channel off of the intersection between the back leg 14 and the 
bottom side leg 16. A similar approach could be used with the 
embodiment of FIG. 2A. As just discussed, the embodiment 
of FIG. 6A may be used with or without the attachment flange 
18 and the flashing may be secured via the siding flange 52, or 
the attachment flange 18 may be included but may be short so 
as to act more akin to a drip edge 50. Those skilled in the art 
will understand and appreciate these and other combinations 
which are thus within the scope of the invention. 
0051. Those skilled in the art will understand and appre 
ciate that various modifications may be made to the flashing 
disclosed herein and still be within the scope of the invention. 
For example, the attachment flange 18 has been shown as 
intersecting with the channel 11 at the outer edge of the 
bottom side leg 16 of the channel 11 at either Zero or ninety 
degrees. This could range anywhere from Zero to 180 degrees 
or more as necessary to accommodate a decking structure. 
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Moreover, the intersection of the attachment flange 18 and the 
channel 11 would not need to occur at the outer edge of the 
bottom side leg 16. The attachment flange 18 could extend 
vertically downward from any point along the bottom leg 16 
of the channel 11 and actually may extend at any angle from 
any point on the channel 11. One example of this is when the 
siding flange 52 doubles as an attachment flange 18 and the 
siding flange extends from the intersection of the top side leg 
12 and the back leg 14. Other examples will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art. 
0.052 For example, the attachment flange 18 may be con 
nected to the channel 11 at the intersection between the back 
leg 14 and the bottom side leg 16. In this embodiment, the 
attachment flange 18 may be secured to the outside edge of a 
rim or edge joist 28 of a deck. This may be advantageous 
because this attachment may allow for the flashing to avoid 
interfering with the internal framing of the deck structure, 
which may intermittently frame into the inside surface of a 
rim joist 28. 
0053 Additional modifications within the scope of the 
invention may include varying the intersection angles of the 
legs 12, 14, 16 of the channel 11. For example, one side leg 12 
or 16 may intersect with the back leg 14 forming an acute 
angle and the other side leg 12 or 16 may intersect with the 
back leg 14 forming an obtuse angle, the resulting channel 11 
having a parallelogram shaped cross-section. This may pro 
vide for an aesthetic detailing allowing for a chamfered deck 
edge or a pointed lip edge. Alternatively, the channel 11 may 
comprise a single C or U-shaped element or may comprise 
any shape with an open side to receive decking. 
0054 An additional modification within the scope of the 
invention may include creating a channel 11 with a slight 
clamping force. The side leg 16 on the bottom of the channel 
11 may be substantially horizontal and the side leg 12 on the 
top of the channel 11 may slope slightly downward making 
the height 20 of the channel 11 at the open end slightly smaller 
than the height 20 of the channel 11 at the closed end. This 
may provide for a tight fit with the decking 30 and may require 
that the side leg 12 on the top be flexed upward when the 
decking 30 is inserted. This sloping top side leg 12 may create 
a sealing force against the Surface of the decking 30. Addi 
tionally, the outer edge 24 of the side leg 12 may be folded 
over (e.g. hem) or otherwise reinforced to provide a stiffened 
edge. This stiffened edge may assist the flashing in sealing 
against the decking 30 and maintaining a straight edge free 
from warping, waving, or bending. It is noted here that any 
free edge may be stiffened in Such away to provide a hemmed 
type edge rather than a raw edge. Alternatively, the flashing 
may be sealed against the deck with a sealant. 
0055 Similar to that just discussed regarding the top side 
leg 12 of the channel 11, in some embodiments, the skirt 
flange 44 may also be sloped slightly downward so as to be 
flexed upward upon placement of the skirt board. This may 
provide for a tight sealing fit between the skirt flange 44 and 
the skirt board. 

0056. Additionally, in some embodiments, the skirt flange 
44 may not be oriented horizontally. For example, where the 
top 48 of a skirt board 46 is not flush with the top of the 
decking 30, but is slightly lower than the deck surface as 
shown in FIG. 4C, the skirt flange 44 may be stepped down 
from the top side flange 12 as shown or may be sloped slightly 
downward across the top 48 of the skirt board 46 to create a 
chamfered edge on the deck. Alternatively, where the top 48 
of the skirtboard 46 sits higher than the deck surface as shown 
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in FIG. 4D, the skirt flange 44 may extend upward from its 
intersection with the channel 11, form a ninety degree bend 
when it reaches the top 48 of the skirt board 46 and then 
extend horizontally across the top of the skirt board 46. 
0057. An additional modification may include re-orient 
ing the channel 11. In the embodiments shown herein, the 
channel 11 is generally oriented horizontally such that the 
open end opens to the side. Other orientations such as, but not 
limited to, vertical or diagonal are within the scope of the 
disclosure. 
0058 Appropriate fasteners 40 may include, but are not 
limited to shingle nails, siding nails, screws, or staples. In 
Some embodiments, the fasteners may be galvanized to resist 
corrosion due to exterior exposure and also due to the corro 
sive nature of some pressure treated lumber. Those skilled in 
the art will understand and appreciate the various fasteners 
available which are within the scope of the invention. 
0059. The flashing described herein may be made from 
any material. Preferably, the flashing is made from a formable 
non-corrosive metal material. This may include, but is not 
limited to aluminum, galvanized metal, (e.g. G185 or Zmax), 
or stainless Steel. Other materials may include, but are not 
limited to, plastic, wood, vinyl, or composite materials. In 
Some embodiments, the material may be any material now 
know or later developed that can withstand the corrosive 
effects of pressure treated lumber. 
0060. In some embodiments, the material used may be 
metal and may be made from a cold formed process. Thus, in 
some embodiments, the shape of the flashing is formed from 
a single flat sheet that is folded to form the cross-section. In 
other embodiments, the shapes may be extruded or molded. 
Those skilled in the art will understand and appreciate the 
various methods for forming the described shapes based on 
the various materials described. 

0061. The embodiments shown reflect a cross-sectional 
view of the flashing. Each embodiment may be any length. 
For example, the embodiment shown in FIG. 1A, may be 
available in a 10'-0" length, where additional pieces of flash 
ing may be used to accommodate longer runs. To accommo 
date use of additional pieces, the flashing may be formed to 
nest with adjacent pieces so as to provide a necessary overlap. 
As can be seen in FIGS. 1A and 2A, these embodiments 
readily overlap without additional modification. Also, as 
shown in FIG. 6A, the top leg 12 of the channel 11 may 
comprise an outgoing piece 12A and an incoming piece 12B 
So as to allow an adjacent piece of flashing which is similarly 
shaped to nest and allow for the necessary overlap. With 
respect to FIGS. 3A, 4A, and 5A, multiple pieces of these 
embodiments may be spliced together with butt joints or a 
small length of the top portion may be coped to allow the 
remaining portion to overlap. Alternatively, a small length of 
the back leg 14 and bottom side leg 16 of the channel 11 as 
well as the attachment flange 18 may be coped to allow for the 
overlap. 
0062. The presently disclosed flashing system provides 
decking edges and seams with a neat, flush look. Tradition 
ally, edges on exterior decks have been left open to the ele 
ments, and the edges have been left unfinished. This system 
addresses the cosmetic need for providing finished edges on 
decking. 
0063. The method of installing flashing may include erect 
ing deck framing. This framing may include vertical posts, 
beams, and joists. Where the flashing to be used includes a 
channel as described above, it is convenient to install the 
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flashing prior to the decking. In this embodiment, the flashing 
may be installed and secured to a single edge, multiple edges, 
or the full perimeter of the deck frame with fasteners. At this 
point, the decking may be installed and may be slid into the 
channel of the flashing. In some embodiments, the decking 
may be cut short of the back leg of the channel to accommo 
date expansion and contraction of the decking material. Addi 
tionally, where a single piece of decking is inserted into a 
channel at each end, the decking may need to be bowed 
slightly to insert each end into each channel and then flattened 
and further slid into each channel. Alternatively, one perim 
eter edge may be left un-flashed to accommodate placement 
of the decking. This perimeter edge could be an edge perpen 
dicular to the decking pieces or it could be a perimeter edge 
parallel or even diagonal to the decking pieces. Where a 
parallel or diagonal edge is left un-flashed, a length of deck 
ing could be inserted into the opposing channels from the 
un-flashed side and slid across the framing to its position and 
secured. Alternatively, the flashing could be installed after the 
decking is in place. 
0064. The flashing disclosed and described herein is 
advantageous for several reasons. The flashing provides a 
channel that receives decking and accommodates the expan 
sion and contraction of decking materials. This allows the 
deck Surface to move without otherwise creating internal 
stresses that can wear on a deck structure. The flashing system 
also prevents the intrusion of moisture and debris into seams 
and gaps in a deck. This buttresses the accommodation of 
contraction and expansion because, while gaps may be built 
into a deck to accommodate contraction and expansion, if 
these gaps fill with debris, they may no longer function as 
intended. Moreover, to the extent these gaps fill with moisture 
that cannot escape, the decking materials may deteriorate. 
0065. The channel shape included in the embodiments 
shown herein may allow the flashing to comply with the 
international code council standards, which may make the 
flashing code compliant in most orall states within the United 
States and many locations abroad. 
0066. In keeping with concerns related to moisture intru 
sion, reference is made back to FIGS. 3B and 4B. In the 
absence of the flashing shown, moisture may build up in the 
seam between the skirtboard 46 and the rim joist or edge joist 
28. This moisture may not be able to escape because of the 
narrow seam between the two pieces, which prevents air from 
readily flowing through and also allows the Surface tension of 
water to resist the effects of gravity, which would otherwise 
draw the water out. The flashing shown may prevent moisture 
from getting into this seam in at least two ways. First, the tee 
top formed by the skirt flange and the top side leg 12 may 
prevent moisture and debris from readily entering the seam. 
Secondly, if moisture were to seep between the top side leg 12 
and the decking, this moisture would be redirected by the 
channel back leg 14 and bottom side leg 16 away from this 
seam or gap. By preventing moisture from entering this gap, 
the deck may last longer because moisture deterioration and 
rotting may be avoided. 
0067. An additional moisture issue often develops in an 
around the ledger board of decks. As with the skirt board 
problem discussed in the previous paragraph, a ledger board 
is often fitted tightly to the outside face of a building and if 
moisture is allowed behind the ledger, it may be unlikely to 
escape. Conventional L-shaped flashing may extend across 
the top of the ledger and up the wall a certain distance. 
However, to the extent that water on the surface of a deck 
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wicks up the wall between the siding and the wall surface, it 
may then further propagate down behind the ledger. Addition 
ally or alternatively, it may soak into the internal space of the 
wall, which may lead to mold concerns. 
0068. The flashing described herein, and shown in FIG. 
6B, includes a side leg 12 of the channel 11 that may extend 
out over the surface of the decking 30. This side leg 12 may 
prevent Surface water from accessing the seam between the 
siding and the wall and thus may prevent the wicking and 
associated moisture problems. 
0069. An additional advantage of this top side leg 12 of the 
channel at the ledger board location relates to its ability to 
control the siding installation. It is common practice for 
builders to include a deck ledger on a home for a future deck. 
In this case, the ledger board may be installed and conven 
tional flashing may be placed along the top Surface of the 
ledger board. When the siding is installed, the siding installer 
often does not leave enough room above the ledger to accom 
modate the thickness of the future decking Surface materials. 
When the deck is installed, portions of the siding need to be 
removed and replaced causing trauma to the exterior water 
proofing system of the home. 
0070 The top leg of the channel as shown in the embodi 
ment described in FIG. 6B provides a space for receiving 
future decking Surface materials and can further act to prevent 
the siding installation from intruding this space. In this way, 
the flashing described herein may be installed at the time the 
home is built and later trauma to the waterproofing system of 
the home may be avoided. 
0071. This invention has been described herein in consid 
erable detail in order to comply with the patent statutes and to 
provide those skilled in the art with the information needed to 
apply the novel principles and to construct and use Such 
specialized components as are required. However, it is to be 
understood that the invention can be carried out by specifi 
cally different equipment and devices, and that various modi 
fications, both as to the equipment and operating procedures, 
can be accomplished without departing from the scope of the 
invention itself. 
0072 The description of the various embodiments is 
merely exemplary in nature and, thus, variations that do not 
depart from the gist of the examples and detailed description 
herein are intended to be within the scope of the present 
disclosure. Such variations are not to be regarded as a depar 
ture from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An article of flashing for a deck comprising: 
a channel with a back leg, a first side leg, and a second side 

leg; and 
an attachment flange fixedly connected to the channel, 

wherein the channel is adapted to receive decking. 
2. The article of claim 1, wherein the decking has a thick 

ness and the channel has a height, the height being slightly 
greater than thickness. 
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3. The article of claim 2, wherein the first side leg is 
Substantially parallel to the second side leg. 

4. The article of claim 3, wherein the first and second side 
legs are substantially perpendicular to the back leg. 

5. The article of claim 4, wherein the channel has a depth, 
the depth being defined by a gap width and a length of overlap 
between the channel and the decking. 

6. The article of claim 1, wherein the attachment flange is 
connected to the outer edge of the first side leg and extends in 
a direction generally away from the channel. 

7. The article of claim 6, wherein the attachment flange is 
oriented substantially parallel to the first side leg. 

8. The article of claim 6, wherein the attachment flange is 
oriented substantially perpendicular to the first side leg. 

9. The article of claim 8, further comprising a skirt flange 
fixedly connected to the channel at the intersection of the back 
leg and the second side leg. 

10. The article of claim 9, wherein the skirt flange extends 
away from the channel and is oriented substantially parallel to 
the second side leg. 

11. The article of claim 9, further comprising a drip edge 
fixedly connected to a free edge of the skirt flange. 

12. The article of claim 11, wherein the drip edge is sub 
stantially perpendicular to the skirt flange and extends in the 
same direction relative to the skirt flange as the back leg. 

13. The article of claim 8, further comprising a siding 
flange fixedly connected to the channel at the intersection of 
the back leg and the second side leg. 

14. The article of claim 13, wherein the siding flange 
extends away from the channel and is oriented Substantially 
perpendicular to the second side leg. 

15. A deck flashing system comprising: 
a deck with a surface and at least one edge; 
decking forming the Surface of the deck; and 
flashing extending along the at least one edge, the flashing 

having a channel adapted to receive the decking. 
16. The deck flashing system of claim 15, wherein the 

flashing further comprises an attachment flange. 
17. The deck flashing system of claim 16, wherein the 

flashing further comprises a skirt flange. 
18. A method of trimming a deck comprising: 
erecting deck framing; 
installing decking on the framing; and 
installing flashing on at least one edge of the deck. 
19. The method of claim 18, wherein the flashing has a 

channel adapted to receive decking. 
20. The method of claim 19, the channel having a back leg, 

the method further comprising providing a gap between the 
decking and the back leg of the channel to accommodate 
expansion and contraction of the decking. 
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