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This invention relates to salesg recording de-
vices, and particularly to a device for recording
sales from a window display. .

A display of goods in the window of a mer-
chandising store is usually well lighted and at-
tractive so that people will stoep and observe the
various articles offered for sale. No means have
been heretofore provided whereby, when a per-
son’s interest is aroused, he or she can make an
on-the-spot request for articles to be delivered
the next day, and a sale is usually lost since, after
the passage of a day or two, the idea of making
a purchase is overlooked, subordinated or for-
gotten.

The present invention pertains to a device by
which the observer desiring to make a purchase
may do so at the time the observation is made,
with little effort. A coin control microphone is
provided on or adjacent to the window and is con-
nected to a recording device employing a tape,
wire, disk or like type, having associated there-
with a timing mechanism for limiting the dura-
tion of operation of the microphone. A device
for indicating to the observer the length of re-
cording time is also provided. By the use of the
coin control microphone, tampering with the de-
vice is prevented, as it is contemplated that a coin
of at least 25¢ denomination will be required to
actuate the device and when a person records an
order and this is sent out, the amount of the coin
is deducted from the cost of the article.

Accordingly, the main objects of the invention
are: to provide a device by which sales may be
made from a display by recording the order from
a microphone; to provide a microphone adjacent
to a display of articles for sale which is coin con-
trolled to prevent tampering and which has indi-
cating means by which the duration of recording
is Indicated; to provide a recording device with
a timing mechanism by which the duration of
recording is controlled, and, in general, to pro-
vide a device for recording sales which is simple
in ‘construction, positive in operation and eco-
nomical of manufacture.

Other objects and features of novelty of the
invention will be specifically pointed out or will
become apparent when referring, for a better
understanding of the invention, to the following
description taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawing, wherein: .

Figure 1 is a broken view in elevation of g re-
cording device embodying features of this
invention; ’

Fig. 2 is an enlarged broken view, in side ele-
vation, of the device ‘illustrated in Fig. 1, as
viewed from line 2—2 thereof; i :
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Fig. 3 is a wiring diagram of the device illus-
trated in Fig. 1, and , .

Fig. 4 is a view of structure, similar to that
Hlustrated in Fig. 1, showing a further installa-
tion of the invention. ) .

While the ‘devices of the present invention is
herein illustrated as being applied to a window
display, it is to be understood that it is not limited
to this specific application but may be employed
adjacent to any display within or without the
store building, ,

In the figures, 18 indicates the front wall of
the building having therein a window {{ behind
which a display may be set up and illuminated. -

Instructions may be provided on the card with-
in the window explaining to an observer that an
order may be placed by operating the microphone
disposed adjacent thereto through the applica-
tion of a coin for which credit will be given upon
a bona fide order being recorded. A coin con-
trolled microphone containing device 12 is mount-
ed in a casing I3 having securing bosses 14 by
which the casing is attached to the front wall or
other part of the building. A eoin removing door
15 is provided on the casing, herein illustrated as
being secured to one side thereof. by a cylinder
block 16. A coin slot 17 is provided in the front
of the casing below the microphone 18 and an
indicating lamp (9 is mounted below the coin
control slot. A circuit 24 passes through the wall
and is connected through a time control device 22
to the recorder 23. The. coin controlled mecha-
nism, the microphone, the time control device and
the recorder are not herein described in detail
as various types are well known in the art to be
suitable for the combination.

Referring to Fig. 3, the coin control switch 24
is disposed in circuit with a relay 25, having a
pair of contacts CRig and CRib. When & coin
is dropped into the slot 17, the switch 24 is mo-
mentarily closed to momentarily energize relay 25
and close its contacts CRia and CRib.to thereby
complete a holding. circuit 26 through contacts
CRla which retains the relay 25 energized after
the coin has passed beyond the switch 24 which
then opens. The closing of the contacts CRIb
completes a circuit through the conductor 27 and
conductor 28 to the motor 29 of the time control
mechanism 22. The closing of the contacts CRIb
also completes a circuit through the conductor 81
to the indicating element 19 which may be a
lamp, buzzer or other indicating device. The
closing of contacts CRIb also completes a circuit
to the conductor 32 to energize the recording de-
vice 23. The recording device is then in opera-
tion, with the indicating lamp or other element
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19 energized to indicate that the mechanism is in
operation.

As the motor 28 operates, contacts C2 are
closed, completing a holding circuit through the
conductor 33 to the conductor §2 and the record-
ing device 23. The continued operation of the
motor 29 rotates the cam 34 until econtacts C3
are open, thereby de-energizing relay 25 and
opening the contacts CRia and CRID. The con-
tinued operation of the motor 29 drives the cam
34 beyond the contacts C3 so as to permit the
contact to close, thereby setting up the holding
circuit 26 for the next operation. The further
operation of the motor 29 and cam 34 opens the
contacts C2, thereby de-energizing the conduc-
tors 28, 31 and 32 and interrupting the opera-
tion of the recording device, de-energizing the
indicating device 23 and the indicating element
{9 and the motor 23.

A% suitable times, the record of the recording
device 23 is played back and the orders recorded
thereon are then filled, eredit being given for the
amount of the coin which was employed for oper-
ating the indicating device. It is to be under-
stood that the coin confrol mechanism is of such
a type as to prevent the operation of the device
by slugs or elements other than the particular
coin for which the device was constructed. Such
mechanism is old and well known in the art and
is not herein described or illustrated.

As pointed eut hereinabove, the coin control
microphone containing device 2 may be applied
at any convenient spot inside or outside of the
store for recording orders. In other words, a
display in the store could be set up, adjacent to
which the device I2 :is located, and during the
store hours records can be made direetly by the
purchaser without consulting a clerk. It is also
within the purview-of the invention to place the
entire device in the display window so that.a pur-
chaser ean watch the operation of the recording
device while placing an order. Such an arrange-
ment is -illustrated in Fig. 4. The microphone
containing device i2 may be fastened on the out-
side of the glass with the cable 2f passing through
2 hole 35 therein and with the bosses 14 of the
device secured thereto by bolts extending through
additional holes 36.

It is to be understood that it is within the pur-
view-of the invention to utilize a radio circuit
well known in the art in place of the conduit 2
so that when the.microphone -device is secured
to the outside of the window by an adhesive ma-
terial, the actuation of the recording and timing
devices from the micrephone could be produced
through the radio circuit, thereby eliminating the
conduit 21 and the neecessity of damaging the
glass by providing holes therethrough.

What is claimed is:

1. In an order recording device, in combina-
tion with 'a display compartment having a ‘win-
dow, including a recording mechanism, & housing
containing a microphone, a coin control mecha-
nism-and an indieating element, means- by which
said housing may be attached to the outside sur-
face -of the window of sald compartment, and
electric conductors extending from said housing
tao said recording mechanisim whereby orders for
merchandise displayed in said compartment may
be dictated exteriorly thereof inte said micro-
phone.

2. Tn combination with a display comparfment
having a window, a recording meehanisny, hous-
inig containing a microphone, a coin confrol

mechanism’ and an indicating element, means:by
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which the housing is attached to the outside sur-
face of said window, and electric conductors ex-
tending from said housing to said recording
mechanism whereby upon the energization of
said mechanism and microphone by the opera-
tion of the coin control mechanism an order for
the displayed merchandise may be dictated into
said microphone.

3. In an order recording device including a

‘recording mechanism to be located adjacent to

a compartment having a transparent panel in
which merchandise to be scld may be displayed,
a housing containing & microphone, a coin control
mechanism and an indicating element, means by
which the housing is attached to the outside sur-
face of said transparent panel, and electric con~
ductors extending from said housing to said re-
ording mechanism.

4. In combination with a comparfment dis-

playing merchandise for sale having a trans-

parent panel through which said merchandise
may be viewed, a recording mechanism, a hous-~
ing containing & microphone ‘and coin -eontrol
mechanism, means by which the ‘housing may
be supported on said transparent panel, a time
control mechanism for limiting the operation
of the recording mechanism to a predetermined
time interval of the fotal time during which the
recording mechanism may operate, and a-circuit
connecting the microphene, the recording mech-
anism and the timing mechanism whereby an
order for merchandise displayed in said eompart-

‘ment may be dictated into said microphone.

5. In an order recording device including a
recording mechanism to be located adjacent to
a- compartment in which merchandise may be
displayed, a support adjacent to said compart-
ment, a housing containing a microphone, a coin
control mechanism and an indicating. element,
means for fixedly securing said housing to-said
support, and electric conductors extending from
said housing to said recording mechanism.

6. In combination with a compartment. dis-
playing merchandise for sale having a support
adjacent thereto, a recording mechanism, & hous-
ing containing a microphone and a coin control
mechanism, means by which the housing may
be secured fixedly to said support, a-time control
mechanism for limiting the operation. of the
recording mechanism to a predetermined time
interval of the total time during which the record-
ing mechanism may operate, and a circuit con-
necting -the microphone, the recording mecha-
nism and the timing mechanism whereby an
order for merchandise displayed in said compart-
ment may be dictated into said microphone while
viewing said merchandise.

7. Tn an order recording device to be employed
with a compartment. in which merchandise is
displayed including, in combination, a recording
mechanism capable of recording for a predeter-
mined length of time, a time control mechanism
controlling the cperation of the recording mech-
anism: for intervals which are fractions.of said
complete recording time, a. housing containing
2 mierophone and a coin control mechanism
separate: from: said recording and timing: mech-
anisms, means for fixedly securing said housing
adjacent to said compartment at a point: where
the merchandise therein displayed may be viewed
by the person speaking into the microphone, a
circuit connecting the microphone to said mech-
anism so that the housing may be located remote
therefrom, an indicating. element carried by:said
housing and by said timing mechanism to in-
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dicate remotely from said mechanism the time
in which thé};'ecordmg occurs so as to apprise
the person speaking into the microphone while
viewing the merchandise when the recording has
terminated. 5
LOUIS D. KILGORE.
CHARLES RICHARD STOUT.
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