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To all whom it may concern.

BeitknownthatI, JOSEPHINE SMITH, a citi-
zen of the United Sta’ces residing at Jack-
sonville, in the county of Mor gan and State
of Illinois, have invented celtam new and
useful Imp10vement% in Curtain-Stretchers;
and I do declare the following to be a full
clear, and exaet description of the 1nvent10n,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to theletters of reference
m&xked thereon which form a part of this
specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
curtain-stretchers; andit consists in certain
novel features hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of a curtain-stretcher em-
bodying my improvements. Fig. 2 is a ver-
tical section of the same. Tig. 3 is a detail
section showing one of the hooks for holding
the curtain. 1410" 4 is a similar view show
ing the manner of adjusting the hooks to
soallops in the edge of the curtain, and Fig.
51is a detail perspectlve view of one of the
hooks and extension hangers or bars.

In carrying out my 1nvent10n I employ a
frame consisting of standards or supports A
and bars B, attached thereto. The stand-
ards, it will be noticed, are constructed in
two.parts or sections connected by hinges C,
8o that they may be set up in substanmally
an A form and prove self-supporting. The

sections of the standards are provided with |-

longitudinal slots D, through which and simi-
lar longitudinal slots E in the bars B are
passed set or thumb screws F for the pur-
pose of adjustably securing the standards
and said bars together. The frame can thus
be quickly adjusted to the size of the curtain
to be stretched and dried, and two, three, or
more standards may be used, according to the
size of the frame desired. Alon0 the top of
the frame are rollers or rods G which are
mounted in eyes or bearings H on the outer
sides of the standards,at the upper ends of
thesame. Inthe edves of the bars B and the
standards I form a series of notches I,in
which ‘are engaged the hooks J, which hold
the curtain. These hooks consist of a cen-
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tral stem orshank K, havingoneend doubled
on itself, as shown at L, to form a retaining-
lip, which engages the notch in the bar and
bears against the flat side of the same to re-
tain'the hook in its operative position. The
opposite end of the stem is bent into a pin or
curtain-holding loop M, the end of which is
engaged under and held by a spur N, rising
f10m the shank or stem at an mtelmedlate
point thereof. When the edgeof the curtain
is scalloped or irregular, and the hooks con-
sequently must extend memﬂP distances be-
yond the bars or standards, I employ the ex-
tension-hangers O, which consmt of a stem
having a hook P at one end to engage the
notch in the frame and provided alonw its
length with a series of eyes Q, any one of
Whmh may be engaged by the retaining-lip
L of the hook K.

The manner of using my improved eultam
drier and stretcher will be  readily understood.
The hooks are engaged in the edges of the
washed and damp curtain, and thelr retain-
ing-lips are then engaged in the notches of
the frame, after which the bars and stand-
ards are properly adjusted to stretch the cur-
tain. If the curtain is small or of medium
size, the hooks are engaged in all four edges
of the same, but if 113 is very large it is ﬁrst
doubled overthe rollerat the top of the frame,
and the hooks are then properly engaged in
its edges, as described, or the cmtzun may, if
preferred, be passed over both the rollers, so
as to merely rest thereon, and then stre‘uehed
on both sides of the frame.

It will be readily understood, of course,
that the diier may be made in any desired
size; but I prefer to construct it in such a
size that it will hold four curtains doubled
over the top roller.

When the edges of the curtain are scal-
loped or 1rreoular the hooks cannot be en-
gaged duectly over the frame without tear-
ing oub from the curtain, and I then use the
extension-bars, the hooks being engaged in
one or another of the eyes thereon, accor dmo
to the depth of the scallop.

My device is very simple in its construc-
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tion, and its advantages are thought to be

obvious without detailed reference thereto.
The frame is self-supporting and can be

set up anywhere.

It may be folded with the
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curtains thereon, and various sizes of cur-
tains may be dried thereon simultaneously.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. The combination of the hook having a
retaining-lip at one end, and an extension-
bar having a series of eyes adapted to be en-
gaged by said retaining-lip and provided at
one end with a hook.

2. In a curtain-stretcher, the combination
of two frames hinged at their upper ends,
each frame consisting of three uprights hav-
ing longitudinal slots therein, the outer up-

15 rights having a series of notches in their
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outer edges and the central uprights having
similar notches in both edges, horizontal bars
having longitudinal slots therein, adjustable
bolts connecting the uprights and the bars,
rods secured to the outer faces of the uprights
atthe upper ends of the same, and hook-and-
pin connections adapted to be seated in the
notches and hold the curtain.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. ‘

JOSEPHINE SMITH.
Witnesses:
CHARLES A. BARNES,
JoHN A. VICKERY.
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