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1 Claim.
1

My invention relates new and useful holders for
collapsible tubes, and has for one of its objects
to provide a holder of this type as a unitary struc-
ture adapted to be slipped onto the edge of a shelf
in a medicine cabinet or the like, and including a
pair of jaws of unique formation for engaging a
tube in the region of its turned over end to sup-
port said tube in an inverted position.

Another object of this invention is to provide
a holder for collapsible tubes including a pair of
substantially parallel legs having some inherent
resiliency for clamping said holder on a support,
such as a shelf, the upper leg being longer and
bendable to produce a vertical extension by which
the holder may be hung on a nail, or the like,
supported by an upright surface, such as a wall.

A further object of the present invention is to
provide a holder for collapsible tubes including &
pair of jaws which, when not supporting a tube,
are normally open, because the inner edge of one
ordinarily lies above the contiguous edge of the
other.

With the above and other objects in view this
invention consists of the details of construction
and combination of elements hereinafter set forth
and then designated by the claim.

In order that those skilled in the art to which
this invention appertains may understand how to
make and use the same I will describe a construc-
tion in detail, referring by numerals to the accom-
panying drawing forming a part hereof, in which:

Fig, 1is a view of a conventional medicine cab-
inet, in section, showing my holder for collapsible
tubes attached to a shelf of said cabinet and illus-
trating the manner of mounting a tube on the
holder.

Fig, 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the
holder per se.

Pig. 3 is a side elevation of the holder with a
collapsible tube thereon illustrating how the jaws
grip the tube.

Fig, 4 is a fragmentary view cf a collapsible
tube with the turned over end partly unfolded
to show the general formation of the ridge which
prevents displacement of the tube from the
holder.

Fig. 5 is a side elevation or edge view of the
holder showing the free end of the longer or upper
leg bent to form the extension.

In carrying out my invention as herein embod-
ied 6 represents the holder for collapsible tubes
constructed from any suitable material having
some inherent resiliency and capable of being
bent into shape.

This holder comprises an upper or long leg 1
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and a lower or short leg 8 spaced apart vertically,
one above the other, to function as a spring clamp,
and substantially parallel to engage opposite faces
of a support 9, such as a shelf of a medicine cab-
inet 10,

From the under side of the lower leg 8 depend
the arms 11 and 12 spaced apart lengthwise of
said lower leg, and the jaws 13 and (4 project
inwardly towards each other from the respective
arms and one of them is slightly inclined. The
inner edges of these jaws are contiguous or in
close proximity to each other but the inner edge
of one of them, as jaw {4, ordinarily is above the
inner edge of the other to provide a normally open
mouth 15, Figs. 2 and 5.

When, during the course of manufacture, the
inner edges of the jaws {3 and 14 are made of a
length that they actually touch each other when
in g straight line, then it will be apparent that
if anything is placed between the meeting edges,
the arms {1 and 12 will be sprung outward there-
by providing spring tension on the article gripped
by the jaws to help prevent accidental displace-
ment.

The longer or upper leg 1 is provided with a hole
{6 so that when a portion of the free end of said
leg is bent at right angles to the balance thereof,
Fig, 5, to form the hanger or extension 7¢ the
holder may be suspended from a nail or equiva-
lent, device on an upright surface, such as a wall.
When the leg 7 is bent to form the extension, the
bend is made, preferably, at a point that will place
the extension Ta and the arm I{ in the same
plane.

The collapsible tube 17, of general type, usually
has its mouth closed by a cap 18 and what is
ordinarily referred to as the bottom is sealed by
turning the end over upon itself, as shown in Fig.
4, which provides a ridge 19.

In practice, the holder 6 is placed wherever de-
sired, by either method of suspension described,
in a fairly rigid condition. To mount a tube i7
on the holder, said tube is inverted and tilted, as
in Fig. 1, and the thin or contracted portion
thereof, just inside of the ridge 18, is inserted in
the mouth 15 of the jaws, transversely of the
holder, so that the ridge 19 engages the inner or
top surfaces of the jaws 13 and i14. As soon as
the tube is released it will swing into a vertical
position, Fig. 3. This will draw the jaw {4 down-
ward to grip the tube firmly between both jaws
and thereafter prevent accidental displacement.
Upon removal of the cap 18, the user can press
oubt any desired guantity of the tube contents
with one hand, leaving the other one free to ma-
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nipulate a brush or other article onto which the
substance is to be squeezed.

A convenient way to produce this holder is to
fashion the legs T and 8, the arm 11 and the jaw
{3 from one strip of material, and fashion the jaw
{8, arm 12 and a leaf 82 from another strip of
material, then place the two units together with
the leaf 82 under the leg 8 so that the inner end
of said leaf contacts the arm i1, and finally se-
curing said units together, as by a single rivet 20.

From the foregoing it will be obvious that I
have provided a holder for collapsible tubes so
simple in construction, practical and economical
that it will fill a universal need to perfection.
Little space is used because the -holder is of no
greater width than the tube and occupies space
underneath of a shelf not genera]ly used. A bat-
tery of a dozen, more or less, of the holders can
be placed in a neat row, leaving the supporting
surface of a shelf free for bottles and the like. ™

For mechanical substances, such as glues, ce-
ments, pastes and the hke the holders may be
placed in convenient locations so that the tubes
are always ready for 1nstant use and not likely to
be misplaced or left in a leaking condition. with
attendant spoilage or damage to valuable prop-
erty.

Of course I do not wish to be limited to the
exact details of construction herein shown and
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described and these may be varied within the
scope of the appended claim without departing
from the spirit of my invention.

Having described my invention what I claim
as new and useful is:

A holder for collapsible tubes comprising upper
and lower horizontally spaced legs constituting a
spring clamp and being bendable whereby a ver-
tical extension may be formed from the free end
of the upper leg, a pair of .arms depending from
the lower leg of said spring clamp and a. jaw pro-
jecting inwardly from each arm, one of which is
horizontal and the other shghtly inclined where-
by the inner edge thereof is normally above the
horizontal one o provide a normally open mouth
between said. jaws, the movement of the inclined
jaw towards alignment with the companion jaw

-tending to close thé mouth.

GEORGE W. WITTE.

REFERENCES CITED

The following references are of recmd m the
file of this patent o

UNITED STATES PA’ITE‘NTS. Sl

Number Name Date
1,652,862 Kassler ___._______ Dec. 13, 19827
1,843,201 Buchanan ___________ Feb, 2, 1932
1,998,232 Gould: ... _____ Apr, 16, 1935



