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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GRORGE A. KRICHBAUM,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Youngstown, in the county of Mahoning and
State of Ohio, have invented certain newand
useful Improvements in Paint-Brushes; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of my invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, Whlch f01 m a part of this speci-
ﬁcatlon

My invention relates to that class of paint
brushes used in sign, sash, stripe, fresco, and
other kinds of painting requiring exact lines,
and its object is a brush by means of which,
mechanically, and without skill, sash, and
similar objeets, may be neatly and rapidly
traced, and stripes, right lined, if desired, by
a rule, or a straight edge, and having sharply
defined edges, and of an exact uniform width,
and paint volume, may be produced, thus sup-
plying an instrument of great value for the
rapidity and higher guality of the work that
may be accomplished by its.use, and in the
saving of the more expensive, because more
highly skilled, labor that without it would
be required. I accomplish this object by the
mechanism hereinafter described and illus-
trated in the drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation view of my
brush B complete. Fig. 2 is an edge elevation
view of the same; and Fig. 3 is a view in per-
spective of the brush attachment A, the parts
of which are indicatied by letters.

My invention consists in confining the
edges of the bristle tuft,or brush proper,ina
flat or an oval brush between suitable guards,
rigid as against lateral motion and limitedly
flexible in directions in which motion is re-
quired, the bristle tuft is kept from spreading,
and the valuable qualities enumerated are
imparted to the instrument.

The brush B, made in the several sizes re-
quired, is the common flat or the oval paint
brush equipped with a handle and holding
the bristle tuft by means of a metal cup, pro-
vided with the attachments A, which, being
the only novel feature of the instrument,
need only be described.

The guards g g are two similar pieces of

flat metal, of breadth equal to the thickness
of the bristle-tuft at one end, and diminish-
ing by the equal bevel of each edge to about
one-half, at the other end, which is rounded.
I do not confine myself to thisorany particu-
lar form for the guards g g, as it is evident
that other forms may be used, although I
deem that deseribed to be preferable. Placed
parallel, the guards g g are rigidly connected
by the piece of flat metal ¢,which is of alength
equal to the breadth of the bristle-tuft, at-
tached at each end to the upper edges of the
respective guards g g, a little distance above
their broader or lower ends. The variation
of this part shown at Fig. 3, presents a level
central portion higher than in other parts,
and is for use when it is deemed desirable
that the bristle tuft should have more free-
dom in that portion which is covered by it
when the attachment A, is in place on the
brush. To the central portion of the guard

connecting partc there is rigidly attached an

end of the flat metal spring s, which extends
downward a suitable distance, and is for a
purpose that will presently appear.

The bristle tuft of the brush is placed be-
tween the guards g g, its edges in contact
with them, the broader or lower ends prefer-

ably projecting a little distance over the sides

of the bristle cup, while their upper or nar-
row ends terminate a little distance below the
working edge of the brush so as to give the
bristle tuft perfect freedom in thatportion of
it.. The flat metal spring sextends downward
along a side of the bristle cup secured thereto
by a keeper E, as shown at Fig. 1, or by sta-
ples, or by such other means as may be found
convenient.

It will be seen that my brush; the spring s
being upon the side opposite the object upon
Whlch it is used in painting, is flexile back-
ward from its work, and upon which is thus
brought an even pressure, while, as the bris-
tle tuft cannot spread,and the guards may be
used against a straight edge, it possesses the
other valuable qualities stated in the begin-
ning of this specification. <

What I claim is—

1. The combination with a brush, of a guard

having portions to embrace the edges of the

bristle tuft,-and aspring attached at its ends,
respectively, to the said guard and handle of
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the brush to hold the guard in a normal posi-
tion and return the same to an original posi-
tion when the pressure on the brush is re-
moved, and which will admit of the gnard
yielding and eonforming to the movements of
the bristle tuftin the sweep of the brush, sub-

‘stantially as described.

2. The combination with a brush havinga
keeper on one side of the handle, of a guard
composed of side pieces placed in parallel re-
lation and tapering in width, a cross piece
connecting the said sidé pieces near:the wide

end, and a spring connected with the said
cross pieceatone end and adapted to have the
other end inserted in thesaid keeper,whereby 15
the guard and the bristle tuft will yield to-
gether in the efficient service of the brush,
substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE A. KRICHBAUM.
Witnesses:
C. L. BALDWIN,
SaMm. A, SPIEGEL.




