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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 21'0

Continuétion of Box 1.2

The initial phase of the search revealed a very large number of documents
relevant to the issue of novelty of claim 1, since dermatological agents
containing known natural active ingredients forming a mixture with an
inert base medium are well-known in the prior art. .
So many documents were retrieved that it is impossible to determine which
parts of the claim may be said to define subject-matter for which
protection might legitimately be sought (Article 6 PCT). For these
reasons, a meaningful search over the whole breadth of the claim is
impossible. Consequently, the search has been restricted to the part of
claim 1 starting with "in particular”", i.e containing

1) the standardized extract of propolis in 0.1-20.0 parts by weight,
with flavonoid content recalculated to quercetin, not less than 1%,

2) a standardized extract of vegetable raw material in 1,0-20.0 parts
by weight, with flavonoid content recalculated to quercetin, not Tess
than 0.1%, and

3) at least one of the known dermatological antibiotics in quantity of
0.1-5.0 parts by weight, _uniformyl dispersed in the inert base of
vehicular type in total quantity complementing to 100 parts by weight.

With respect to this particular combination, it is noted, that present

- claims 1 and 35 relate to an agent containing any standardized extract of
vegetable raw material and at Teast one of the known dermatological
antibiotics, whereas the application provides support within the meaning
of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Articie 5 PCT
for only a very limited number of such standardized extracts and
antibiotics. In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the
application so Tacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole
of the claimed scope is impossible. Consequently, the search has been
carried out for those parts of the claims which appear to be clear,
supported and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the vegetable
extracts and antibiotics as specified in the dependent claims 10-19 and
20-30, respectively, as well as in the Examples 1-17.
In this context, the search regarding the inert base medium has also been
restricted to the specific bases mentioned in claims 2-19, which have
support in the description.

Furthermore, claims 3-9, which are dependent upon claim 1 or 2 (claims
3-7) or upon claim 1 only (claims 8-9), relate to "said" vegetable oil
or "said" animal/organic fat, however, in claim 1 none of these
expressions is mentioned.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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