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The present invention relates to a support (2) for a paintbrush (1). The support (2) may advantageously be used both when you
want to lay down the paintbrush on a flat surface and when you want to hang the brush on a bucket. The support (2) consists of an
Integrated part of the paintbrush (1), projecting from the paintbrush in the form of a projection from the paintbrush body. According
to the invention, the projection comprises at least two points of support, allowing the paintbrush to rest on these points of suppon,
together with a point of support provided by the paintbrush somewhere along the handle (3). Preferably. the support is located at
the head (4) of the paintbrush, at the shoulder (6) of the head (4) close to the handle (3). Furthermore, the support may comprise
an arched flange (8), directed along the handle, which can function as a bucket holder.

SR SR VENEN

S TR

TR RN/
4

I*I - - o, B e
C an ad a http:/opic.ge.ca + Ottawa-Hull K1A 0C9 - atip.://eipo.ge.ca oric B w omE
OPIC - CIPO 191




CA 02297139 2000-01-19

PCT WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
| International Bureau
INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

6

(51) International Patent Classification
A46B 17/00

Al

(43) International Publication Date: 25 February 1999 (25.02.99)

(21) International Application Number: PCT/SE98/01303 | (81) Designated States: AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR
BY, CA, CH, CN, CU, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, F1, GB

(22) International Filing Date: 2 July 1998 (02.07.98) GH, GM, GW, HR, HU, ID, IL, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR,
KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD, MG, MK, MN,

o

Q
12

MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RY, SD, SE, SG, S}, SK,
(30) Priority Data: SL, TJ, T™™, TR, TT, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN, YU, ZV,
9702928-4 14 August 1997 (14.08.97) SE ARIPO patent (GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, SD
Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, K , ,
European patent (AT, BE, CH, C¥X, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR,

(71) Applicant (for all de sigmted States except US): ANZA AB GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF,
(SE/SE]; P.O. Box 133, S--564 23 Bankeryd (SE). BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG)
(72) Inventors; and
5) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): AHLSTROM, Tom | Published
[SE/SE]; (SE). EHRICH, Hans [SE/SE]; A & E Design With international search report.
AB, Tulegatan 19 G, S-113 53 Stockholm (SE). In English translation (filed in Swedish).

(74) Agents: AKERMAN, Mirten, L. et al; Albihns Patentbyrd
Malmd AB, P.O. Box 4289, S-203 14 Malmd (SE).

(54) Titlee BRUSH SUPPORT

(57) Abstract

The present invention relates to a support (2) for a paintbrush (1). The support (2) may advantageously be used both when you want
to lay down the paintbrush on a flat surface and when you want to hang the brush on a bucket. The support (2) consists of an integrated
part of the paintbrush (1), projecting from the paintbrush in the form of a projection from the paintbrush body. According to the invention,
the projection comprises at least two points of support, allowing the paintbrush to rest on these points of support, together with a point of
support provided by the paintbrush somewhere along the handle (3). Preferably, the support is located at the head (4) of the paintbrush, at
the shoulder (6) of the head (4) close to the handle (3). Furthermore, the support may comprise an arched flange (8), directed along the
handle, which can function as a bucket holder.
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BRUSH SUPPORT

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a support for a paintbrush. The support nay
advantageously be used both when you want to lay down the paintbrush on a fiat
surface and when you want to hang the brush on a bucket. The support consists of an
integrated part of the paintbrush, projecting at the head of the paintbrush.

STATE OF THE ART

It is known in the prior art to provide bucket holders for paintbrushes. Such
holders are generally in the form of tabs or tinplates projecting from the handle or
the head of the paintbrush. The projecting tabs are often rounded in order to follow
the shape of a bucket or a paint jar. '

When you want lay down a paintbrush equipped with such a bucket holder,
however, you are not helped by it, as the holder will not provide adequate support
and the paintbrush will tip or roll over, causing the bristle ¢f the paintbrush to con-
tact the surface. This i1s of course undesirable.

The present invention remedies the above problem ty providing a suppert
having two points of support that, together with a further point of support at the

handle, provides sufficient support to aliow the paintbrush to be laid down onto a
surface without tipping or rolling over.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Thus, the present invention provides a support for a paintbrush in the form of
projections from the paintbrush body. According to the invention, the projection
provides at least two points of support, allowing the paintb:ush to rest against those
points of support, together with a point of support provided by the paintbrush some-
where along the handle. Preferably, the support is located at the head of the paint-
brush, at the shoulder of the head close to the handle.

Still more preferably, the support furthermore comprises an arched flange,
directed along the handle, which may function asa bucket ‘nolder.
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wlth an attached support,

la

The present invention also provides a pailintbrush

comprising: a) a palntbrush

gr—

comprising a head having a plurality of bristles extending

from a

first end thereof

and a shoulder at a second end

thereof with an elongated handle extending from the shoulder

end oO:

- the head; Db)

a support at the shoulder, the support

comprising a mempber extendling laterally away from the

pailntbrush,

arched

—

second end of the member,

opposite ends

pr—

said member having a first end at and extending

from said shoulder and a second end spaced therefrom, an

flange spaced from the paintbrush and located at the

fr—

a palr of spaced nibs located at

of the arched flange; and c¢) wherein the

paintbrush has a center gravity which 1s located between the

point

P

end oO:

*

of attachment of the support to the paintbruéh and the

- the handle and the pair of nibs and the end of the

f*

handle provide three points of support for supporting the

pailntbrush on a horizontal surface and the arched flange

enables the palin

contaliner.

y—
p—

cbrush to be supported on the edge of a

The present 1nvention further provides a

paintbrush with an attached support, comprising: a) a

y—

paintbrush comprising a head having a plurality of bristles

extending

'-v

gr—

from a first end thereof and a shoulder at a

second end thereof with an elongated handle extending from

the shoulder end of the head; b) a support at the shoulder,

r-v

the support comprising a palr of legs extending laterally

away

and extending

there:

- rom,

from the paintbrush,

each leg being

sald legs having a first end at

from said shoulder and a second end spaced

formed with a hook spaced from the

gr—

palntbrush and located at the second end of the respective

leg; and c)

gr—

wherein the pailntbrush has a center of gravity

— pr—

which 1s located between the poilnt of attachment of the

yr—

support to the paintbrush and the end of the handle and the
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pr—

palr of hooks and the end of the handle provide three points

of support for supporting the paintbrush on a horizontal

surface and the hooks enable the paintbrush to be supported

'*

on the edge of a container.

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be described 1n detail below,

with reference to the accompanying drawings, of which:

Fig. 1 i1is a perspective view, diagonally from the

—

front, of the support according to the invention, with the

10 handle partly cut away,

ﬁ

Fig. 2 1s a detail front view of the support, and
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Fig.3  is a detail side view, partly 1n cross-section, of the paintbrush hanging on
the edge of a paint jar.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The drawings show a paintbrush 1 equipped with a support 2 according to the
present invention. The paintbrush shown is of the circular type, but it is to be under-
stood that the support according to the invention could as well be used with a flat
type of paintbrush.

The paintbrush conventionally comprises a handle 3 and a head 4 with bristle
5. At the shoulder 6, where the head 4 passes into the handle 3, a ”projection” 1s
provided, which defines the support 2 according to the present invention. The loca-
tion of the support is selected such that the paintbrush centre of gravity lies behind
the support, i.e. somewhere along the handle, even when the bristle 5 of the paint-
brush is full of paint. The support 2 at the same time is at a distance from the bristle
5 so as not to be in the way during painting. In Fig. 1, the support is furthermore
somewhat exaggerated in size, in order to illustrate the invention more clearly.

The illustrated embodiment of the invention consists of two protruding legs 7,
a flange 8 directed along the paintbrush, and two nibs 9, approximately located as
extensions of the legs 7. The nibs 9 may be straight as shown, or be of any other
suitable shape, as long as two points of support are obtained. One of the nibs 1s
hidden in Fig. 1. The legs 7 are of suitable length, so as to place the flange 8 ata
convenient distance away from the head 4 of the paintbrush. When the paintbrush is
hung on the edge of a paint jar, as is explained below with reterence to Fig. 3, the
edge of the paint jar is located between the flange and the head of the paintbrush.
The nibs 9 rest against a base when the paintbrush has been put away and thus
defines two of the points of support. The third point of support is generally defined
by the handle 3 where it rests against the base.

If for any reason it is required to remove the paintbrush support 2, it 1s simple
to cut off the legs close to the head 4 of the paintbrush.

In an alternative embodiment of the invention, the flange 8 is replaced by two
narrow, angled sections of the legs 7, so as to make each leg look like an L-shaped
hook (not shown). This shape is, however, less stable. It is also conceivable to com-
pletely exclude the bucket holder from the support.

As an alternative to the legs 7, a complete tab (not shown) may be used, 1.e.
there will be no empty space between the legs 7. One disadvantage of that, com-
pared to the most preferred embodiment, is that the support 1s more difficult to
remove and that more material is required to form the support.

As can be seen, especially from Figs. 1 and 2, the flange 8 is arched. This 1s
an advantage when the paintbrush is to be hung over the edge of a paint jar. This is
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specifically shown in Fig. 3, where the edge 10 of the paint jar is shown 1n cross
section with a paintbrush suspended therefrom. The handle has been cut away for
clarity. The paintbrush rests with its weight supported on the top of the edge 10 and
the brush normally hangs in such a fashion that the head 4 and bnistle 5 of the paint-
brush rest against the inside of the jar, whereas the flange & is supported by the exte-
rior of the jar. Thus, the paintbrush is hanging in a stable manner on the jar. |

When the paintbrush is of the flat type, the support is preferably arranged at
the narrow side of the paintbrush, to make it easy to hang the paintbrush on the: edge
of the jar. The paintbrush then has to be placed ”on end” when putting it away, but
there is normally no problem with the paintbrush tipping over.

The present invention provides an advantageous combination of laying-down
support and bucket holder in the form of a support- Many embodiments
of the support will be evident for the person skilled in the

artc.
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CLAIMS:
1. A paintbrush with an attached support, comprising:
a) a palntbrush comprising a head having a
plurality of bristles extending from a first end thereof and

ﬁ

5 a shoulder at a second end thereof with an elongated handle

pp—

extending from the shoulder end of the head;

b) a support at the shoulder, the support

comprlsing a member extending laterally away from the

palntbrush, said member having a first end at and extending

10 from said shoulder and a second end spaced therefrom, an

arched flange spaced from the paintbrush and located at the

second end of the member, a pair of spaced nibs located at

opposlite ends of the arched flange; and

c) whereiln the paintbrush has a center gravity

e

15 which 1s located between the point of attachment of the

p—

support to the paintbrush and the end of the handle and the

o~

palir of nibs and the end of the handle provide three points

of support for supporting the paintbrush on a horizontal

surface and the arched flange enables the paintbrush to be

20 supported on the edge of a container.

2 . A palntbrush according to claim 1 wherein saild

paintbrush is flat and the support 1s arranged at the narrow

P

side of said palntbrush.

3. A paintbrush according to clailm 1, whereiln the

25 member of the support comprises two projecting legs.

4 . A palintbrush according to claim 3, wherein the

’q

palrs of spaced nibs are arranged 1in close proximlity to the

y— pr—

respective points of attachment of the projecting legs to

the arched flange.
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5. A paintbrush according to claim 1, wherein the

member of the support comprises a projecting tab.

0. A palntbrush with an attached support, comprising:

a) a palntbrush comprising a head having a

gr—

5 plurality of bristles extending from a first end thereof and

P

a shoulder at a second end thereof with an elongated handle

F b

extending from the shoulder end of the head;

b) a support at the shoulder, the support

comprising a palr of legs extending laterally away from the

10 paintbrush, said legs having a first end at and extendlng

from said shoulder and a second end spaced therefrom, each

leg being formed with a hook spaced from the paintbrush and

gr—

located at the second end of the respective leg; and

c) whereln the paintbrush has a center of gravity

15 which 1s located between the point of attachment of the

support to the paintbrush and the end of the handle and the

pair of hooks and the end of the handle provide three points

of support for supporting the paintbrush on a horizontal

surface and the hooks enable the paintbrush to be supported

pr—

20 on the edge of a contailner.

7. A palntbrush according to claim 6 wherein said

palntbrush 1s flat and the support 1s arranged at the narrow

ﬁ

side of said paintbrush.

SMART & BIGGAR

OTTAWA, CANADA
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