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5 Claims.

This invention relates to bookstands, and more
particularly to a bookstand for holding books and
other reading material in open position and at
the proper degree of inclination to facilitate read-
ing the same.

One of the prime objects of the invention is
to design a bookstand which is especially adapt-
able for use by students in schools and educa-
tional institutions in general, and by means of
which the book, or other sheets of reading mat-
ter, may be so supported and held, that the
reader may sit upright, with shoulders back in
easy, restful position, promoting correct posture,
minimizing body fatigue and eye strain which

occurs when the book or material is laid flat on a. -

desk or table.

Another object is to provide a balanced book-
stand which lends itself to quantity production,
which is of substantial construction, which re-
quires a minimum of materials to construct, and
which is very easy and economical to manufac-
ture and assemble.

A further object is to provide a bookstand
which is of approximately the same marginal
dimensions as the textbooks in daily use by stu-
dents, and books used by the general public, and
provide horizontally extensible means associated
with the bookstand, said means being easily and
quickly extensible for supporting sheet music or
other papers of greater marginal dimensions than
the textbooks, and further serving as a clasp for

securing the base and backrest together when

the structure is in collapsed position.

Still a further object is to design a bookstand
including means for holding the leaves of the
book in open position, and which can be readily
swung back to permit the leaves to be turned
when desired.

A further object still is to design a bookstand
in which the legs are formed from the back-
rest, and in which the leg reinforcing and con-
necting strip is cut from the base, making for
very substantial and economical construction.

With the above and other objects in view, the
present, invention consists in the combination and
arrangement of parts hereinafter more fully de-
seribed, illustrated in the accompanying drawing,
and more particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claims, it being understood that changes
may be made in the form, size, proportion and
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minor details of constructlon w1thout depart-
ing from the spirit, or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my bookstand
in set-up position for use;

Fig.'2 is an edge view showing a book in posi-
tion thereon;

Fig. 3 is also an edge view illustrating the book-
stand collapsed;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary, flont ele-
vational view showing the extensible members;

Fig, 5 is a rear elevational view of the back-
rest and leg structure; .

Fig. 6 is an enlarged, fragmentary, part sec-
tional, front v1ew illustrating the page holding
means; and .

Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary, sectional

'plan view of the backrest and extensible means.

The structure is designed primarily for use in
the school rooms and institutions of learning,
but it will be understood that it is equally useful
and desirable for use in the home and in pubhc

‘institutions in general.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-
ing in which I have shown the preferred embodi-
ment of my invention, the numeral 8 indicates

‘the base of the bookstand, and this can be formed

of any desired material, but I find it both eco-
nomical and satisfactory to form it of cardboard,
the center section being cut away as shown at
9, so that the cut out section may be used in the
construction of the remainder of the structure,
and as will be hereinafter described.

Corrugated strips or sections (0 are provided
adjacent the edges of the base 8, and these can
be separate strips as shown, or the corrugations
can be pressed in the base material if desired.

Hingedly secured to the front edge of the base
by a strip of fabric Il adhesively secured thereto
is a backrest 12, this backrest being formed of a
single flat panel with a strip 13 cut from each
side edge thereof to form legs, each leg being
hingedly connected at its upper end to the main
body of the backrest by an adhesively secured
strip 14, the lower ends of the legs being con-
nected and tied together by an elongated strip

- 15, thus forming a substantial balanced leg struc-
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ture. The strip 15 is cut from the base panel 8
at 16 as shown, and it will be obvious that the




degree of inchna.tion of the backrest can be de-
termined and maintained by the engagement of
the free ends of the legs I8 with the teeth 1
formed by the corrugations 10.

A supporting shelf 18 is hingedly secured.to
the lower edge of the backrest by means of an
adhesively secured fabric strip 19, this strip
being on the upper face of the shelf as shown, so
that the shelf can be swung upwardly when the
structure is folded, and as clearly shown in Fig.
3, and further so that the flat edge of the shelf
butts solidly against the backrest when the shelf
is swung .down.:: A foldable leg:20:is provlded on
the lower face of the'shelf 18 and serves to rein-
force the shelf when in its open position.
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A lip 21 is hingedly connected to the outer free.

edges of the shelf {8 by an adhesive strip 22,
the strip being on the upper face so that the

lip can be swung upwardly -and.in, 4. weight- 23:
being inserted in a pocket-24:provided .on the.

free edge of the lip, this lip swinging inwardly
by gravity against the pages, of the- bpok “B”
or other reading matter, thus holding them in
position. To turn ‘s page, it is merely necessary
_to. swing, the lip outwardly, to position shown
in bloken lines in. Fig. 2 of the drawing,, so. that
the pages can be freely tirhed, and the 11p is
then swung back to original p051t10n, this. is very
effective and convenient and prevents acmdental
turning of the pages. .
. Extensible members 25" are prov1ded on the
back face of the backrest 12 and adjagent the
upper edge thereof, and are designed. to ‘support
sheet music or pamphlets (not shown) of larger
marginal dimensions than, the. bac‘m:est a poeket
26 being prov;ded on the backrest .and in which
the members 25.are. slldably mounted,: the. outer
end of each member 25 being. tur,ned_ as at. 21 to
form. a_clasp, and. when the; boo,kstand 1s €01~
lapsed. these turned ends 21 .ﬁt over.the; redges
of the base 16, thus locking the backrest and the
base. together in folded . posmon and. formlng a
tight, compact, bupdle wh;ch is of,the same mar-

ginal, d1mens1ons as the etandard textbooks, and

onelwhxch can be easuy and qulckly set ‘up and
adjusted.,

The, fact that the hp 21 s, welghted and is
normally dlsposed 1nwa1dly insures. the pages
being retained in proper posxt;on, and by ad.]ust-

" ing. the’ leg 13 it will be obvious, tha,t. the .angle
of mchnatmn of, the.reading matter. can. be ad-
Justed fo - smt the readers requ1rements,, and
there is no nece 51ty for the reader. bending .over
in. cramped posmmn th,h the eyes focys
a 1e1at;1ve1y sharp angle R

From- the foregoing. descrlptlon, 3t
readily . apparent that b have pelfected‘,
simple, substantial, and relatxvely inexpensive
bookstand. for suppertmg books, pa,mphlets,\and
reading; mattel of -all kmds

~What I.claim.is: e

1.. A foldable: bookstand comg ising .a.flat-base
a.backrest hingedly secured- to,the.: 2
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the base member and foldable snugly against
the base when the structure is in folded position,
legs cut from the side edges of the backrest and
hingedly secured thereto in original position, said
legs being foldable with the backrest a for-
wardly projecting shelf hingedly connected to the
backrest and foldable against the backrest, and
a hingedly connected foldable lip on said book
shelf and forming a flat extension of the shelf
when the bookstand is folded.

2. A foldable bookstand compr 1smg a flat base,
a backrest hingedly connected to the front edge
of the base, legs cut from the sides of said back-
rest and hingedly connected in original position,
at their upper ends to said backrest, a plurality of

"spaced apart teeth formed on said base for en-
_gagement by said legs, a horizontally disposed

reinforcing strip connecting said legs at a point
intermediate their length, a shelf on the back-

rest.and having a lip hingedly connected to the

free end thereof, and adjustable means on the
upper edge . of said backrest and engageable with
said base to secure the parts in collapsed position
when the bookstand is folded.

3. A foldable bookstand . comprising a.base,
teeth pmvuied on and adjacent the side edges of
the base, a backrest hingedly secured tq. the for-
ward edge . of the base, legs cutb from. the op-
posite sides of the backrest and hingedly con-
nected, at the upper ends, to said backrest, with
their lower ends detachably engaglng said; teeth
a, book ‘shelf hingedly connected to the. xace of
the backresi, and a; welghted hp hmgOdly con-
nected to the outer edge thereof. =~ .

4. A foldable bookrest. of the character de-
scribed, comprising .a; base, teeth’ proyvided theie-
on, & backrest ‘hingedly secured . ‘to the. forward
edge_of the. base, legs cut.from ‘the sides’ edges
of the backrest and hmgedly connected thereto
with the lower ends engageable with, said, teeth,

a-book, shelf hingedly, secured: t0 the face . of .the

backrest means . on said, shelf’ for holdmg the
pages of a book in open’ posxtlon, ‘and extengible
mernhers .on, said. backrest and. ,adJustable heri-
zonta.lly for supporting sheets. .of . g;eater mar-
ginal dimensions than the bookrest..

5. A foldable ‘bookstand: of, the. cha.lacter de-

-scribed,. coinprising a- base: provxded WJth rows
of. corxugamcms fomnng -teeth adjacent. the side .

edges, ‘thereoi, a backrest hmgedly connected to
the forward edge .of the. base. legs,.cus. from.the
side’ edbes of the backrest and hmgedly seculed
at their upper ends. to said. beckrest 8 stup con-
necting :the lowe1 .ends . of .the. legs. to. foxm a
unitary structure, a book. shelf. hingedly . con-

nected to the face. of the backlest a lip hingedly

connected to the free.edge of the.shelf and nor-

-mally:, ov elhangmg said ;shelf, and.. a hmgedly
connected. leg on. said: s"xelf and normally beanng
-against. the backrest, when the shelf is. 1n p051t1on

to. suppoxt a book
PATRICK J . _BB.ENJ}.TAN,\
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