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.| Patent 6,498,023; December 2003) in the prior art. Abarzua teaches the method as follows. Abarzua teaches a method of amplifying a
polynucleotide, comprising: a) affixing a first oligonucleotide linker comprising a hairpin to one end of the target (Figure 4, where the
hairpin ends of the linear target are ligated to form a circularized polynucleotide; col. 12, lines 13-35, where hairpin oligonucleotides can
be ligated to the ends of DNA fragments of any size; see also col. 12, lines 43-61, where the linear segment can be generated in a manner
other than through restriction nuclease digestion); b) ligating 3' and 5* ends of the linear target to form a circularized polynucleotide
(Figure 4, where the hairpin ends of the linear target are ligated to form a circularized polynucleotide; col. 12, lines 13-35, where the
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