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5 Claims.
1

This invention pertains to a very simple, inex-
pensive, paper board device adapted for use in
the folding and packaging of articles of apparel
such as shirts. i

It is an object of the invention to provide a
shirt or like packaging device of the above type
which is adapted to serve as a folding form for
the shirt in the packaging of the same, which is
so constructed and arranged as to avoid excessive
or objectionable creasing of the shirt in folding,
and which contributes substantially to increased
speed and ease in the packaging operation.

Another object is to provide a device of the
type described in the form of a paper board panel
which, when operatively associated with a shirt
or like garment in the intended manner, results
in a package having the same overall width and
length as existing types of shirt packaging or
wrapping boards, thereby enabling use of the
device with shirts which are to be boxed in stand-
ard types of paper board cartons, folding boxes,
and the like.

A still further object is to provide a flexible,
paper board shirt packaging or folding device
of the above description which is adapted to sus-
tain the various folds of a shirt with which it is
associated in a positive fashion and throughout
the width thereof.

The foregoing statements are indicative in a
general way of the nature of the invention, but
other and more specific objects will be apparent
to those skilled in the art upon a full understand-
ing of the construction and operation of the de-
vice.

A single embodiment of the invention is pre-
sented herein for purpose of exemplification, but
it will be appreciated that the invention is sus-
ceptible of incorporation in other modifled forms
coming equally within the scope of the appended
claims.

In the drawings,

Fig. 1 is a rear view of the device in accord-
ance with the present invention showing the
same in a flat condition, prior to association of a
shirt therewith and manipulation thereof in the
intended manner;

Figs. 2, 3 and 4 are similar views illustrating
successive folding operations in manipulating
the device for the packaging of a conventional
man’s sport shirt;

Fig. 5 is a somewhat enlarged rear view, illus-
trating the completion of the package by the ap-
plication of securing strips; and

Fig. 6 Is & front view of the finally packaged
article, ) C
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Referring to Fig. 1 of the drawings, the present
device takes the form of an extremely simple,
flexible paper board blank {0 of generally rec-
tangular outline., This blank is provided with
a multiple transverse crease or fold line i1 lo-
cated somewhat below its mid point and extend-
ing entirely across the blank, thereby facilitating
folding of the device while accommodating the
several layer thickness of the shirt which is pack-
aged thereby. Crease {1 subdivides the blank 10
into foldably connected lower and upper panels
10’, 10’’, respectively.

The upper edge of the blank is shaped by cut-
ting the same to afford a central, shirt collar en-
gaging tongue {2 and a pair of shoulder portions
i3. Said portions are spaced from either side of
said tongue by downwardly and outwardly di-
vergent, curved bays or recesses 14 of substan-
tial depth, which define the like, inwardly fac-
ing, curved extensions 15 on said shoulders. Ex-
tensions (5 have the effect of increasing the
length of the straight horizontal upper margin
16 of said shoulders for a purpose to be described.
Bays 14 accommodate the shirt collar when
tongue {2 is shipped between the rear areas of
the collar and neckband.

In employing the device, the garment to be
wrapped, illustrated as a conventional man's
sport shirt and designated by the reference nu-
meral (71, is disposed face downward, in the
fashion illustrated in Fig. 2. The tongue 12 is
then inserted under the rear portion of the shirt
collar, denoted I8, and it will be noted that the
outwardly divergent recesses I4 receive and ac-
commodate the outward flare of the collar with-
out rumpling or creasing the same. In this dis-
position of the parts, the arms {9 of the shirt
are successively folded rearwardly onto the body
of the blank and on one another, and the skirt
portion 20 of the shirt is brought upwardly and
inwardly at either sides, as also illustrated in
Fig. 2.

The lower edge of the shirt skirt is next folded
upon itself to decrease its length by about two
or three inches and said skirt portion is then
folded upwardly and over the bottom margin of

-the lower panel 10’ of the blank, to overlie the

thus shirt arms in the fashion shown in Fig. 3.
The entire lower panel and portions of the shirt
superposed thereon are then folded upwardly
around the hinge line 11 and onto the panel (1’
and remainder of the shirt.

This completes the manipulation of the de-
vice and the package is finished by applying a

55 standard type of paper strip or band 21 to en-
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circle the same adjacent opposite sides thereof.
These bands are wrapped, transversely of .the
direction of fold of the device and in parallel re~
Iation to one another, about the exposed shoul-
ders 13 of the device, and are secured by pins or
an adhesive, It will be noted by reference to
Pigs, 5 and 6 that the relatively long marginal
edge 16 of said shoulders affords a wide base for
the wrapping of the band 21, thus making it
possible for the paper bands to be positioned and
secured properly at high speed, without requiring
particular care or skill on the part of the oper-
ator,

In order to display the wrapped shirt most at-
tractively, we contemplate that the shoulder por-
tions (3 thereof, or, for that matter, the entire
forwardly exposed area of the blank, may be
printed in simulation of an appropriate fabric or
suiting, as indicated by the reference numeral
23 in Fig. 6, so as to be exposed as a background

. Tor the shirt. A number of designs and/or colors

may be made available which will blend or con-
trast, as desired, with the color or texture of the
shirt which is wrapped. This is a particularly
advantageous feature in the packaging of new
merchandise, although it also lends itself to an
attractive display of freshly laundered shirts.
The package is shown in its final form in Figs. 5
and 6. It should be noted that the present device
extends out practically to the sides of the shirt,
so that the latter is effectively supported through-
out its transverse dimension. Sharp creasing of
the pockets of the shirt is avoided, which has
been an objectionable characteristic of previous
shirt packaging forms or boards and the like,
about which the shirt is folded along longitudinal
fold lines paralleling its sides, as distinguished
from the transverse folding of the present in-
vention., The lower edge of panel 10’ furnishes a.
positive guide for the precise folding of the shirt
skirt, and crease I provides a similarly accurate
folding point on which the multiple thickness is
turned over on itself. »
The securing bands 21 act to hold down the

collar points 22, as will be noted in Fig, 6, so that 43

the same are not likely to become displaced and
rumpled. The entire packaged assembly is ex-
ceedingly compact in form, its dimensions being
the same as those of previous wrapping forms
and the like so that it may be enclosed in stand-
ard cardboard boxes, such as are in common use
by laundries and like establishments.

We claim:

1. A packaging device for shirts and like gar-
ments, comprising 2 member of flexible fibrous
stock adapted to be folded about g transverse
zone extending thereacross, said member being
shaped along an upper edge thereof generally

<o
[513

paralleling said zone to provide.a medial eol-

lar engaging tongue having opposed side margins

converging upwardly to said edge and a pair of

elongated shoulder portions on either side of said

5 tongue, the upper margins of which generally

parallel said edge, said shoulder portions belng

separated from said tongue by recesses of sub-
stantial width in said edge.

2. A packaging device for shirts and like gar-

10 ments, comprising a member of flexible fibrous

stock adapted to be folded about. & transverse
20ne extending thereacross adjacent the mid
point thereof, said member being shaped along
an upper edge thereof generally paralleling said

15 zone to provide a medial collar engaging tongue

having opposed side margins converging upward-
1y to said edge and a pair of elongated shoulder
portions on either side of said tongue, the mar-
gins of which generally parallel said edge, sald

20 shoulder portions being separated from sald

tongue by downwardly and outwardly curved di-
vergent recesses in said edge which are of sube
stantial width and which open to said edge at rel-
atively enlarged throat portions,

25 3. A packaging device for shirts and lke gar-

ments, comprising a generally rectangular mem-
ber of flexible paper board stock . provided with
a transverse fold line extending thereacross ad-
jacent the mid point thereof, said member being

30 shaped along an edge thereof generally parallel-

ing said fold line to provide a central collar en-
gaging tongue and a pair of shoulder portions
spaced on either side of said tongue, said last
named portions including extensions facing in the
direction of said tongue to increase the marginal
length of said shoulder portions.

4. A packaging device as set forth in claim 1,
in which said shoulder portions are treated to
simulate a material other than said fibrous stock

20 and thereby afford a display background for :

garment associated with the device.

5. A packaging device as set forth in claim 3,
in"which said shoulder portions are treated to
simulate a material other than said paper board
stock and thereby afford a display background for
a garment associated with the device.

WILLIAM W. McFALL,.
FRED O. KESTNER.
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