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70 all whom it may concern.:

- Be it known that I, Hexry H. HorLmes, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Council Bluffs, in the county of Pottawat-
tamie and State of Towa, have invented cer-
tain  new and useful Improvements in
Broom-Holders, of which the followingis a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings. _ ,

This invention relates to an improved
broom holder, and has for its primary ob-
ject to provide a very simply ‘constructed
device for the purpose of securely holding
a broom or like article upon a ‘wall suspended
above the floor, and which is so constructed
that the broom can be very easily and quick-
ly removed from the holder.

It is another object of the invention to
provide a holding device for the above pur-
pose which can be manufactured at very
small cost and can be distributed gratis by
the manufacturer as an advertisement.

And it is a further object of the invention
to provide a holder for brooms which is ex-
ceedingly durable, not liable to get out of or-
der, and is highly efficient and reliable for
the purpose in view.

With the above and other objects in view,
the invention consists in the improved con-
struction; combination and arrangement of
the several parts as will be hereinafter more
fully described, subsequently claimed and
illustrated in the accompanying drawing in
which similar reference characters designate
corresponding parts throughout the several
views; and wherein :—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing
my improved broom holder applied to a wall
and a broom held therein; and

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view illus-
trating in dotted lines the manner in which
the broom is released from the holder.

Referring in detail to the drawing, 5 des-
ignates the body bar which has a flat longi-
tudinally extending face 'for engagement
against the surface of a wall, the opposite
side face of said bar being inclined from the
center of the bar to the ends thereof as
shown at 6, said inclined surfaces leading to

‘a central semi-circular notch or recess 7 in

the edge of the bar. Transverse openings
are formed through the ends of the bar 5
to receive suitable attaching screws 8 where-
by the bar may be securely fastened to the
wall.
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A strip of thick rubber or other elastic ma-
terial indicated at 9 is securely fixed at its
ends by means of nails or analogous fasten-
ing elements 10 to the inclined faces of the
bar 5. This elastic strip is preferably of
substantially the same width as the width
of the bar and the medial portion thereof
extends across the open side of the central
recess 7 In the bar. To this medial portion
of the elastic strip 9, an inelastic tape or
ribbon 11 is secured, preferably by engaging
the medial portion of the tape around the
elastic strip and stitching the opposed parts
together closely adjacent to said strip as
shown in the drawing. The free ends of the
tape 11 are sufficiently long to enable the
user to readily grasp the same and pull the
elastic strip 9 outwardly away from the face
of the bar 5.

The manner of using my improved broom
holder will be readily understood from ref-
erence to Fig. 2 of the drawing: The bar 5
is securely fastened in a horizontal position
upon the face of the wall, door or other
structure and the elastic strip 9 pulled out-
wardly as above explained away from the
recess 7. The cylindrical handle of the
broom can then be readily inserted upwardly
between the elastic strip and the body bar.
When the outward pull on the strip 9 is
released it will return to its normal position
and frictionally clamp upon the handle of
the broom whereby the latter is securely held
in the recess 7 and against the bar 5, and
its longitudinal movement through said re-
cess prevented. The broom may be instant-
ly released when it is desired to use the
same by simply grasping the ends of the
tape 11 and pulling outwardly on the elastic
strip 9. By providing this strip of rela-
tively great width, there is an extensive area
having frictional clamping engagement
against the broom handle so it will be seen
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that the handle of the broom will not be cut

into or otherwise marred as is the case in
devices of that character wherein resilient
metal clamping means is employed.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawing,
the construction and manner of use of my in-
vention will be clearly and fully understood.

Owing to the very simple construction of
the device, it may be manufactured and com-
mercially sold -at sniall cost or may be dis-
tributed by manufacturers as an advertise-
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ment. The advertisement may be printed
upon paper or cardboard and applied di-
rectly to the faces of the bar 5 or a separate
advertising card may be provided and se-
cured in place with the broom holder by
means of the attaching screws 8. It will
also be appreciated that a broom holder
constructed as above described will be very
durable and serviceable in practical use and
not liable to get out of order. The holder

can, of course, be constructed in various

sizes to hold one or more brooms, and the
body bar made in other shapes than that
above referred to. As the brooms are sus-
pended above the floor surface, the shape
of the straw or body portion thereof is pre-
served, and the life of the broom thus ma-
terially prolonged. The form and arrange-
ment of the several other parts of the broom
holder are also susceptible of many minor
modifieations and it is therefore to be under-
stood that I reserve the privilege of adopt-
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ing all such legitimate changes as may be
fairly embodied within the spirit and scope
of the invention as ¢laimed. - o

I elaim e~ - S :

An article holder comprising a body bar
having an article receiving recess therein,
a flat non-metallic elastic element fixed at
its ends to the body bar and exending across
the open side of said recess to frictionally
clamp and retain an article within the re-
cess, and an inelastic g,lend_a_nt. member sur-
rounding the intermediate portion of said
elastic element te pull said element out-
wardly from the recess in the body bar and
thereby release the article.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

HENRY H. HOLMES. -
Witnesses.: o e

Carn F. Nrrsox,
E. V. GusTaFsoN.

Copies of this paient may be obtained for five cents each, by a&dressing the “Commissioner of I?atént,é,
Washington, D. C.” ‘ '
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