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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEwWIS GATES, of Mount
Vernon, in the county of Knox and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Fences; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description thereof, that will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon which form
a part of this specification.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a view of the
fence, showing one panel; and Fig. 2, an end
view of the same.

The nature of my invention relates to port-
able fences, and is intended to do away in a
great measure with the pernicious effects of
decay, which always takes place in those por-
tions of a fence which are set into the ground.
My invention consists as follows: The fence
is constructed in sections or panels, as shown
in Fig. 1 of the accompanying drawing.

The posts A, to which the boards B are at-
tached, are inclined at an angle from the per-
pendicular, and supported in this position by
the brace C, which is inclined at a ecorrespond-
ing opposite angle. The post A and brace C
are prevented from spreading by the horizon-
tal brace D. The pieces A C D intersect each
other in such a way as to form a triangle, and
permit both exfremities of each piece to pro-
ject beyond the points of intersection. :

The object of this peculiar arrangement will

now appear: When the fence is first set, as
shown in the drawing, the extremities ¢ and a
are sunken in the earth until the horizontal
piece D nearly comes in contact with the
ground. In this position the fence remains
until the decay of the buried portions renders
it insecure. When this occurs the section, .
Fig. 1, is inverted, after first removing the
rider-bar B. In this inverted position the an-
gle of inclination and the entire appearance
of the section remain unaltered, as now the
orace O becomes the horizontal brace, and the
former horizontal brace serves as the oblique
support. The extremities «’ and d are planted
in the earth, the rider-bar E is placed in posi-
tion, and we now have the panel again secure,
with undecayed timbers in the earth retain-
ing it. :

Having thus described my invention, whatI
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The fence-post, consisting of the pieces A
D O, so arranged that the extremities of each
will project beyond their points of intersec-
tion and permit the reversal of the panel, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes herein set
forth and shown.

. In testimony that I claim the foregoing T

have hereunto set my hand.
LEWIS GATES.

‘Witnesses:
CHARLES M. VERNOXY,
IsAAC V. BABB.




