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-~ To aZZ whom it may concern:

UNITED STATES

Patent OFFICE.

JOHN E. LEATHERS OF PETERBOROUGU NEW IIAMPSHIRE

NAI L OR STAPLE

SPECIFICATION forming part df Leﬁ:ers Pa.tent No. 498,664, dated Ma,yi 30, 1898.

Apphca,tmn filed Novemher 26,1892, _ Serial No, 453,060.

* Be it known that I, JouN E. LEATHERS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Peter-
borough, in the county of I'IlllbelOUO‘h and
State of New Hampshire, have invented anew
and useful Nail or Staple, of which the fol-

- lowing is a specification.

ThlS invention relates to 1mprovemeuts in

" driven fasteners, such as nails, staples, &c.;

-ro

and it has for its objeet to provide certain
improvemerits in shanked or pronged fasten-
ers, such as nails, spikes, staples, tacks and

the like, which shall render the same more
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efféctive in the uses to which the same may
be adapted.

To this. end . the invention pmmarlly con-
templates a nail, spike, &c., having improved

~means for dI‘lVInU‘ drawmcr and securing the |

“'same in the obJeet in eonnectlon Wlth Whlch
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‘cordance with this invention.

the same may be used.

With these and other objects in view which
will readlly appear as the nature of the in-
vention is better understood the same consists
in the novel construction, combination and
arrangement of parts, hereinafter more fully
1llustrated described and claimed. :

1In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1
is a front view of a nail constructed in ae-
Fig. 2 is-an
edge or side view of the same. I‘w 3isa
front elevation of a staple provided w1th the

'unprovements contemplated by this inven-

tion. TFig. 4 is an edge or side view. of the

- staple.
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Referring to the accompanying drawmus —
A represents a shank of a nail which is ta-
pered toward its pointed end to form the
usualopposite flattened faces @, and the shank
A terminates at its upper end in the heads B

-and G, respectively, the latter of which serves
in the capacity of an auxiliary head for the

purpose of driving and withdrawing the nail
when used for fastenmw temporauly or per-
manently. The head C is of approximately
the same diameter as the rounded head B,

- and meets the latter head at its base in a neck‘

50

D, which readily receives the claw of a ham-
mer or device for withdrawing the nail. Now

it will be readily seen that the nail ‘can be
driven into any object up to the inner head
B, as usual, to secure the use of the entire-

~or wedge shaped projections E.

(No model.}

shank ‘A, while at the same tlme the head C,

is exposed so that the nail ean be withdrawn
when so desired, and it will also-be apparent
that for per manentwork thenailcanbedriven
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entirely homesothat the npperauxiliaryhead

C, can also'be put into the obJect ﬂush with

_the surface thereof.

The shank A of the hml is furthel plo- i

vided upon each of the oppOSIte flattened
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faces a, thereof, with the opposite triangular

The sald tri-o

anO‘ular or wédge shaped projections E, pro- - .

,Ject out from the opposite faces of the mail

and serve as wedges to secure the same in po-
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sition in the obJect into which the same may

be driven.

shank: A and of a width equa,hnw ‘the point,
and have their apices G, extend centrally up

The: projections’ E, have their .
-bases T, terminate flush with the ‘point.of the

0

the faces on the shank toward the heads,so

as-to form combined stop-and. cutting edges.

The projections E, form wedges alound whlch '

" the wood settles as the nail is driven into po-~

sition, so that there is no danver whatever of
the na11 flying out when used_ in hard woods

by

or frost bitten wood, and also prevents the . 8

the apices ‘G, form stops which- tend to pre-
vent the withdrawal of thenail, the same also
serve as cutting edges, so that the wedges can

‘cut a path through the wood when the nail is
By providing a nail or
spike with these projections, it will be readily .

being withdrawn.

seen that the same would be. particularly

‘nail from becoming loose in the wood. ‘While

8o .
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adapted for splitting purposes, inasmuech as -

the nail will not ﬂy out.of position while be-

ing driven.

As illustrated in Figs. 3 a,nd4 the eonstruc- '

| tions herein descrlbed are apphed to a staple

H. The staple H, is provided with the usual
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parallel prongs or shanksI upon the opposite -

flat faces of which are the trlantrular or wedge
shaped projections E’, similar in detail to the
projections E; and serv ing the self-same func-
tion, while the staple is also provided with

the head ', at the base of ‘which is formed.

the neck D’, so that the staple shall have the
same adaptatlon for driving and: withdrawing

as the nail deseribed, and ‘may be used for'

various purposes, It W111 of course be under-
stood that the nail and - staple const1 uctlons
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are adapted to all driven fasteners such as
spikes, tacks, and the like.

From the foregoing description it isthought
that the construction, operation and many ad-
vantagesof the herein deseribed im provement
will be apparent.

Having

- T eclaim, a,nd desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

In a driven fastener f01 wood, the driving
shank having opposite flattened faces lead_md
to its point and opposite triangular wedge-
shaped projections projeecting out from said
opposite flattened faces and having their bases
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thus deseribed my mventlon, what |-

498,664

termmatmu flush with the point of the shank
and of'a Wldth equal thereto, and their apices
extending eentrally up the flattened faces of
the shank toward. the driving head, to form
combined stop and cuttlnoP eddes, substan-
tially as et forth.

In testimony that I-claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my qwnatule in

the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN E. LEATHERS.

- Witnesses:
JamEes F, BRENNAN,
JoHN M. RAMSEY.
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